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ABSTBACT 

* For the benefit of the Connecticut General Assembly^ 
a first [report is submitted on the importance^ development and future 
uses of I cable telecommunications for educational and informational 
purposes. Current status of cable television in theJ. state's 169 towns 
is described, along with names of licensees and progress in 
construction; membership on local advisory councils^as required by 
the State Public Utilities Commission also is liste^j* I Developments 
and possibilities in public information, schools, libraries, the 
government channel, higher education, health and soci.^1 sciences, and 
interstate cooperation are summarized. Becommendatioii^ for 
telecommunications policy as requested by the Assembly ar^ oromised 
in a further report. (SK) ^ ^ 
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• Cable is an industry j)hiah i$ closely 
linked to several mzjpr national 
industries including jeleotronic data 
processing J telephone j television and 
^radio broadcastifM^ the motion picture 
and music industrrfesi and corrmtnica'' 
tions satellites, /^though e^ch cable 
system is a local enterprise j \it 
distributes television signalf in 
interstate commejrce, ^eaausef of these 
characteristics J cable requires a 
consistent and cohexfent national policy. 

Recognition of the rieed for a national 
policy^ however^ mu^t not preclude an 
appreciatidfi for th^ important and 
often diverse local ^interests in the 
development and pev^rmance of edible 
^systems. Localism plays as important 
a role in oid* sy^t^ of^nass cormtuni- 

; cations as it does in our ^system: 
of government. Cdbte can fulfill its 
promise of providing"^ a medium for a 
multitude of diverse voices serving 
both local and national purposes only 
as long as state and local governments 
are given a substantial role in 
determining the policies for- cable 

». communications services. 
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^tatr nf (Cnum^rtintt 

GENCRAU ASSCMDUY 
^ STATC CAPITOl. 

MAdTrOHO. CONNECTICUT 0«H«^ 

COMMISSION TO STUDY THE EDUCATIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL 
USES OF CABLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 



The Honorable Mary Martin ' February 15, 1975 

The Honorable Howard Klebanoff 

CO-chaimien, Education Committee * 
State Capitol , 
Hartford, Connecticut 

Dear Senator M^ftin and Repr. Klebanoff; 

It gives me qr$at pleasure to transmit to vou and your colleaques on the 
Education Commfttee the First Report of the Commission to Study --the 
Educational and Informational Uses of Cable Telecommunications. 

As you are aware, the Commission was estsablished by Special Act 74-111 
of the 1974 session, and was ch^irged to make a studv of, and submit 
recommendations regarding, the importance, develooment and future uses 
of cable telecommunications for educational and informational ourooses, 
said report to be submitted to the General /\ssemblv no later thaji 
February 15, 1975. The sum of $50,000 was'-apnropriated to c^rry out 
the purposes of the Act. 

As you may know, the Commission has encountered several obstacles to date 
in its effort to carrv out the charge, of the Legislature and complete its 
report within the time alloted. Regrettably, we are not now in a position 
to provide you with a final reoort, for it was our feeling that the gravity 
of the subject matter committed to our study reouired that our invest+gation 
be carried out with all due deliberation. We have- therefore %cided to 
request that the General Assembly grafit us an extension of. our:*deadl ine ' 
sufficient to allow completion of the study in the manner in which it 
should be carried out, and. simultaneously provide you with this First % 
Report so that you will be aware of our activities to date. 

It is our belief that the proper development of the educational and informa- 
tional DOtential of cable telecommunications here in Connecticut is -of 
critical importance. At the present time, it is safe to say that cable 
teilevision is still in its infant stages here. It is a cotmiuni cations 
meldium that may one day reshaoe our lives in much the same way that 
technological advancements in the field of communications have always 
done. In light of the imoact that this medium could have on our lives, 
our educational institutions and the manner in which we handle information, 
the General Assembly, and more oarticularly , the Education Committee, 
' demionstrated great foresight in creating thi^i^Xommission to study this 
complex field. ^ 
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We are aware that Representative Klebanoff has introcjuced HB 6708, which 
would extend the life of the Commission to February 15, 1976. The 
Commission fully supports this bill, and applauds your initiative in 
introducing it, as this will provide us the time that: we feel will be*" 
necessary to do justice to the subject matter. 

There is another matter of which you should beware, one. that we^hope 
will be resolved in the very near future. That is the desperate need 
of tbe Commission to be allowed access to the funds appropriated to it. 

We have tried unsuccessfully) on several occasions to have these funds 
allocated to us as needed by the Legislative Management Committee. At 
^their December meeting, it was decided that no action should be taken 
until a decision was made by the 1975 session as to whether the life 
of the Commission should be extended. 

We have been in operation since October, and as the attached report reflects, 
have accomplished a good deal in that time. However, the financial uncer- 
tainty has placed a considerable strain on the morale of the Commission 
and its members, none of whom are comoensated for the many hours they 
have already put into this project. Further, this uncertainty has seriously 
impeded our ability to progress with our study at the pate and in the 
depth necessary. 

- The Commission, prior to January 1st., was the benefactor of the offer of 
the State Librarian to provide staff services using funds available to 
him under a Federal grant. Unfortunately, these positions were. lost 
when the grant expired at the end of December. Since that time, one of 
our; staff members has been working without salary, and the otheY* has 
left to seek more secure employment. Until we are able to begin drawing 
against our initial appropriation, our aWlity to complete the final 
report requested by the General Assembly is questionable; 

It is rny hope that the General Assembly will a,ct swiftly in the matter of 
extending the life of the Commission, and that in so doing, it will extend 
simultaneously the original appropriation, so that it does not lapse at the 
end of the fiscal year. In anticipation of early action by the Legislature 
we will shortly be preparing a revised budget for the Legislative Management 
Committee, and I will gladly provide you and the members of your committee 
with this document. With your support, it is our intention to work dili- 
gently over the next year to produce a report containing recommendations 
designed to insure that the citizens of Connecticut will reap the full 
'fruits of the vast educational and informational potential of cable 
telecommunications*. 

I trust that the information contained in this First Report is helpful to 
you in your deliberations. 



Sincerely, 

\J0HN JEFFREY ALMQUIST 
> Chairman 
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. STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY 
231 Cahtdl Avenue " Hartford, Connecticut 06115 

CABLR INFORMATION SERVICES • ROOM 601 

TEL.: 566-7315 



SPECIAL ACT 74-111 
film no.,5u6 

SutstxtUtH House Bill Mo. 5105 



AM ACt IStABtiSMlW A COHBISSIOM Oi THE 
iOUCATIOMAL .AMD IIIFOBBATIOMAL USES OF CABLE 
TSIBCOBBUVICAXXOMS. 



B« it •oACtad by th« Senate and Houb« of 
i«pr«i«ntAtiv«« ia qanartl Asaaatiy convanad: 

SactioD K Th^ra »n«ll ba a coaalBsi in 
coDBxatxng oi tour aaabara oi t!|ia joint atanding 
coaaxttaa on aducatron appointad by tka Ckairaan 
'Of aaid coaaittaa, not aora than tvo of vhda ahall 
Da of tha aaaa political party; apd tvanty-ona 
paraona apppointad by tiia govaroor, ona of vhoa 
ahall ba rapraaantatxva irpa^tha atata plaoning 
council; ona rapraaahtatitr^ f rpa tna boa)c4 for 
atata acadaaic awards; ona rapraaantativa frda tha 
Connacticut Inatituta for Haalth Banpowar' 
Baaourcaa; ona rapraaantativa frba tha connacticut 
Highar Education Talaviaion Aaaociation; ona 
rapraaantativa froa tna coaalaaion for highar 
aaucation; cna rapraaantativa froa tha atata 
library; ona rapraaantativa troa tha atatarDDard 
of aducation; ona rapraaantativa froa tha 
Connacticut Audio-*Viaual Education Aaaociation; 
ona rapraaantativa froa . Connecticut Public 
Xalaviaion; oaa rapraaantativa troa tha Cabla 
TalaviaioB Oparatora Aaaociation; ona 
captaaaatativa Iroa coaaarcial bcoadcaat 
talaviaion; one raprasa'ntative froa the 
Connecticut Conference of Mayors; one 
representative froa the coaaission on the arts; 
ona representative fros the Connecticut Library 
Association; one i^^presentative froa the public 
utilitiaa coaaisfllion; one representative froa the 
Connacticut Assoqiation for the Advaftceaent of 
School Adainistration; and five representatives of 
the public who have deaonstrated ilnterest- ana 
creativity in the inforaa tlonal and educational 
uses of the coBauaicatlons« 
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Smc* Said coHissioD shall conduct a 

study ot, and naka r^coaaondations regacding the 
iaportanca, dev«lopiaot and future use of cable 
talacoaaunications foe ^ educational and 
inforaatAonal pucpoacs. %kiB study shall b« aadc 
vitk raf eranca to Federal coaaUnications 
Coaaission regulaticns irhich require a. five year 
period during which cable channels aust be set 
aside for educational, local governaentalii and 
public access purposes, and shall include, but not 
be lis^ted to, the following: (1) The 
identifications ot the needs and costs of 
educational and inf oraational uses of cable 
telecoaiunications; (2) an eiasination of the type 
oc control and franchising of cable 
telecosBunications in Connecticut, including the 
distribution of channel usages, vhich viU. best 
protect; proaate and assure ' aaiiaua access for 
educational y^nd , inf oraational purposes; (3) 
devaiopaent of a state policy which will ensure 
funding adeguate ' to encourage educational 
fleiibility, convenience and eiperiaentation, aad 
to develop open or closed circuit progcaas for all 
educational levels and types of needed 
inf oraational services; (H) the feasibility of 
establishing coBB||nity .inf oraation centers which 
are convenient to non-*cable subscribers; (5) the 
aeaaii of co*»operating with other states in the 
developaitfft and use of cable telecoaaunica tions; 
(«) an eiaaiaauon of those criainal and civil 
laws^ ^including, bat. not liaitid to, libel, 
slaadec/ obscenity and copyrigat, which nay affect 
use of 'Snd «ic:cess to the cabie by placing 
liability J^n tha first ^instance on tht cable 
operator; '(7) cdnsideraticfti of the establishaent 
of a petaaiient coaaission on cable 
telecoBBunications; and (8) all - other geraana 
Batters. 

'Sec. 3. Said coaaission aay eaploy such 
professional and clerical assistance as it deeas 
necessary to carry out the provisions of this act. 

Sec. Said coaaission shall, not lat^r 

tnan February 15, 1975, report its findings to the 
1975 session of the general asseably and recoMend 
to said session of the general asseably any 
legislative prog raas wh ich will achiev e the 
purposes of this act. 

Sec. 5. The sua of fifty thousand dollars is 
appropriated to said coaaission to iapleaent the 
purposes of this act, which appropriation shall be 
frps'tne sua appropriated to the finance advisory 
coBsittee under section 1 of nuaber 74-31 of the 
special acts of the « current session ^ for ' the 
reserve for legislation affecting agency budgets 
and shall be adainister^d by the joint coasittee 
on legislative aanageaent. 



STAri>fl:ifT or purpose t to ••aur* th«t th« v«at •du^ationtl asd 
infox««tit>n«l potential of cabl« teUcoMumi cations vill be 
davalope4 «nd utiXiatd to th« gr«at«at poaaibU •xtant. 
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PURPOSE m PROCEDURES 

The eoranlsslon on the Educational and Informational Uses of Cable Telecon»nun1cat1ons 
-was convened on October 1, 1974 by Senator Ruth Truex and Representative Rufus Rose, Co- 
chairmen' of the Education CoWttee. Sentftor Truex cited the charge to the Comtiisslon: 
to study and make recommendations concerning the Importance, (Jevelopment and future use 
of cable telecoiTtnunlcatlons with specific reference to public ^hannels designated by the 
Federal Communications Comnlsslon for an experimental five-year^ period. • The Intent of ^ - 
the legislation was to develop -State policy for the most effective use of cable technol- 
ogy in the public Interest. <^ ' . 

• V 

Officers were elected, conmlttees formed, and policies and proced^ires ^adoptd<;l. Regular 
mee'tfngs were held at least twice monthly. Public hearings- were Held'in New London and 
Danbury. Public notice was duly given of all meetings. Records , Correspondence and 
other Conmiss ion files have been maintained for official audit and public inspection at 
the Conmission's headquarters at the State Library. — 

0- 

I 

Administrative and secretarial staff, office space,- telephone, duplicating and mailing 
faclTities to operate .the. Conmiss ion were contributed ; through December 31 , 1974 by the 
Con'hecticut Sta.te Library, With the expecta^on that funds appropriated to the Comnission 
would be made available to the Comnission to continue the implementation of the charge 
from the Legislature. Research and public irfformation services have been' provided by 
. the State Library to the Commission by the Library's Cable Information Services unit, 
whose director, Margaret Cleland, has served the Comnission as executive officer, on 
detached-service from the Library. 

Guidelines for this Pi*»et flcpoKt were drawn up by the Commission in January. Responsi- 
bility for writing the Report was assigned by the Commission to Mrs. Cleland, under the 
supervision of Or. Bernard Shea,. Chairman of the Comnlttee on the Study. 

•The Comnission offers the7?cpprt to acquaint members of the Legislature with the Ecology 
of cable in Connecticut and to share information and Impressions obtained from a n»*nber 
of organization^ and indi vidua Ts interested^^sing cable telecomnuni cations for public 
purposes.' The ;?cport, does not purport to be a technical', legal or analytical study with 
considered conclusions, a task that remains on the State of Connecticut's agenda. 



i^tatr n! (Tmutrrtirut 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY - 
■': ■' STATK CAPITOL - " , . ; " . 

HARTPORD. eONNCCTICUT OSIIS 

COMMISSION ON THE EDUCATIONAL 'AND INFORMATIONAL 

USfS. OF CABLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS _^ > 

c/o Connecticut SJate LiJ[?rifey/231 Capitol Ave. /Room iBOl/Hartford, CT 06115 
t' Tel.: (203) 566-7315. , 



FIRST STATE TO 
REGULATE CA&LE 



I- : 

I 

FIRST STATE 

I ■ 

TO FIELD A COMMIS- 
SION FOR PUBLIC 
USE OF CABLE 



LfGISLATIVE BACKGROUND: CONNECTICUT FIRSTS 

Connecticut is* a national pace-setter in cable legislation. 
Legislatipn enacted in 1963, authorizing the Public Untilities 
Commission to award franchises to community antenna television 
companies, made Connecficut the first state to regulate cable. 
Although most cable franchising in the country is still con- 
ducted at the municipal level, there is a discernible trend 
toward state regulation or oversight of some kind (summary 
sheet follows). ?!/ 

Jn 1974 the General Assembly again enacted first-of-its-kind 
cable legislation .by establishing the Commission on the Educa- 
tional and Informational Uses of Cable Telecommunications. The 
Commission's charge was to assure that a portion^ of the vast 
spectrum of cable channerl.s be devoted to public service uses re 
fleeting the needs and interests of Connecticut citizens/ The 
legislation was commended by the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, which in 1972 set aside three^ree so-called access 
channels for education, state and local government, and the 
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OTHERS LOOK TO 
CONNECTICUT FOR A 
MODEL STRATEGY 



general public. A number of other stalies .are drafting legis- 
lation similar to Connecticut's Special /Vet 74-111. 

The realization that time for expeririKen'tatfon with, access chan- 

nels is running out, and that assistance fo, develop quality 

public progranining is needed, is a mattetjof growing koncern 

to .access-minded citizens and officials ' aipross the country. 

/Vlkny now lobk* to Connecticut's Commission to devise a State 

- » ■ ■ ' - ' 

strategy that will help educators, public agencies and citizens 

'ma^ke effective use of cable. * 

m^^evident to the Commission that informetl Connecticut cit- 
izens cortsider public use of, public channels- important. It^ 
is also evident, however, that without a State policy and 
state support interesting and useful cable programming truly 
responsive to Connecticut's priorities and l)ublic interests 
may not be fully developed. Hopefully, the Commission will be 
authorized to continue its study and advise the Legislature 
how "to assure that the vast educational and informational 
' potential of cable telecommunications will be developed and 
utilized to the greatest possible extent." 
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STATES REGULATING CABLE TELEVISION (2/15/75) 



STATE ^ 

it" 

ALASKA 
CONNECTICUT 
• DELAWARE 

HAWAII 

t 

MASSACHU$ETtS 
MINNESOTA 



NEVADA 
. NEW JERSEY 



' NEW YORK 

RHODE ISLAND 
VERMONT 



■ FRANCHISING AUTHORITY 



PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITIES (COMMISSION 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 



DIVISION OF DEPARTMENT OF 
REGULATORY /^GENCIES OF PUC ' 



PUC 

"PUC 



MUNICIPALITY 
PSC FOR UNINCORPORATED AREAS 

PUC - 



COMMUNITY antenna' TELEVISIofj MUNICIPALITY i 

COMMISSION' ; COMMISSION CAN REVOKE FRANCHISE- 



CABLE COMMISSION — PRIOR ( 
APPROVAL BY COMMISSION AND CON- 
TIGUOUS MUNICIPALITIES REQUIRED 
TO ENCOURAGE JOINT FRANCHISING 

PUBLIC ^SERVICE COMMISSION ' 

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, 
OFFICE OF CABLE TV 



MUNICIPALITY 
PSC 

MUNiCIPALITY 



alsd 
COMMONWEALTH 
OF PUERTO RICO 



NEW JERSEY • 
OREGON 
TEXAS , ■ 
WASHINGTON 

WEST VIRGINIA 
WYOMING 



COMMISSION ON CABLE TELE- 
VISION 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD OF 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

PUBLIC UTILITIEJS-'COMMISSION 



COMMISSION ISSUES 
OF CONFIRMATION 

PUC ' 
. PSB ■ . 



CERX-IFICATES 
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pFNnTN,G LEG ISLATION 

ESTABLISH CABLE TELEVISION COUNCIL WITHIN PUC 

ESTABLISH STATE COMMISSION ON -TELECOMMUN I CATI ONS 

ESTABLISH PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMI^S'ION 

pqTARI ISH STATE COMMISSION ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
ReJSlaIe CABLE UW^^^^^^ AND TRANSPORTATION CC^MISSION 

ESTABLISH PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

ESTABLISH A SECTION WITHIN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION^TO 
.REGULATE CABLE 

INCLUDE CABLE°IN LOCAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS (FOR UNj:^ 



CABLED AREAS) 



10 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

C/O N N H CT I C V T STATE LIBRARY 
231 Capitol Avenue • Hartford,- CoNNEcrictlT 06115 



CONNECTICUT/ CABLE TV FACT SHEE 

February 15, 1975 



FRANCHISES AWARDED: 
TOWNS COVERED BY 'FRANCHISES: 
. i 



19 I NUMBER OF SYSTEMS OPERATING: 9 
99 I TOWNS RECEIVING' SgRV^CE: 21 



r 



\ 











Coastal Cable TV Co. 


Groton 


2,000 


0 

Ledyard, North Stonington, 
Vol un town, Stonington 

■ ^ ' — ■ — — 


Community TV Systems, 
Inc. 1 1 


Wallingford 


(ready to go) 


East Haven, North Haven, Branford, 
Guilford, N.Branford, Madison 


Eastern Conrtecticut - 
Cable Television 


Newj London, E. 
Lyme, Waterford, 
Montville 


10,000 ■ 


Plainfield, Killingly, Putnam, 
Griiswold 

1 r — 


Greater Hartford CATV 

» 


Manchester 


(ready to go) 


Wethersfield, Newingjbon, Rocky 
Hill , Glastonbury 


* 

Laurel Cablevision 


Tqrrington 


2,900 


Watertown, Litchfield, Thomaston 


New Mil ford CATV 


New Mil ford 


2,000 


Bridgewater 


Teleprompter of 
Danbury 


Danbury, Bethel 


12,250 




Telesystems Corp. 


Meriden 


2,200 


Southington, Cheshire, Wolcott, 
rrospecu 


United Cable TV of 
Connecticut 


New Britain 


1,500 


Bristol, Plainville, Farmington, 
Berlin 


Valley Cable Vision 
Co. 


Shelton, Nauga- 
tuck, Ansonia, 
Seymour, Derby, 
Oxford, Beacon 
Falls 


12,000 


Bethany 


Waterbury Conmunity 
Antenna, Inc. 


Waterbury 


5,500 


Plymouth, Middlebury 


TOTAL: 

0 


21 towns 


50,300 
16 


33 towns 
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CONNECTICUT CATV/ FRANCHISE HOLDERS - January 1975 



BRIDGEPORT COMMUNITY ANTEN-i 

NAE TELEVISION CO. 
(TelePrompTer of Bridgeport) 
P. 0. Box 484 (135 Main Si.) 
Danhury, CT 06810 



Frank StaleA 
Dist. Mgr., TPT 
of ;Danbury 
792-0900 



r 



Bridgeport^ M-h?of^, Strat- 
ford , Orange , Wooiiibri dge 



CABLE VIDEO, INC. 

P. 0. Box 272/Waterford 06385 



Peter Matthews, Exec, Norwich, Prestonl^ Sprague, 
Vice-fPres. - 442-8525 Lisbon,' Bozrah, Franklin 



COASTAL CABLE TV CO. 
19 Moss Ledge Rd./>testport 06880 



Bernard Perry,, Pres. 
226-6986 



Mel 
481 



ShTanF 
-3434^ 



Groton, Sttyfiingtoh, Ledyard, - 
N. Stoningtdn, Voluntown 



coMMUNrfy" TV s^&tems 

Box 667/Branfor| 06405y 

CONNECTICUT RIVER CABflE TV Bernard Perry, Clinton, Old Saybrook, Essex, Durham, 

c/o Mois Ledge Rd./Westport 06880 P»'es..r 226-6986 Haddam west of CT River, Westbrook, 
y. I , Deep River, Chester, Killingworth 



Pres. Wallingford, E. Haven, North Haven, 
Branford, Guilford, N. Branford, 
Madison 



EASTERN CONN. CABLE TELEVISION, 
r INC. - P. 0. Box 272/ 
Waterford, 06385 



Peter Matthews 
442-8525 



GREATER HARTFORD CATV - 

801 Parker St. /Manchester 06041 



New London, Waterford, Plainfield, 
Mohtville, Killinglyi^ast Lyme, 
Putnam, Griswold , 



Vincent King, Mgr. 
646-6400 



HAYSTACK CABLEVISION, INC. 
510 Main St./Winsted 06098 



Nicholas Eddy, 
Pres. - 379-2758 



Manchester, Wethersfield, Newingti 
Glastonbury,,, Rocky Hill / 

jhaan, Norfolk, 
ianaan 



Salisbury, North 
Sharon, Cornwal 



HARTFORD CATV - 611 New Park 
Ave. /West Hartford 06110 



Raymond A. Petow, 
Mgr. - 233-6228 



rth fiah 
iall,J^a 



•Hartford, West Harvtford, East Hart- 
ford, Windsor^ BlOomfield, Simsbury 



LAUREL CABLEVISION, INC. 
P. 0. Box 516 (339 Main St.) 
Torrington 06790 



Monroe F. Rifkin, 
Pres. - 489-0135 



TorringtoJi, Watertown, Litchfield, 
Thomaston ' 



NEW MILFORD CATV - (30 Elm St.) Paul M. Hancock, 
P. Q, BofX. 237/New Mil ford 06776 Pres. - 355-0115 



New Mil ford, Bridg;j^water 



NORTHWEST CABLEVISION, INC. 
110 Main St./Winst6d 06098 



Anthony S. Katona, Winchester, Harwintbn, New Hartford, 
Mgr. - 379-2288 Barkhamsted, Goshen 



SYSTEMS TV, INC. (109 Church St., Matthew Jenetopulos, 
Rm. 608) P.O. Box 3027/New HaVen 06515 Pres. r. 389-5321 



New Haven , Iflest Haven , 



Hamden 



TELEPROMPTER OF DANBURY 

(135 Main St.) P. 0. Box 484/ 

Danbury 06810 



Frank Staley, Dist^ 
Mgr. - 792-5572 



Danbury, Bethel 



TELEPROMPTER OF MIDDLETOWN 
/(office closed 1973) 



Frank Staley - 
Danbury 792-5572 



Middletown, Portland, Cromwell, 
East Hampton, Middlefield 



TELESYSTEMS CORPORATION r William Chain, Mgr. 
683-685 E. Main St./Meriden 06450 634-1680 



Meriden, .Southington, Cheshire, 
Wolcott, Prospect ' 



UNITED CABLE TV OF CONNECTICUT 
319 Cooke St./Plainville 06062 



Russel Johnson 
747-6891 



New Britain,.Bristol , Plainville, 
Farmington, Berlin^ .. 



VALLEY CABLE VISION CO. " Oavid A. Coe. 

80 Great Hill Rd. /Seymour 06483 Mgr. - 735-9505 



WATERBURY C0M1UNITY ANTENNA, INC. John Baker, 
24 E. Aurora St./Waterbury 06708 757^2400 



Shelton, Naugatuck, Ansonia, Seymour, 
Derby, Oxford, Bethany, Beacon Falls 

Waterbury, Plymouth, Middlebuiry 
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(19 areas) 



page 12 



(99 towns) 



WAT IS CATV? 



CABLE NO LONGER 
,MERELY A MASTER 
COMMUNITY ANTENNij; 
FOR TELEVISION 



Back in the early sixties when the G^eral Assembly authorized 
the PUC to franchise community antenna television companies, 
few legislators would have imagined what^ advanced cable tech- 
nology would brirtg. A decade or so later an article in the 

» 

Hartford Courant described cable as follows: 

Cable televiaion ia a system of picture and sound 
transmission through cables into people ^s homes over 
standard television sets. Reception is ecccellent 
because the signal is protected by cable — no stg,tic^ 
no ghosts^ no interference, .^^As many as 64 channels 
can be used for voice and non-voice communicatijms be- 
tioeen home and a television studio ^ school ^ museum j 
library J bankj hospital^ police^i fire departm^}tj and 
the likej and can be used^atso for meter 'reading^ / 
burglar alarms^ facsimile of newspapers^ record keep- " 
ingj mail J messages^ opinion polls j and so on. Even 
by excluding the most sophisticated uses^ cable tele- 
vision can receive up to 65 channels providing every 
type of programming from entertainment to education 
to "public information to religious services to sports 
to consumer information, . 



NEW TECHNOLOGY 
AUGMENTS CAPABIL I- . 
TIES OF CABLE 



CABLE INTERFACE 
WITH OTHER INDUS- 
TRIES RAISES 
COMPLEX ISSUES 



See diagram, Bold New Concept, and Cabletter for description 
of technology. 

With interconnection and networking via satellite not far in 
the offing, cab}e will be able to serve large and small groups 
of people everywhere for as many purposes as people will invent. 

The rapid advance in technology has linked cable telecommuni- 
cations with major national industries television and radio 
broadcasting, telephone, motion picture and music, electonic 
data processing, and conmuni cations satellites. These linkages 
have given rise to hotly contested issues, most of them yet to 
be resolved. 
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The complexity of the issues poses problems for ready ac^^sT" 

to cable teleconmunications in the public interest. 
14 

19 



BOLD MEMI CONCEPT 



NETWORK 
PROGRAMS 



CENTRAL 
CONTROL 
CENTER 



LIVl 
REGIOMSiL 
PROGRAI 



EDUCATlCNAl 
PROGRAMmiN( 



COMMUNITY 
A 



MADISON 

SQUARE 

GARDEN 



COMMUNITY 
D 




* * . Ecproduoed with 

•Aa^cMENf'iNNCOoTiATiON pernieeion of 

ERIC 



FMH TALKING BACK: CITIZEN FEEDBACK AND CABLE TELEVISION 



The MIT Press 1973 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
and London, England 



Edited by 
Ithlel de Soli 
Pool 



pp. 59-60 




Excerpt from PART I— WHAT CABLE CAN BRING, 
Section 4— "Coninunity Control of Cable Television 
Systems" by Charles Tate, staff member of the 

\ National Cable Information'^Servlce In the Urban 
Institute, Washington, D. C. 

^ ( Sop PORT UNITIES FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

1^ Cable television provided a ■ubitantial opportunity for urbin minority com- 
munities to develop and control the moat powerful cultuflCl and social instru- 
ment in their communities. It can also provide a viabl^Msconomic base and 
political leverage for /power -deficient communities. 

A partial listing of the wide variety of program lisas will give soma idea 
of the development pdssibilities: , ' / _ _ 



V j Intercom 
ferences 



Educational Uiei 
Video corirespondence courses 

Special education programs for unskilled/trorke 
sen0» and handicapped persons yr' 

nmpJ^W.for students who ariT temporarily confined^ 



rams 



V 



leotaped educationlil programs with other schools* for example, 
travel, and cuUural programs 

rconnection ojf schoorpysKems to facilitate administration, teacher con- 
and sefininars y 



o 
Co 

Co 

<o _ 
O g ^ 

to ^ 
y to -q: 

6 

^ SO 
Q c3 




Greater use of <;ibmputen:^d\e sting and grading — thus giving teachers ihore 
time for individual instruction; 

\ 

Health Uses \ , 

Interconnection of medical facilities (private offices, clinics, hospitals) to 
provide a wider , range of consi^ltation services to patients on an emergency 
or nonemer|{ency basis — espe<^a^^y those without means of transportation 

Wide dissemination of preventive medical and dental information to the com- 
munity ' \ 

InformatioT^programs concerning sanitatioi^ sewage, rat control* garbage 
control* and similar pi^oblems. \ 



:ts 



automobile. 



Legal and Consumer Uses 

Listing of substandard jknd abandor , ^ . 

Review of leases, agreements, ^^80'4^T"^lFf]b|^ 
Discussion of labeling, marking, pricing of food, driig, clothing, 
^nd other consumer products 

Establishment of a "hotline" in legal aid and consumer ^otection agencies to 

provide immediate notice of fraudulent and exploita^llle practices 

■\_ 

Use of videotaped records and depositions in nonjury cases\ 

Safety Uses \ 
Installation of fire emergency and burglar alarm systems in eV^ry home 
(these systems can operate over the same cable that brings in !^deo signals) 

Automatic gas, water, and electric meter readings 
Rumor control 

Disaster and emergency warning systems 

.15 
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THE EXPERIENCE OF THE COfWSSION 



PUBLIC HEARINGS HELD 
IN HEH LONDON AND 
DANBURY ^ . 



PUBLIC HEARING TO BE 
HELD AT SEYMOUR 
HIGH SCHOOL 



' In the course of its first threVnwnths of operations- the 
Conmission on the Educational^ and Informational Uses of Cable 
Tel ecoranuni cations has gained \ basic appreciation of the 
potential of cable telecommunications for public service pur- 
poses. The Conmission has also learned first-hand that educa- 
tors, officials and informed citizens are eager to take advan- 
tage of the new technology cable brings to improve the quality 
of life for the people of our State. Information was obtained 
directly at public meetings ;of the Commission in New London 

* and Danbury. Statements were presented to the Commission at 

• regular meetings in Hartford held at -iTBast -twice a month. 
Some information has been transmitted to the Conmissidn 
through staff and surveys conducted by individual Commissioners 

• Information offered to the Commission by groups and 

individuals already experience^ tn cable thoughtfully addresses 
some of the issues listed in' the^ Conmission 's charge. Much 
valuable input of this nature was\obta1ned at the Cpmnission's 
public hearing at the Danbury Publ^ Library, which operates 
the official municipal information agency in that city.. The 
first cable system in the State was built in Danbury and began 
operating in February 1972. ^ 

Because of the need to report to the Geiheral Assembly^by Feb- 
ruary 15 the ConmissiOj;v postppned a public hearing in Seymour 
and has yet to schedule hearings in ljleriden apd other areas 
where cable systems- are operating. Citizens' groups represent- 
ed In the Connecticut Cable Coalition prepared extensive 

I 



2.1 



WHAT ABOUT 
UNFRANCHISED AREAS? 



statements to present to the Comm'ssi'on at Seymour. The Com- 
mission intends to hear these statements and to resume regional 
public hearings as planned. 

The question of cable service for unfranchised iareas or non- 

• J ' 

operating areas has also arisen. Most of southwestern Conncfct- 
icut and the Wiridham area are unfranchised. In Bridgeport, New 
Haven and Middle town, where franchises w?re awarded, the sys- 
tems have not been built. Construction ifi Hartford is stalled 
pending the outcome of litigation. 



STATEMENTS 
PRESENTED 



The following is a partial list of individuals and organizations, 
that have submitted statements of opinion, reports or other in- 
formation for the Commiission's consideration. 



Hartford Public Library 

La Casa de/Puerto Rico, Hartford 

Norman CohrL New Haven 

Washington State Library 

Rep, Clarice Osiecki, Danbury 

American Society for Training & 
Development, Conn. Chapter 

Confnecti cut Audio Visual Edu- 
cation Association 

Connecticut Library Association 

Connecticut Association for the 
Advancement of School 
Administratidin 

Groton Public Schools 

Trinity-Rensseljaer Institute for 
Community Edujcation 

The Council for Educational Tel- 
evision Access of Danbury 

Rev. Dr. John Gagnon, Clinical 
Coordinator, Danbury Hospital 
Day Treatment Program 

Gerald Robilptti, Assistant Ad- 
ministrator for Education, 
Danbury Hospital 

•Gerald Dash, Darien 

Kay Kohl, New Rural Society, 
Windham County 

Peter Goldmark, Goldmarko Communi- 
cations 

Darien Cable Conmission 



John O'Neill, Mitre Corporation, McLean, Virginia 

Paul Capra, University of Connecticut 

Arnold Posner, Cable-RAVE, Meriden 

Harry Osgood, Area Cooperative Educational Ser- 
vices, New Haven 

Connecticut Town A City Managers Association 

Kas Kalba, Harvard University 

John Wolfkeil » Supt. of Schools, Danbury 

Dr. Howard Jacobson, Uhiversity of Bridgeport 

Hoi lis Huston, State Dept. of Conmunity Affairs 

George H. Murray, Institute of Public Service, 
University of Connecticut 

Barbara Klein, Killingworth Local Advisory Coun. 

Elizabeth Fast, Target '76 

Peter Matthews, Eastern Connecticut Cable 
Television, Inc., New London 

Bryan Sperry^ Eastern Connecticut Cable Tele- 
vision, Inc., New London 

John Writtner, Old Lyme Schools 

Bernard Perry, Coastal Cable TV Co., Westport 

Sydney Walton, West Hartford 

Connecticut Higher Education Television Assoc."' 

Ivor Hugh, VOTU, West Hartford 
'Rev. Robert H. Naylor, First Congregational 
Church , ^Danbury . 

Connecticut Office of Civil Preparedness 

Prof. Wi.lliam Melody, Annenberg School of Com- • 
munications , University of Pennsylvania 

Stanley J. Quinn, Radio/TV Center, University 
of Connecticut 
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Groton Board of Education 
Danbury Taxpayers Associ ati on 
Danbury Chamber* of Commerce 
Equal Rights Comnlsslon, Danbury 
Edmond DeVoe , Danbury 
Mayor Charles, Ducibel la, Danbury 
Mayor John Quine, Meriden 
Stuart Pifrter, Danbut^y Public 

Library 
Connecticut Cable Coalition 
Russell Library, Middletown» 
Rotary Club, East Hartford 
American Association of Univer- 
sity Women, Greater Hartford 
and C 1 i nton-Ki 1 1 i ngworth 
Chapters 



Bernard Z. Friedlander, University of Hartford 

Josh Smith, Community Renewal Team, Hartford 

New Lqndon Public Library Board 

Danbury Public Schools, Dept. of Adult Education 

Danbury Commission on the Aging 

The Cable Television Education Planning Commit- 
tee, New Haven 

Connecticut Council on Human Services 

Middletown Ad Hoc Conmittee for Cable TV 

Middletown Commission on the Arts and Cultural 
Activities ^ 

Local Advisory Council for Cable Television: 
Hartford, West "Hartford, East. Hartford, 
Simsbury, Bloomfield, Windsor 

Sydney Rauchbach, Groton Public Library Board 



Commbn to all presentations to the Commission is the call for 
' an unequivocal State policy to support. public use of public 
NEEDS FOR STATE channels. Cited as needs are training and equipment, technical 

SUPPORT CITED assistance, research and development, public information, and 

X assured access to channels, in short, formulation of a coordin- 
at?d State strategy to develop the potential of cable in the 
public Interest. Affluent and less affluent communities alike 
look to the State to develop public policy for public use of 
cable. The consensus of informed opinion supports the -view 
that the quality of life in Connecticut is at issue. 

Some of the concern expressed' to the Commission stems from the 
chronic state of flux of Federal regulations pertaining to 
cable. In capsule, current FCC access rules require cable , 
systems operating in, the top-100 markets, which cover most of 
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FCC REDUCES REQUIRE- 
MENTS FOR 
LOCAL CHANNELS 



CABINET REPORT TO 
THE PRESIDENT ALSO. 
RECOMMENDS REDUCING 
ACCESS CHANNELS 



Connecticut, to make channels and simple studio facilities 
available to education, government and the general public free 
of charge for an experimental period of five years. If the 
channels are not well utilized, they can revert to the cable 
operator for other uses. SimiTarly, leased channel rTlf" lot 
used, could revert to the cable system after five years. The 
requirements for public access facilities, however, have been 
progressively reduced by FCC in the hope of relieving the. cable 
industry of burdensome Investment in public access at a time 
when capital for construction Is scarce. The cutback is justi- 
fied, says FCC, since public channels are not being used. A 
recent ruling also eHminstes the requiremeot for local origin- 
ation in markets outside the so-called top-100. Local origina- 
tion differs from public access in that the cable operator is 
responsible for programming the channel and" is free to Use 
advertisements to cover his costs. This ruling affects only a 
few towns in Connecticut. One is New London, where local orig- 
ination was recently all but suspended. 

Indications are, moreover, that FCC may reduce the three access 
channels to one in the near future, at least in the case of 
systems construc^ted before 1972. A Cabinet Report to the Pres- 
ident from the Office of Telecommunications Policy, recommend- 
ing new legislation, already drafted, would' also reduce the 
number of required access channels to. one. *In the face of 
these developments increasing numbers of Connecticut citizens 
must look to the State for assurance that time and support will 
be duly provided to allow for adequate experimentation with 
public uses of public channels. 
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FCC-PUC 
REUTIONSHIPS 



CONNECTICUT: „ 
A GOOD MARKET 
FOR CABLE 
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Because FCC has preempted regulation of the access channels,^ 
the Public Utilities Conmission has deferred to FCC inTacces^^ 
matters. In August 1972 PUC, which is the franchising^uthor^ 
ity in Connecticut» modified certain tenms of franchises 
issued before the. 1972 FCC Rulemaking. In making these changes 
at that time, PUC stated its conviction that it was "in the 
best interest of the Connecticut citizenry that Cohnepticut 
CATV franchises ^ consistent with FCC rules and regulations 
where practicable." On another occasion the Chairman of the 
PUC, reviewing the regulatory situation in Connecticut, ob- 
served that "the Congress and the FCC ... could have ^preempted 
CATV and left the. states no jurisdiction at all. They did not 
do that but (they basically left to the states only the power 
pf franchisifg and rate setting." 

In the face of mounting Federal restrictions on public access 
channels, however, the question arises: What expedients and 
incentives can Connecticut devise to assure the availability 
and utilization of public channels? 

Many advantages, however, mitigate the prevailing uncertain- 
ties over F^yeral regulation. The Connecticut market for both 
conventional and innovative cabTe services is vfavorable. The 
education,' business and professional comnunities as well as 
the cable, industry are interested in developing public use Of 
public Channels. Equipment! and expertise W. widely available 
in schools and colleges. Technical assistance is available 
from a number of Stdte agencies and institutions. Construction 
is proceeding apace, and the technology is advanWd. Geography 
is compact. • - . 
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COWISSION AND LOCAL 
ADVISORY COUNCILS 
CAN STIMULATE GROWTH 
OF PUBLIC CHANNELS 



STATE OF THE ART 
>EPORT IN PROCESS 



STATE VIEWED AS 
HIGHLY ELIGIBLE FOR 
DEMONSTRATION FUNDS 



id 

ERIC 



Connecticut has also created a nunber of institutions to en- 
courage innovation. Chief among these-^are the Commission on 
the Education^al and Informational Uses of Cable Telecommunica- 
tions and the Local Advisory Councils, which can set into 
motion a statewide dynamic for the development of useful and 
interesting programming responsive to the interests of Connect- 
icut people and the priorities of the State^ 

The Commission is currently preparing a detailed report on the 
state of the art in Connecticut, -^eluded in the report will 
be statements of what cable . mieans to different organizations 
and sectors in Connecticut, with facts and figures about con- 
stituencies. The report will also include projections of 
progranming likely to be developed for public channels in Con- 
necticut. A later report will deSl with alternative strategies 
and incentives for developing sucn programming. 

There are officials in the Federal Government, in the cable c- 
industry, in research ornanizaliohs who fee"i"^h^ Connecticut 
presents favorable characteristics for a major demSsifcratitJn. 
in public service uses of cab! e^*^ A proposal. 
stiSdylVr statewide educational demon^r^rti^^ tele- 
communications was presented ta"the"'tegtslature late in 1973 
by the Mitre Corporation, an acknowledged leaderJjLi^he field 
of system design for interactive cable ser^qces. (The Mitre 
proposal and testimony tb the Commission are appended to File 
Copies of the first Repoht.) The creation of the Commission on 
the Educational and Informational Uses of Cable Teleconmunica- 7 
tions has heightened expectations that Connecticut will con- 
ceive a viable strategy to program designated access channels. 
26 , 30 ^ ^ 



NEED TO CLARIFY HOW 
CABLE WILL BE REGU- 



LATED 
ADMIN 



UNDER NEW 
STRATION 



CAN CABUE BE USED TO 
.EQUALIZE\EDUCA}^? 
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Successful implementation .of- the Cownission's charge can 
attract talent artd funds fbr cable research and development in 
Connecticut thiat will benefit the citizens of our State and 
serve as a much sought-after model elsewhere in the country. 

To carry out the charge, however, the Comnission will need the 
help of the Legislature in addressing import^t related issues. 
One of these is the impact of proposed changes in the Public 
Utilities Commission on the regulation 6f cable in Connecticut. 

Another consideration is the opportunity to focus expertise in 
the statewide cornnuni cat ions survey under way on the applica- 
tions of cable technology to the educational and informational 

needs of children and adults wherever they live in our State. 

■ •» - ■ 

(The survey is discussed below.) The need to explore the use 
of cable as a trade-off in energy and trarTSja^tation is f)arti/6u- 
larly urgent in view of a request from the Stare Board ofyEdu- 
cation to the Comnission to invL^j;-iijaUMihe feasimlity/of using 
cable as a means of equalizing educational o^rt^ity. 
text. of Comnjissioner Shedd's request appears in a section or 
education, below. 

Much needed is a concerted effort to canvass systematicaVly 
sources of^ Federal funds for cable-related purposes. Substan- 
tial amounts of funds applicable to the development of cable to 
enhance local coimuni cation are available, for example, under 
the new F^eral Community Development Act. The Department of 
Community' Affairs has applied for a $100,000 grant under the 
Act t^ assist local governments in developing the municipal 
chanjfiel (see section on the Government Channel, below). Larger 
ampunts of such funds may be available to establish -community 
"^information centers in branch libraries, for example; to cable- 
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MAJOR SEARCH SHOULD 
BE MOUNTED TO 
OBTAIN AND 
COORDINATE GRANTS 



cast conmunity programs from state colleges and public librar- 
ies; to fund public Information projects and programs. Funds 
fot video equipment and tv lippductlon facilities are available 
undeV a range of HEW Federal titles for schools, colleges, 
libraries and public television. Funds are also available 
from the National Science Foundation, the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and 
other sources. The Conmisslon is currently Investigating the 
availability of assistance from the Federal Civil Service Com- 
mission and the U.S. Department of Labor for the training of 
intergovernmental personnel. With support from the legislators 
and assistance from' exeiqutive departments of the State the 
Commission could develop a coherent statewide strategy for 
seeking public and private grants and applying them to develop \ 
public use of public Cable channels throughout Connecticut. 



PATTERNS OF USE 
OF INFORMATION 
SERVICES CAN 
PROVIDE 'fNPUT TO, 
SYSTEM DESIGN 



High on the list -of the Commission's priorities is the study of 
patterns of use of information services such as Library-line, # 
th6 Governor's State Information Bureau, and certain "hotline" 
telephone services. Evaluation of the use of these services/ 
will be of great help in making decisions about the design of 
public cable programming^ n Connecticut. These sery^ices are 
valuable not only for the convenience and econony they offer 
in and of themselves but also for what their use may reveal 
^ about as yet unfilled information need?^ in Connecticut. 
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In this connection, it is of interest to note that ah estimated 



^ ten per cen^t^of calls to Library-line could use a video dimen- 
sion to good advantage. Calls to Library-line are cost- 
effective in terms of conservation of manpower and material 
resources. A vidiso capability might well reduce expenditures 
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SURVEY COULD YIELD 
DATA ON COST- 
EFFECTIVENESS 



further by cutting back the need for -sendltng copies of docu- 
ments. The opportunity for callers to scan the terminal of 
the New York Times Data Bank at the ^tate Library would greatly 
enhance the value of this facility jbo State agencies, scholars 
and other researchers in Connectici^lt. ^ 

I. 

Communications needs for Connecticut istate government and in- 
terrelated regional and local systems are currently being 
surveyed by the Applied Research Division of Booz, Allen and 
Hamilton, Inc. under the' direction of the State Office of Civil 
Preparedness and the Connecticut Conrouni cations Coordinating 
■ Committee. The study will consider existing and alternate modes 
and levels of -communi^vLtion's, inpluding interface with^GOmmuni- 
cations systems in adjacent states and regions^/Tfie six major 
governmental areas to be studied are criminal justice and law 



enforcement agencies; conservation ^d human resources; health 
and emergency medical servicesf education; transportation; and 
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general government. The study is due to be completed by June. 

Since any survey of comntunications needs in Connecticut would 
not be complete without consideration of cable, the Commission 
urges, that the Booz, Al len and *amil ton study consider cable as 
an alternative mode for delivering a range of educational and 
informational services. Information from the study can be used 
immediately to facilitate planning and budgeting for the Board 
for State Academic Awards, which administers the external deg 
program, and for the State Board of Education. Both Boards are 
actively interested in exploring the use of cable as a cost- 
effective system for delivering educational services. Results 
of the study would also be applf cable readily to a number of 
research, health and consumer services. 
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PUBLIC INFORMATION 
RADIO PROPOSED 



CONTINUING STUDY 
ESSENTIAL 




Not to be overlooked is the fact that cable can deliver dozens 
of FM radio signals in addition to video. A proposal for regu 
lar statewide public information radio programs has been pre- 
sented to the Corinission for study. 

All these matters require informed decision-making, in which 
the Commission can play an effective role. It will not be 
enough, however, to list possible community uses of cable or 
even to provide free channels. Leadership and coordination 
will be needed to mount the promotional effort, programq],ing 
effort, demonstration effort and" financing effort that must ^ 
accompany our good intentions. Continuing study is essential 
for optimal use of cable in the public interest to assure; 
access to educational opportunity and free flow of infpr- . 
mati on between citizens and government and among citizens / 
themselves., 



EXTENSION REQUIRED 
TO MAKE PROPER . 
RECOWENDATIONS 



In view of the factors and considerations cited herein it is 

recommended that the Legislature enact Bill 6708 proposed by 

Rep. Howard Klebanoff as follows^ 

That the reporting date of the cormiesion 
eatabliahed by epeaial act 74^111 to study 
and make recormendationa regarding the 
importance^ development and future use of 
: Qcd>le teleooimunioatione for educational 
and informational purposes be changed from 
February 15. 1975 to February IS, 1976. 
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^OCAL ADVISORY COUNCILS FOR CABLE TEIEVISIOH; 




In iresponse to a petition and statements from a numbc 
groups and Individuals Interested In effective use of designated 



access channels, tl(ie Public Utilities Comnlsslop-^festabllshed 

Is for Cable Telev^»i^1n areds of the 
State where franchises have been granted. .Thp^ounclls were 
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PUC ESTABLISHES 
,iOCAL* COUNCILS 
TO DEVELOP 

C0M1UNITY CABLE established to encouVage t'he development community program- 

ming. A survey by thfe Conmlsslon shows that many appointments 
have not yet'.been madeV a f§/counc11s have not held their • 
first meeting. Mem^ief^s'of Local Advisory Councils are listed 
below by town. Thus far the appointment of 164 LAC members has 
been confirmed to PUC; many other appointments have actually 
been made, possibly totalling nearer 200. 

Lacking precedent and specific guidelines, some Councils are 
finding It difficult to define their role. Since the Councils 
as such are constituted after the franchise has been granted, 

0 

the opportunities and problems they address are those concerned" 
with the . construction and operation of the systems. In some 
cases, such as Danbury-Bethel , the system was substantially 
constructed before the PUC ruled that the Councils be estab- 
11 shed. Problems there have been minimized because an educa- 
tlonal consortium was formed to produce community programs. 
Trg^consortlum Is active and the City Codncll recently appointed 
a consortium member, the Danbury Public Library, to cablecast 
local programming. ^ 

'Some Councils face dllemnas If construction has been greatly 
STOP IN CONSTRUCTION delayed or has started and stopped. In the case of Middletown 
SPURS MIDDLETOWN effective local leadership emerged on an ad hoc basis to cha^ 

TO ACTION • lenge the franchise when construction stopped. 
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COUNCILS LACK 
PRECEDENT AND 
GUIDELINES 

DANBURY IS STATE'S 
FIRST MODEL FOR ' 
MUNICIPAL PROGRAM- 
MING 



COUNCILS WANT 
STATE LIBRARY TO 
CIRCULATE LAC REPORTS 

lo* share^informati6n 



USE of^ ACCESS Channels 
raises many questions 



A Commission survey confirms. the evident need among the 

7 

Councils and their commurrities for information about cable 
and its uses. A proposed exchange of information among 
Councils, viewed with favor and delegated by the PUC to 
the State Library, however, requires funds and staff which 
the Library now lacks. 4-- " - 

Questions raised by the Local Advisory Councils and other 
groups interested in cable, as well as by the Qormiission 
itself, include the.fo] lowing: 

1) Is the operator the appropriate supepvi so»»^ 
the access channels? ° 

2) Can responsibility for ^pervtsldn be transferred 
from the operator to the Logii Advisory Council? 

a) How can a Council be resporjsive to the 
total community? 

b) How can the Council be protected from 
' political pressure? 

c) Can the Council be vested with the author- 
ity to establish production facilities/ 
create a training program for the- cormiunity 
for use of the access channels, create pro- 
grams, and schedule use of the access 
channels? 

3) What constitutes "minimal equipment and facilities" 
for program production? How is it to be provided 
and managed? Can the State require a cable operator 
to install a time base corrector to facilitate the 
cablecasting of community-produced programs? 
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4) Where are differences ir\ judgment ort access program- 
ming settled? How is thje public informed— and by • 
whom— regarding access channel opportunities and 
rights? Should th6 .o^ratojc-fee-^qui red to presfent 
announcements on local' origination and access chan- y 
nels? Place notices in program guide? Place notices 
in local newspaper? 

. - / 

5) Can a reasonable percentage be prdvided on gross 

receipts of the cable qperation for administration^by 
a local cable citizens board? Would such an invest- 
' ment enhance the value of the system and thus be of 
value to the operator? * 

6) What other funding sources should be considered? 

7) What is meant by "first-come" on a "non-discrimina- 
tory" basis? How is this to be implemented? Can a 
local controlling authority be established? 

8) Can the State require more technical capab*ility for 
two-way communication than that required by the FCC? 
For example, can the State require interconnection of 
educational' and other public institutions? -With two- 

•"^ay video and voice audio capability? 

9) Do cable systems in Connecticut require authorization 
•from the State to interconnect discrete regional 
systems via microwave or other technology? 

10) Does the cable operator need safeguards from the 
State in terms of unreasonable demands for production 
assistance, equipment, staff? Do minimum and maximum 
standards need to be established? 
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These are only some of the questions that Local Advisory 
Councils in Connecticut are addressing as gajJc'ators, officials, 
citizens and cable cQpany representatives meet irT their 
,| early sessions. Since the Federal Government preempts regu- 

lation of the designated access channels, the Public Utilities 
Commission did not issue guidelines for the Councils. Federal 
rules for cable access issued in 1972, moveover, were general 
^ in nature and are in process of modification r 

e ■ ■ , 

The absence of specific guidelines for the Local Advisory 
Councils, however, can work to the advantage of cable and 
coranunity programming in Connecticut. After assessing the 

CONNECTICUT LOCAU needs and interests of their respective constituencies, the . 

COUNCILS MAY DEVELOP Councils may well develop various models of modus operandi. 

DIVERSE MODELS^ The multi-town nature of the franchise areas will, foster the 

early development of interconnected programming that may be of 
interest to a larger audience. LAC. reports and minutes 
collected by the State Library will constitute valuable docu- 
mentation of citizen opinion about cable in the industry's 
early stages of development in Connecticut. 
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Bridgeport 
Denis Lorenz 
Mil ford 

Robert W. Shields 
Orange 



COMMISSION ON THE EDUCATIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL 
i ' USES OP CABJjB TELECOmUNICA^^ONS * 
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Mrs. Myrtle (Roby) , 

Rayhwnd 
Hbward H. Muschmeler 

Stratford' 

George Pugll si 
Dennis Broedlln 
Edmund A. Dome 
Richard P. Gllardl 



Bozrah 

Joseph J. Reardon 

Frankll^fi 
1 

Anthony Carboni 
Lisbon 
Walter Mish 
Norwich 

Edward W. Leonard 
James Quarto 

Preston 

Fred Gale 
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Branford 

•Ruth Clark 
Diane Maguire 
Melvin Schlank . 

East Haven 

Vincent R. Gagllardi 
Gullfbrjd 

Mrs. James G. Baldwin 
Robert M. Norman , 
Stanley 6. Bbmes 

Madison 

Bobert G. Hale 
Carl A. Ulferrs 
Ms. Barbara Sousa 

North Branford 

Thomas Darge 
Arnold Cestarl 

North Haven 

Anthony P. Fermo 

Walllngford 

Rosarlo DINora 
Joseph Kuczynski 
Marlon Rue 

9 

Kllllnqworth 
Mrs. Barbara Klein 
Old Saybrook 
Thomas Shea 



Groton 

Mrs. Elizabeth Fast 
Sidney Rauchbach,, 
Hllmar P. Burgess 
Bernard Perry 

Ledyard 

Joseph M. Cardelle 

Mystic 

Gerald Smith 
Archie C. Swindell 

r 

North Stonlnqton 
Kenneth M. Shaw 
Stonlngton 
Alfred Wilcox 
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East Lyme 

Milton Hllllan 

Mr5. Loretta Bernjer 

Wllllaifi DeMatteo 

Griswold 

Frank Zavlstoski 
John B. Wilcox 

KIlTlngly 

Edward AHard, Jr. 

Montvllle 

Leonard Tyl 
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New London 

Mrs. Dplores Schargus 
N1ch$^las Gorrp 
Louis Massad 
^ayne Vendetto 
Astrea Powers 

Plalnfleld 

Edward Wiezblckl 

Waterford 

Rev. Kenneth Flint ^ 
George^'Whlte. 
Dr. Evelyn Omwake 



Glastonbury 




Dennis Heir 
Ms. Inez Hemlock 
Mrs. Lorl Juren 
Robert Ford 

Manchester 



Robert B. Weiss 
James Frozer 
Mrs. Harriet Handley 
Dr. Alfred Tychsen 
Raymond R. Shea 

Rocky Hfll 

Hrs/Wllma Fisher 
Richard J. Conway 
Mrs. Bertha M. Smith 

Wethersfleld. 

William J. Morlarty 
Mrs. Barbara Molchan 

(alternate) 
Ralph A. DeSantIs 
Richard Elgen 
Thomas Lawton 



Bloomfleld 

Edwin Gittleman 
Mrs. Lee Kelmer 
Mrs. Carol Carlisle 
Herbert Chester 

East Hartford 

Ralph Secord 
Mrs. Mary Tucker 

(alternate) 
Sam Leone , 



Allyn Martin 
THoma^ Standi sh 
Ivor Hugh 

Scott McAllstei* ^ . . 
Mrs. Barbara B. Kenny ^ 
Wilbur Crlnmln 
Charles Griff en 
(alternate) 

Simsbury 

Richard Huot 

Mrsi Thomas W; SharpleSs 
Harley Park 

West Hartford 

Raymond A« Petow 

Rev. Charles W« Gelbach 

Dr. George H. Murray 

Mrs. Alice Mr DeLana 

Robert Shea 

Dr. Ira J. Singer • 

Windsor 

Albert G. Ilg . 
Mrs. Ruth Budlong 
Robert Piatt 

Robert Mocarsky . 
Arnold McFalls ^ 



^ North- Canaan 
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Donald Severance 
Salisbury 
John K. Bodel 

Litchfield 

Joseph L. Berube 
Chester A. Stover 
Peter J. Gay 

Torrlngton 

Whitney L. ^Brooks 
Samuel Byers 
Andrew Qulnn 
Charles Hayes 
Jonathan Hutchinson 

New Mil ford 

Rev. A. Russell ^re 
Joseph Geyer 
Ira Melnhardt 
Dr. Morris J. Rudner 
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Barkhamsted 

Peter Bakker 

New Hartford^ 

Mrs, Margot.fCriirmel 
James Whittemore 

Winchester ' 

Anthony S, Katona 
Robert C, DiMortino 



New Haven 

Stephen J/ Papa 

Mrs, Janice B, Fodero 



Danbury 

John A, Wolfkeil 
Stuart T, Porter, Jr, 
Mrs. Kathle Ca1i|brese 
Rev, Robert H, N)ay1or 
Atty. Jack D, Gannella 
Antonio Seres 



E^st Hampton 

Larry ^Selauka 
William F, Smith. Jr, 

Middlefield _ 

Mrs, Edith Hoffman 

Middletown * / 

Charles Smith 
Ms* Virginia Pettiross 
Randolph f^an 
Arlene Bieleflelrf 

* /■ • ^ 

Portland 

R, Richard Larke, Jr, ^ 



Cheshire 

Arthur Frechette 
Edward R, \Alozas ^ 
Mrs. Judith Tishman 

Merlden 

Arnold Posner 

South tngt6V 
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Berlin ■ .f, 

Dr, Rodger K, Nelson 

Bristol 

Henry Fitzgerald 
Frank J, Longo.-Sr, 
Patrick J, McFadden 
Carter Chamberlin 
Val B, McCormack 
Mrs, Marcel la Finan 

Farmington . 

Stephen A, Flis 
W/>=^Page Wodell 



Dr. Howard Root 
Douglas 0, Wardwell 
Ms, Ruth Boyea 
Ms, Pauline Mah 
Edward Sasso 

Plainville 
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Charles A. Venturl 



Bethany 

Jame^ W, Bailey 
Mrs, Madeline Rabino 
' witz . 

Oxford 

Thbmas M. Costello 
Edmund Guy Senesac 

Seymour 

John Kollnofsky' ' 
Joseph McWilliams 

She 1 ton 

David Brown 
William Banfe 
Stephen Zennick, Jr, 
Edward C, Finn 
Stephen F. Donovan 



Waterbury 

John Baker 
Stanford Warshasky 



Nicholas DeLuco 

Wolcott > 

Frank Levant i 
Albert Linden 



TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT 



"MANY .^TATE COLLEGES 
HAVE EQUIPMENT 
AND FACULTY 



State colleges, coranuriity colleges, state technical colleges 
and the University of Connecticut equipped with audiovisual, 
television reception and/br production facilities all provide 
a rich source of expertise in the educational television 
field. As shown by the accompanying chart, 21 state-owned 
colleges provided 650 weekly hours o-^ use of their TV studios, 
master TV antenna systems, video tape recorders and multimedia 
auditoriums in 1973. \ * 

In addition, the facilities of Channels 24, 49, 53 and 71 of 
the Connecticut Public Television Network are a rich resource. 

A number of school systems in the State and several public 
libraries are also equipped for video production. The Seymour 
High School, the Danbury Public. Library , and a regional school 
^. grant project, Cable-RAVE, in Meri'den are currently cable- 

casting. - 

INVENTORY OF PRIVATE An important task to be addressed immediately is an updated 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES, inventory of TV equipment and expertise available not only in 



MANY SCHOOL SYSTEMS 
EQUIPPED FOR 
VIDEO AND TV . 



BUSINESS AND 
INDUSTRY NEEDED 




State-owned schools and colleges but also in pr-ivate -institur 
tions, such as the Choate School , Yale University and Connect- 
icut College, The College was equipped and used as the local 
origination studio by Eastern Connecticut Cable Television in 
New London until recently. 

The inventory should also be extended to business and industry 

which have indigated interest in assisting the Comnission in 

its study. 
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TRAINING AVAILABLE 
TO STUDENTS AT * 
COLLEGES, TO LIBRAR- 
IANS AT STATE 
LIBRARY 



MIDDLESEX COfWUNITY 
COLLEGE ONE OF FEW 
COLLEGES IN COUNTRY 
TO OFFER CAREER 
TRAINING IN CABLE 

BUSINESS AND PRO- 
FESSIONALS ARE 
ASSISTING COMMISSION 
STAFF 
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Lightweight portable television equipment is also becoming 
available in Connecticut schools and colleges, a few public 
libraries and the State Libnary, some cable TV stations, and 
several video training centers. ' 

Training in the use of portable equipment is available to 
enrolled students in schools and colleges. Training and loans 
of equipment are available from the Connecticut State Library 
to all public libraries in the State. The Studio operated 
by Norman Cbhn in New Haven under a grant has trained many 
people who ffight not^gtherwise have access to video equipment . 
and expertise. More information is needed about the demand 
for training and. the extent of .resources yailable. . , 

Particular note should be made of the fact that one of the 

ti ■ ^ • • 

few two-year academic programs in cable television in the 
country is offeried at Middlesex Community College in Middlfe- 
town. The program, which includes training in.cable installa-. 
tions as well as video production, has just been accredited. 

The Connecticut Chapter of the American Society for Training 
and Development h^as extended the expertise of its extensive mem- 
bership to the Commission and lends its support'to the education- 
al possibilities that the Commission will develop. The Society, 
which has established a Cable TV Research Committee, has repre- 
sentatives from a wide range of the professions, business and 
industry in Connecticut. Commission staff has met with the 
Committee and will develop, with the Comnittee's help', a list of 
programming possibilities in Connecticut. 
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PUBLIC INFORMATION 



Virtually every statement to the Comnission emphasizes the 
need for a major effort to educate the^tizens of Connecti' 
cut and their elected and appiSTnt^d officials about the 
importance, developm^ and future use of cable telecomnuni- 

■^ss*' 

cations. / > 



CONSULTING SERVICES 



COMMISSION'S STAFF A ..major portVon of -fhe Cpmnission's executive officer's 
HEAVILY INVOLVED IN _tinie has been devoted to public information activities in- 
ORIENTATION AND eluding speaking! engagements, participation in or planning 

for workshops arjtl seminars, personal and telephone consultar.- 
tions and cj>rfespohdence with local. State and Federal 
officia/s, members of the press, librarians, teachers, stu- 
dents/and community leaders; and publication of news* releases 
aifd the vieek^y Cohneotiout Cdble Clips. Briefings and 
oAientatidns, amounting in several cases to as much as three 
>o/ four full days of time, have beep/ requested by two depart- 
ments of the State; a committee of the State Legislature;' 
four FedieraT agencips; nine Local Advisory Councils; two 
municipalities, a cable consultant to a municipality; a task 
force of academicians;^ and a number of State aad local 
organizations, among the^ the South Arsenal Neighborhood 
Development Project in Hartford, Rotarians, American Associ- 
ation of University Women,. the Middletown Ad Hoc Comnittee 
for Cable TV, Middletown Commission on the Arts, Middletown. 
Public Library, Connecticut Cable Coalition, and the Connect- 
icut chapter of the American Society for Training and Develop- 
mer\t. Many of these events are scheduled for late February, 
March and early April. ' ' 
40 44 



COMMISSION MEMBERS 
GIVE LOCAL 
PRESENTATIONS 



O 



FUNDS" NEEDED TO 
RESUME PUBLICATION. 

OF commcTicuT 

CABLE CLIPSj<y 
STATE LIBRARY 



ComtnissTenefT Robert Hale, Nplan Lushington, Virginia Pettiross, 

Ira^iiuger, and-foriner Commissioners Ruth CTark and William 

, iff . 

Churchill have made public presentations and/or are actively 
engaged in developing video/cable activities ih their communi- 
ties. Ms, Petti rbss, Mrs. Clark, Mr.-Hale and Dr. SijfiggrL_are 
members of Local Advisory Councils. 

ConnecHcmt Cable Clips ^ asseijMed weekly by the Commission's 
executive officer, wa^aunched by the Connecticut State Library 
in September to meet tjie growing' demand for current information 

r* ■ • 

about cable in Connecticut. CtxVte CZipe Has been the only ve- 
hide monitoring the statewide cable scene for the public- 
Because of budgetary restrictions, the^State Libwry has sus\ 
pended publication of Coible dips. .There is no fiscal provision 
for continuance of the Library's Cable Information Services 
established by the. Library to^support the Commission and to 
respond «4o the increasing demand for information. Prior to the 
formation Of CIS, the Public- Information Program for Connecticut 
Libraries, an infonnatioli ombudsman Federal grant project oper- 
ated by the Library from 1972-74, served as a statewide clear>- 
inghouse for cable information. 
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Cable Clip.8 is distributed weekly to more than 2,000 readers, 
including Connecticut and federal legislators, all Connecticut 
new? media, members of Local Advisory Councils, and a'll public, 
Academic and law libraries in the State. The State Library's 
addressograph list has been greatly enlarged to accommodate 
Individual requests. In addition, bulk mailings are sent to 
interested State agencies and to regional and statewide organi- 
zations, such as the Connecticut Cable Coalition, for internal 
distribution. Cable Clips has been commended by national cable 
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gpokesmen In government, Industry and public Interest groups for 
Its unique statewide coverage of cable. 



SOME LOCAL PAPERS 
RELUCTANT TO COVER 
LOCAL CABLECASTING 




'iNSTITufr OF PUBLIC 
SERyiCEr-STAff 
LIBRARY TO PRESENT 
JOINT EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAM 



A few local newspapers In Connecticut have been reluctant to 
publicize cable television's Involvement In community program- 
ming. In some cashes when stories about particular programs are 
published^ referencfe to cablecasting of the program- Is omitted. 
Thi^-'pollcy can Inhibit public awareness of the practice and 
potential of public access, kepprts on the Commission's opera- 
tlons- have been_ yi rtua^l ly Ignpred by Connecticut's metropolitan 
newspapers, althouonthe Hcarbfapd^urcffti'^^^r^ Hartford Timea 
editorialized favj/rably on the enabling legislation. 

> • 

-To give Local Advisory Council members, local officials and 
civic leaders a better understanding of cable In Connecticut, 
the Institute. of Public Service, University of Connecticut, with 
the participation of the Connecticut State Library and the CoYi- 
nectlcut cable systems, will present a program of conferences, 
workshops and field work from September, 1975 - March, 1976. 
The program will address (1) public Interest policy analysis, 

(2) the process and effects of applying cable research, 

(3) methods and techniques for the effective use of cable tech- 
nology. Multimedia resources used In the program will be news- 
letters, videotapes, and other material emphasizing the environ- 
ment and operation of cable In Connecticut. Director for the 
program Is George Murray, a member of the staff at the Institute 
of Public Service (and a West Hartford Local Advisory Council 
member). The program's first bimonthly newsletter, to be pub- 
lished late In June, will be widely disseminated, particularly 

• "-46 . 



in areas where cable franchises have been grantech^artldpa- 
tion will also be open to interested Connecticut officials and 
civic leaders in areas as yet unfranchised for cable TV service. 



INFORMATION ON 

0 

CONNECTICUT 



Pyc-SPONSORED BIBLI- -"Connecticut Perspectives," a portion of a cable bibliography 
OGRAPHY WILL FEATURE to be published by the Public Utilities Conmission in coopera- 
tion with the State Library, reveals the growing store of Con- 
necticut-generated information about cable. Efforts are being 
made to obtain documentary videotapes of discussions, con- 

¥ 

ferences aad meetings to deposit at the State Library for ref- 
erence. The Library has assembled a comprehensive collection of 
books and hardT>to-find reports about cable. The collection was 

0 

kept current until recently, when budget cuts curtailed the. 
acquisition of all new books. 

It should be noted that the Target '76— Libraries-Cable Task 
Force has dealt extensively in its cable research and planning 
•with the development of public information services. The Task 
Force intends to present a working paper to the Conmission in 
March, with the request that a public information subcQirmittee 
of the Conmission be established, under the direction of library 
representatives. The Task Force's working paper will also 
address, for the first time within the Commission, operating Con- 
cepts of community information centers. 



LIBRARIES WILL 
REQUEST C0W1ISSI0N 
TO SET UP PUBLIC IN- 
FORMATION COMMITTEE 
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CABLE AND THE SCHOOLS 
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Applications of cable technology to educational and informa- 
tional services can bring significant advantages: 

1) increased physfcal accessibility of services in the 
home, at school, at libraries, and at work 

2) provision of additional services 

3) improved quality of services ^ 

4) decreased unit cost of services 

Faced with escalating costs s(nd a mandate to provide educa- 
STATE BOARD OF tional resources on a«nnore equitable baiis, the State Board. 

EDUCATIPN REQUESTS of Education has directed an urgent request to the Commissidn 
COMMISSION TO EXPLORE to investigate immediately the feasibility of using c^b'le to 
USE OF CABLE TO RE- help equalise educational opportunity in Connecticut, The 

SOLVE "EQUALIZATION" request from Commissioner Shedd follows: 

V • - ■ - 

DILEM1A , ^ The State Board of Education strongly support e 

the exploration by the CornnisQion on the Educational 
and Informational UaeB of Cable Telecormunication^ X 
, aa to the feasibility of using cable teleconrnmica" 
*^ tiains aa a meana of equalizing educational opportu^ 

• ^ * nity in Connecticut. 

The Board has long been interested and involved in 
the use of educational television aa a means of brings 
« ' ing increased educational opportunity to the children 

of Connecticut. It, in conjunction with its special 
* * Television Council^ is intimately concerned with a. 

; number of areas involved with Tcleconmunication uses 

in ^ducahion such as: suggesting objectives^ sub' 
gect areas ^ and content for school and adult educa^ 
tional broadcasts over broadcast and cable televisions 
program production and evaluation; information trans^ 
fer and computer access interconnections i and research 
in and the improvement of the quality of education by 
means of instructional telecommunications whether 
cable, open circuit, closed circuit, 2500 megahertz 
fixed service, or other technological devices. 

The State Board of Education therefore earnestly 
^ recommends that there be an immediate and concerted 
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EDUCATIONAL USE OF 

cable:^s 

highly diversified 



CONNECTICUT SCHOOLS 
ARE BEGINNING 
TO CABLECAST 



ERIC 



effort on the part of the Cormieeion on Educational 
and Informational Ueee of Cable Telecommunications 
in full cooperation with state and other educational 
agencies tp determine the ways in which this new 
service can be best utilized to equalize educational 
op]^6rtunity in Connecticut. 



In parts of the country where cable service is available 
use of educational channels is growing. Uses include special 
education programs for unskilled workq^rs, housewives, senior 
citizens and the handicapped; home instruction for homebdund 
students; adult education programs ; computerized college 
courses; bilingual instruction; video correspondence courses. 
A 1974 survey of local origination conducted by the National 
Cable Television Association revealed that over 300 colleges 
and universities had produced programming for cable. 

Planning for educational cablecasting and actual programming 
are under way in Connecticut. The Council for Educational 
Access in Danbury-Bethel has been cablecasting progratns for 
over a year, including high school equivalency courses. A 
ten-day career education program will be cablecast in 
March under the sponsorship of the Danbury Chamber of Com- 
merce. The Seymour High School and the Cable-RAVE project 
in Meriden are also cablecasting. Cable-RAVE, a Federally 
fundefd regional project directed by Arnold Posner, has 
trained many teachers in a five-town area in yideo and has 
begun cablecasting from its own studio in downtown Meriden. 
A computerized Educational Resources Center research project 
operated by the Area Cooperative Educational Services in New 
Haven bas cab-ilecast from the Seymour High School. . More needs 
to be known about 1 the posstbil i ties. these programs offer for 

all of Connecticut. , 
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Planning by the Danbury Educational Consortium and the Tar- 
get '76— Libraries— Gable. Task Force is progressing. 
The following schematic presentation of school use of cable 
prepared by Elizabeth Fast for Target '76 shows how cable 
can enable schools to receive and cablecast programming and 
interact advantageously with other schools and the community. 

Following the diagram is a summary survey of audiovisual 
educators prepared by Robert Hale for the Cownission. 

TIMELY PROPOSAL Of particular interest to the Cownission at this time is a 

TO STIMULATE proposal by Edna Negron-Smith, a public member of the Compls- 

BILINGUAL PROGRAMMING sion, to stimulate bi^lingual programming 't^rbugh the use of 

cable. The Federal Government .bas admonished Connecticut for 
non-compliance with requirements to provide bilingual in- 
struction. The proposal will be circulated for comment to 
Local Advisory Councils in areas of the State with substantial 
numbers'of Spanish-speaking residents. 




I 
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CABLE TELEVISION AND THE SCHOOLS 



PROGRAMS VIA CABLE 





Network TV 


— 4- > 


Outside 


Educational TV 




Programs 


Local Programs 


r — ^ 

— .^t ^ 







Programs 
Produced 
by the 
School s 



Instructiortal television 
Student productions 



In-service programs 



Alternatives 



Career education, etc. 



Public information" 



Adult education 



Homebound programs 



Pre-school education 



Parent. education 




SCHOOLS CAN GAIN — 



Improved community understanding of the schools 
EducationaT media potential for improving education 
Enhanced student self-image from productions 
Vocational education laboratory 
Economy in energy saving (adult education) 



SCHOOLS CAN OFFER — 

* Equipment 

* Student help ^ 

* Faculty participation 

* Facilities 

* Program ideas to a com- 

munity cable effort 



COMPONENTS NECESSARY 



TO RECEIVE PROGRAMS 

* Cable drops to schools 

* Receivers in the schools • 

* Wiring within the schools 

* Staff receptivity tq TV use , 

Optional : ' 
•Videotape equipment for added 
use 

Storage and retri eval • mecha- 
nism for programs which are- 
videotaped 

Overcome copyright problems 
on rebroadcasting 



TO PRODUCE PROGRAMS 

* Cameras and other production equipment 
(Portable 1/2" video units can ^e used) 

* Videotape equipment 

* Transmitting equipment . 

* Cable origination point in the school (or 

tapes can be shipped to central point) 
•* Staff time and expertise 

* Students trained to assist 

* Visual jnaterials and program ideas 

* Staff receptivity to TV production 

Optional : 

Storage and retrieval mechani'Sm for programs 
which are videotaped 

Overcome copyright problems on ffliedia incor- 
porated into programs 



(Elizabeth Faat, dfoton Publio SohoolBj jot 
Target '76— Libraries— Cable Task Faroe 10/1S/7S) 
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A summary survey of Connecticut Audio Visual Education Association members 
followss 

1. Please list your ide45 for programming cable television for education in our schools and community. 
The following is a list of activities mentioned by respondents to the area of the programming: * 

Adult Education 

Cultural Programming 

In-service Programs * ^ 

School Activities 

Homebdund Instruction 

Instructional Programs during the regular school day * » 

Pablic Relations % 
Preschool Programming . 
Public Information 

<«■ ■ ' ■ 

By tombining public relations,^ublic infornriation, school activities, and cultural programming into or^ 
category all based on a public relations approach a total of twelve people surveyed nriciude this in l^cir program 
plans. The next most popular programming area is adult education with five people responding/homebound 
instruction. and instructional programming during the regular school day are tied with the in^vicc at two 
respondents each. ' • 



2. Are you currently involved with an active cable franchise? 
There were six with a response who answered yes an ffdication of* three of them h&ving a pcfsitive relationship 
and there were ^thirteen respondents who answtfred no they were not associated With an active cable franchise* 

3. Please indicatl^any other recommendations you would like considered by Commission concerning 
regulatioh, programming, and/or utilization of cable television in Conneoficut/ 

The following concerns were most prevalent: 

1. Concern for regulation of the educational channel. 

2. Concern for pi'ogram planning. 

3. Concern for finances. 

The area of control of the educational channel appears to by&no|| the prime concerns of thpsc surveyed with 
the^flnancing and programming being a close second. 




Robert Ha}4\ for the Commission on'the Educational and 
Informafcfonal Uses of Cable Telecommunications, 2/15/75 



EMC 
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LIBRARIES 



LIBRARIES WANT TO 
USE CABLE TO GIVE 



The availability of new cable technology as a public and research 
communications medium has generated lively interest among li- 
brarians in the educational and informational uses of cable tele- 



PUBLIC GREATER ACCESS communications. Perhaps the most cogent statement to 'date of 



TO INFORMATION 



the library, position was voiced by the District of Columbia Pub- 
lic Library in testimony before Congress: 

If the connection between public libraries and cable tele- 
vision is not 'immediately apparent j let me jjust point out 
that over a century ago when most information was con- ^ 
tained in books and when books were very expensive^ local 
governments in the United States established institutions 
to provide every citizen with free and equal access to 
available information. These instiiutions were called 
free public libraries. Today ^ when much information is^ 
cormunioated in newer and still mor^ expensive media^ it 
would seem an appropriate govermental concern to^ continue 
to guarantee all its citizens access to information in its 
newer forms. And -it would seem logical for the public 
library to continue to exercise leadership in providing 
this information* 



LIBRARIES ELK^IBLE 
TO USE ALL TYPES 
OF ACCESS CHANNELS 



DANBURY PUBLIC LI- 
BRARY CABLECASTS 
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 



ERLC 



Public libraries are eligible tb use all three of the dedicated 
channels set aside by Federal .regulation for e)jper1mental edu- 
cational, governmental, and public access programming. An 
Increasing number of public libraries across the country are 
involved In video services and cablecasting. 



Mention hgs been'made above of the Dahbury Publ 1c Library 's 
producing and cablecasting municipal programming. It should be 
noted that the Library also cablecasts educational programs 
produced by members of the ^ducatlon^il Consortium and trains 
members of the community In videotaping production. The best 
local videotapes will become part of the Library's permanent 



col lection. 
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MANY LIBRARIES ARE 
GEARING UP FOR' CABLE 



0 



WHITE HOUSE CONFER- 
ENCE WILL EMPHASIZE 
NEW INFORMATION ^ 
TECHNOLOGY ' 



More than 30 public libraries in Connecticut interested in 
vfdeo services have received their firsts training in; video pro- 
duction at the State Library. Some of these libraries intend 
^0 cablecast-,^ others are planning to receive cablecast programs 
offered by the Board for State Academic Awards. Several have 
been approached by town officials "'to operate the local govjern- 
ment channel. Many aspire to train the community in the-use of 
vide.o and serve as community access centers. 



By combining data banks, computers and cdble technology 
libraries can deliver research and«reference services to tihe 
general public and to specjal interest clientele. Some of the 
more sophisticated new library ser>/1ces will require the pay- 
ment of user fees Which can help support other public use? of ^ 
cable that are not marketable, f^rolifer^ion of data and autor 
mated networks has led to the enactment of legislation 
for a White House Conference on Lij)rar|es an^lTvformation 
Sciences, to develop plans for a national informat^ion services 



network. 



CONNECTICUT STATE 
LIBRARY HAS SPARKED 
DEVELOPMENT OF 
STATE POLICY FOR 
PUBLIC USE OF CABLE 



The Connecticut State Library has played a significant role 
in the development of public information services about cable, 
the research and development leading to the establ^sfiment of 
the Commission, and the staffing and support of the^oriinissfon 
in its first months of existence. 
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GOVERNMENT IS THE 
LEAST USED OF JHE 
'ACCESS CHANNELS 

MOST EXISTING GOVERN- 
MENT CHANNELS OPERATED 
BY PUBLIC LIBRARIES 



"DEPT. OF COMMUNITY 
AFFAIRS SETS UP 
CABLE UNIT 



COLLEGES PROVIDE 
ASSISTANCE WITH 
FUNDS FROM CHE ' 

COmUNITY DEVELOP- 
MENT FUNDS 
AVAILABLE FROM HUD 



THE GOVERNNBIT CHANNEL 

Although the 1972 FCC rules set aside ode of the three desig- 
nated channels for government* little u§e has been made. of the 
government channel. A number of cities and tovms, however, 
including Danbury in Connectfcut, are' operating municipal chan- 
nels through dity„or city-county libraries. In heavily "cabled 
West Virginia the State Library will operate a dedicated chan- 
nel When the new State Library/Cultural Center is inaugurated 
in late 1976/ The Natrona County Public Library in Wyoming is 
operating two channels: one for library services and one for 
community access. 

The Connecticut State Department of Coninunity Affairs has 
established a cable unit to facilitate technical and financial 
assistance to towns interested in operating a municipal chan- 
nel. Plans are to utilize programming and other technical 
expertise available at. Central Connecticut State College in 
New Britain, Southern Connecticut State College in New Haven, 
Western Connecticut State College in Danbury and the Univer- 
sity of Bridgeport with a grant from the Coninission for Higher 
Education. . 

Additionally, DCA has applied to the U.S. Department'bf Hous- 
ing and Urban Development for $100,000 in pdss-through funds 
under the new Federal Coitmunity Development Act to help towns 
launch government Channels. , 

Currently, DCA's cable unit is providing technical assistance 
to the City of Meriden in assessing needs, implications and 
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MERIDEN TO OPERATE^ 
MUNICIPAL CHAT^NEL 



DANBURY CITY COUNCIL 
OPERATES CHANNEL 
THROUGH PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 



costs to operate" a jnunici pal cable channel. Contact has gilsq 
been made with the City of Manchester, which Ijas done prelimi- 
nary research on cable with the assistance of the State Li- 
brary and the Commission's staff,. 

'Another candidate for DCA assistance^-ts^ the City of Danbury, ' 
which requires additional equipmen\to cablecast government, 
programs from the Public Library. The Library received a ' 
start-up grant for basic equipment last year^from the State 
Library after being designated by the City Council as the 
official municipal information agency. The Library cable- 
casts from its premises a weekly town report sponsored by 
the Mayor. Speakers for programs to date have been the Mayor,, 
the Comptroller and the Town Clerk. The Library also operates 
a 24-hour message wheel with municipal notices. A pilot pro- 
gram on veterans' benefits produced by the State Library in 
cooperation with the Regional .Director of the Veterans Adminis- 
tration has been cablecast. Scheduled for heavy April showing 
are films from the Internal Revenue Service explaining fiuw to 
fill out most frequently used tax forms. Films and emergency 
information from the Office of Civil Preparedness will also 



be cablecast. 
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UCONN'S INSTITUTE 
OF public' SERVICE 
ACTIVE IN CABLE 
COUNSEL^ 




Orientation, consulting and training services about video. and 
cable are also being provided to municipal staff and elected 
officials by the Institute of Public Service! at the Univer- 
sity of Connecticut, which has worked extensively with towns 
in matters of communications and automation. IPS will sharpen 
its focus on effective communications for local government with 
citizen participation in its Making Cable Work grant project 
described above* 
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. MIDDLETOWN One city in ConnecticOt — Middletown — has appropriated 

HIRES CONSULTANJ $15,000 to obtain legal and technical consulting services 

about cable. Middletovm is partially wired for cable, but 

■ i • ... • , ' ■ . 

construction was suspended last yeai)r; 

* - . • . ■* 

* • f * 

- Possible government uses of cable* of courise, can be extended 
to include video monitoring of trafffc, public safety ~ pro- 
viding emergency conmunication to fight crime, installation 
of fire alarms, automatic gas, watef and electric meter read- 
ings, rumor control, disaster and emergency warning systems, 
computer access, staff training, access to City Hall for con- 
sul tat ion and video reference, and many ofthers. Emergency 
' systems can operate over the same cable that brings in video 

signals. 



HIGHER EDUCATION 



BOARD FOR STATE 
ACADEMIC AWARDS IS 
PRIME CLIENT 
FOR CABLE 



PLANNING, INCENTIVES. 



COORDINATION Al 
NEEDED TO MAKt EFFEC- 
TIVE USE OF TECHNOLOGY 



BSAA AND PUBLIC LI- 
BRARIES TO COOPERATE 



As noted above, institutions of higher. education in Connecticut 

are becoming involved individually and through State agencies 
- . ' ' " ■ ■ • ■ 

in training and production for caljle. 

Principal among higher education clients for cable is the 
Board for State Academic Awards which administers Connecticut's 
new external degree program. Intensive work in the field has 
stimulated great interest an((^ produced an increasing volume of 
inquiries and enrollments. A new upper division external de- 
gree program at the- University of Connecticut may well involve 
the use of cable channels. 

In comnenting on the extensior^^ of higher education beyond the 
campuT through.. the use of cable, Kas Kalba of Harvard Univer- 
si ty says that higher education has found that "the real 
issues. of using cable for higher learning have to do not so 
much"- with technology or even basic -economics as with matters 
such as prograllining quality and distribution, institutional 
cooperation, testing and accyreditation, faculty incentives, 
and so forth." Although this area of concern has not yet 
been addressed, the Commission notes with favor that the 
need for alternative post-secondary education has already 
drawn the Boafd for State Academic Awards and the public li- • 
braries of Connecticut into a cooperative relationship with 
a view to utilizing cable. The Department of Community 
Affairs, in cooperation with colleges, has undertaken to 
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UCONN INSTITUTE OF 
PUBLIC SERVICE 



facilitate the use of municipal channels making^'funds and 
technical expertise available to towns, as noted above. In 



TO OPERATE WORKSHOPS addition, tlie Institute of Public Service at the University 
* of Connecticut, the Connecticut State Library and the Coninis- 

sion for Higher Education have developed plans for cooperative 
public information workshops and field. wqririn the public use 
of public channels. These spontaneous efforts to join forces 
indicate directions to be pui^sued in studying and making 
recommendations on the importance, development and future use 
of- eabl^ for educational and informational purposes. 
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HEALTH m SOCIAL SERVICES 



CABLE USEFUL FDR 

PUBLIC^HEALTH 

INFORMATION 



Cable is an ideal medium for the\dissemtnation of preventive 
mefdical and dental informatfon, information programs on sani- 
tation, garbage and rat control, and interconnection of medical 
facilities to provide a range of consultation services to 
patients on an emergency and non-bmergency basis — especially 
to: those without means of transportation. 

In the field of social services, Michigan State University is 
testing the use of cable to recryit, screen and train foster 
parents. A college in Illinois is usinjg cable to train parents 
of handicapped preschooTers to prepare their children for 
entering school as regular students. In Connecticut, planning 
by the Council on Human Services to integrate regipnal infor- 
mation and referral services into a statewide system presents 
a possible cost-effective use of cable. Cable may also be an 
appropriate medium for new preventive services the Council 
plans to develop. 

HEALTH SUBCOMMITTEE A commi-ttee on needs and opportunities in the health services 
OF COMMISSION, sector will begin a series of meetings starting the last week 

CHAIRED BY DR. JAMES in February. A working paper, Teleoomnunioatzom in the Health 
LIEBERMAN, DRAFTS Fields has been prepared under the direction of 

Commissioner Selma Markowitz, Executive Director of the Connect- 
icut Institute for Health Manpower Resources, to serve as a 
basis for discussions. The- Health Committee will be chaired 
by Dr. James Lieberman, former director of the National Medical 
Audio-Visual Center and member of the CIHMR Board. 



COUNCIL ON 
HUMAN SERVICES 
PLANS I & R SYSTEM 



WORKING PAPER 
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COMMISSION TO VISIT 
UCONN HEALTH CENTER 



At a meeting 1n March the Comnlsslon will view a slide presen- 
tation about video services and telecoimiuni cations* at the Uni- 
versity af Connecticut Health Center In Farmington. 



Statements have been made by or meetings held with a number of 
HOSPITALS AND SCHOOLS health service agendas Including the Hartford Hospital, the 
FOR HANDICAPPED Visiting Nurses- Association, Danbury Hospital Education Depart- 

EXPRESS INTEREST ment, Danbury Hospital Day treatment Program, and the Institute 

IN CABLE for Living in Hartford. 

The Conmlssion has also received statements from the Oak Hill 
Y School for the Blind in Hartford and the American School for 
the Deaf in West Hartford. 

NORTHEASTERN CON- Northeastern Connecticut is being considered by the Mitre Cor- 

NECTICUT POSSIBLE SITE poration as one of several locations for a demonstration project 

FOR NATIONAL SCIENCE in the delivery of health services to sparsely settled areas 

FOUNDATION-FUNDED via teleconmunl cations. National Science Foundation grants 

PROJECT will fund the Mitre health service demonstrations. 

/ The New Rural Society telecommunications project, directed by^ 

Peter Goldmark 1n Windham County, also addresses the possibil- 
ity of televised health services. 



NO NEWS FROM 
WINDHAM REGIONAL 
PLANNING AGENCY 
ABOUT CABLE 



More information is needed about the implications of the 
Federally-funded NRS project for Windham County and Connecti- 
cut. Applications for cable franchises were suspendec* by the 
Public Utilities Commission several years ago at the request 
of the Windham Regional Planning Agency. .Nothing has been 
heard from Windham about cable since. 
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INTERSTATE COOPERATION 

Many agencies and Institutions In Connecticut, both j)ub1 1c 
and private, have teleconmunlcatlons links to computers and 
to agencies elsewhere 1n the country. The Area Cooperative 
Educational Services In Hamden; computer links from the 
Connecticut State Library, University of Connecticut, Trin- 
ity College, University of Hartford, Connecticut College, 
Fairfield University, Yale University, Wesleyan University, 
public libraries In Hartford, Stamford, Old Greenwich and 
Stratford to the Ohio College Library Center; the Four Li- 
brary Research Group, which Includes Yale University; the 
Capitol Reg16n Drug Information Center's connection with 
DRACON, the National Computer Bank of Information on Dirugs 
In Washington, D. C, are examples of some of Connecticut's 
educational and Informational network linkages. 
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* FEDERAL AGENCIES 
ENCOURAGE FORMATION 

9 

' OF PUBLIC SERVICE 



CABUE-SATELLITE NETWORKS 

Connecticut's initiative in establishing the Commission on 
the Educational an<^ Informational Uses of Cable Teleconpnurvi- 
cations is very timely in view of significant developments 
for educational communications on the national scene. A 
Public Service Satellite Consortium has been established ' 
wit+i the suRport of the U.S. Department of Health, Education 
,& Welfarje, th?( White House Office of Telecommunications 
SATELLITE CONSORTIUM ' Policy and the Office of Management & Budget. The' Consortium 

•has. been foniied because of the scheduled repositioning to 
India. in June bf the ATS-6 satellite, after only six months 
'of educational Experimentation in the Appalachian and Rocfcy 
Mountain areas of the U.S. The functions of the Consortium 
will include coordination of telecommunications activitie.s 
of public and private institutions and agencies con(;ferned 
with the delivery of, educational , health and other public 
services; identification of potential users and/negotiation 
with potential providers of services to obtain communications 
capabilities on a bulk basis; cost-sharing services to Con- 
sortium members; development of practices to foster experi- 
mental uses of telecommunications; prbvision of technical 
assistance to potential participants. Not contemplated are 

the production, distribution and marketing of programming by 

K ■ ' ' ' ■ ^ 

the Consortium. 





COST-SHARING 
SERVICES FOR 
CONSORTIUM MEMBERS 
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PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS 
INVITED TO MEET 



A meeting of. the Consortium and other prospective* satellite 
users will be held in the spring to develop a coherent 
strategy for a public- service satellite. The Ford Foundation; 

» 
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reportedly will nwjk^^ast cpi^ibutidn to public television 
by extending a Jwig-tertn^^ow^nterest lc|an to the Public 
Br|ad;CMt1|>g^st(Bray^ Consortium member, for purchase or con- 
st^^^ ^fa satei;iite and, 50 earth stations. Legislation 
PLANS FOR ikw INCEN- has "Sl^lj drafted by the'Office of Te.leconmunications Policy ' 



TIVE GRANTS VOR 
CABLE-SATELLiitE 
EXPERIMENTS 



to fun(^ca6le-satelHte expeHments through* HEW. The'satel- 
lite can J^ii operational by 1977, perhaps as early as late 



1976. 



1 N 



The Commission intends to consult immediately with approprir 
COMMISSION TO CONSULT/ ate/)fficials irt Connecticut, the New England region and 
ABOUT CONNECT ICUiTX W^^fngt'on about effective representation for Connecticut 'at 
PARTICIPATION , 1 ^^this satellite meeting with- a viewto membership in a'con- 
IN CONSORT IJUM 1 sortium. 
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The adv^ of a Public Service Satellite with Federally 
sponisored incentives for cable^satellite experimentation re- 
quires policy-making of the highest order to assure that 
Connecticut people have a hand in the design of the communi- 
cations scheme of things to come; 
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^ APP^DICES 

TO THE hpsT Report to the 
General Assembly 



€ommiiiioB ob Iht EdoMtidiil and In! ormiUoul 
Uif I of (iiblf Tf IteommoBieitioni 



/ ■• 
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMjilllSSION 

WASHINGTON, O.C. ItlM* 

April 5, 197'^ 




A 



graa 



;M8. Margaret Gleland 
DlDftctpr, Public Information 
Connecticut State Library 
231 Capitol Avenue 
Hertford , , Connecticut 06I ji5 

Dear He. Cleland: 



You have requested our comment on legislation (Education Corim^ttee 
Bill No. 5105) curre;itly* pending in the Connecticut S^ate/Lei^slature. 

Promoting public understandiilg of cable television and:^tudying way* 
to develop its educational and informational pote^ti^ are wbrthy . 
objectives which this Commission heartily endorse^y'^Rjrthermore , 
the goals stated in the proposed legislatio^ ar^^^^ * 
the PCC's encouragement of innovative uses of^^^i^tional and g9vernment 
access channels during this expetimfental perjl 

We imderstahcl. tJhtat the Public Utilities 
hab also pfoi)osed the ^stablijphment of/ 
^ch franchise area* Sinbe Jiibrarie„s^ ah^ 
/be represented on {)iese cou^ils, ci^P^i 
^mutuni "Objectives and av9^d: duplicflMv^ 
procedure. • ^ ^y^p"^ 

With regard to your hew publication p^ble Libraries , we think it is 
commendable that you and your co-^e^lWra are working to incrsase public 
knowledge concerning cable telev^^i^; Congratulations on the good 
vork. 



i^on i/a Connecticut 
advisoiy councils in . ^ 
Jbo^ds of education are to 
n with tKe FUC to achieve 
brts might be an t>ff active^ 



If we nay be of furth^^ 



/ / - 

'L assist 



staHciftt please contact us. 
Sinc*erely, ' 

Dwidy^ Kinley 

KctiAig Chief, Cabif ^eleYiaion Bureau*. 




U.S. CABl£ TELEVISIOH FAa SHEET - February 1975 



National Cable Television Assoc. /918 Sixteenth Street N.W. /Washington. DC 20006. 

,1 . " . • -i- * - 

SIZE OP INDUSTRY ' 

. Number o£ CATV "systems: approximately 3,200 

Number of communities served: about 7,000 
* Number of homes served: nearly 10 million 
^ Miles o£ cable plant in place: 180,000 miles ^ 
Penetration (homes served as a ratio of homes. ' /a 

passed by cable) : 55 percent 
Saturation (^total CATV subscribers as a ratio of 

TV homes): 14 percent , . \ 

Estimated industry revenues for 1974:- More than $500 million'^ 
Employment: 25,p00 people \ - ' ' 



5f - 



CAPITAL INVESTMENT • ' . • 

Total Capital Investment: $1 billion / ' ^^^^ . . • , 

• construction costs t Range from $3,500 per mil^, in sparsely , . , / 

populated, rural, ^reas to ^8, 000 per mi le t*! urban ^ 
Constiniction iri^ dense urban areas'^here cable ^rot^at be;, laid, ^ 
. under gftoimd goes as high as ^$80,000 per niilte ' . - 



FEES 



Average monthly fee: $5.50 y/ 

Typical one-time,Unstallati9n fee: $10 to $15* 

• ^ ' . ' 

LOCATION h ' '' ' ^ . 

^ " ' r ' / ■ ' ' 

All 50 States plu^ "Virgin Islands', Pueifto Rico, Guam 
^enrisylyania. has the most systems: 3O0 systems serve more than 

950,000 subscribers * ".' ' ' , ' 

California has most subscribers:. 1, 2 7 8^-000 ■ households served 
by 285 systems , • •, ,' ' 

' Six atates have CATV saturation of more Jthan 25- percent (number 
of homes served by .CATV as ratio of total TV houseliolds) : , 
West Virginia, Wyoming (both have more than ,40 percent saturation) , 
Montana, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania and Vermont 

SfcUVICES " - A ■ 

V- ' . . •■ ■ 

Retransmission of local broadcast signals • / - 

Importation of independent TV stations from nearby citiea (sub^'ect . ^ 

to FCC regulations) 
Origination of local (community-oriented) programs j 
News ticHer, stock reports, weather reports 
^.P^blic pieces s, educational prograjliming, local government access, 
pay cable " 
Pay cable TV subscribers: 130,000 subscribers ■ . 

gay cable operations: About 60 systems in '14 states 
' Pav cable »fees: . installation — about $10; monthly aervic'ei $6 to $8 
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Via Gable TV Urged 



By X GREG ROBERTSON 
''Cable tetevffl^dfn become 
t powerful fcffce 'ftr the td- 
vaocement of education ^ our 
time — of it can be a complete 
bust." ' 

That is the conclusion of the 
Connecticu t A^jjsnpi^tjo ^i far tha 



casting programs shown earlier. 
Channels could also be set aside 
for high speed remote video 
tape duplication, for computer- 
ized information retrieval, aiui 
i# transmitting still pictures 
and documents on demand. 

A sej^arate channel could be 
set aside for reading, instruction 
for pre-school children and oth- 
ers in the community, he says. 
High Stakes 

But the report notes that hi^ 
stakes are involved In develop- 
ing CATV nationally and in Con- 
necticut. 

About 4.000 cable systems are 
expected to be in operation 
by next year, and 5,000 by 1980, 
But the cable audience will in- 
crease tremendously by 1980 to 
more than 25 million households 
and revenue will soar from the 
current level of about $300 miK 
lion a year to more than |4 bil- 
lion. 

Currently, 16 franchises have 
been awarded in Connecticut, 
one is currently beihg consi* 
dered, and three are {scheduled 
for hearings by the P'Jblic Utili- 
ties Commission in September, 
the report says. . . 
Public Utility 
Under Connecticut law, CATV 



Advancement nf Sohnnl Arin^^n; 
"fa^^f'Q" pressing for. more 
influence by educators in cable 
TV (CATV) decisions.. 

'•CATV can bring the long-a- 
waited dream of continuing/ 
lifelong education closer to 
reality — or it can perpetuate 
much of the mediocrity current- 
ly available via commercial 
TV^" says a report prepared for 
the s c h 0 0 r superintendents' 
group. . 

Ira J. Singer, assis,tant super- 
intendent in charge of instHic- 
tiqn and spe<;ial services for the 
West Hartford school system, 
prepared the report. 
Examples Oiveh 
Singer gives man^ examples 
of cable television uses for edu- 
catiwi. These include direct for- 
mal instruction, in-servicjB 
(eacilier training, community In- 
formaition and education^ and 
training students in television, 

productiwi, writing, and station i is treated as a public utility sub- 
operation. <^ ject to the Public Utilities Com- 

The system could also be used ! mission (PUC) as well as the 
to produce short '•experience"! Federal Communications Com-, 
type programs by students for; mission (FCC), 
students, or to transmit school 
sports events or dramatic pro- 
' ductions. 

"Schools without walls'' locat- 
ed in factories, schools, laundro- 
mats, supermarkets, and other 
public placer could be tied, to- 
gether by cable television, he 
says. 

Progranmiing could include 
such standard coursed as typ- 
ing, sculpture or dance as well 
as programs on "what to do" n 
various situations— if you are 
arrested, in an accident, about 
to biiy or sell a house, buy in- 
surance, obtain medical care, 
shop rwisely, or seek legal ad- 
vice. \ 

Other programs could explore 
career opportunities, housing 
availability, or could feature 
parent and student opinions on 
various school and local issues. 
Cable television programs could 
incorporate instruction 
for homebound students, or pre- 
sent educational games end 
stimulation for students and the 
general public. ^ 

Vt^th multiple channels avail- 
able lot educational use. Singer 
suggests uses such as rebrqad- 



hfi crucial to succ^ful ,educa- 
tional utilization of.CATV.'V. 

To begin, he urges school su- 
perintendents and boards of' ed- 
ucation to start ''immediate" 
dialogues with franchise hohl- 
ei3, town officials, and other in- 
terested conmiunity groups." 

Where franchises have ik>t 
been awarded, educators can in- 
fluence the selection of a fran- 
chise holder, says Singer. 

PubUc officials should push 
for no-cost or low-cost wiring of 
low-income homes for cable tel- 
evision and for other policies 
such as establishment of train- 
ing programs for minority youth 
in the CATV field 

To finance public and educa- 
tional programming. Singer pro- 
poses using a portion of the pre- 
sent 8 per cent state revenue 
tax on CATV or charging fran- 
chise holders a flat fee. 

School systems should at- 
>tempt to negotiate with fran- 
chise holders for free cable 
drops to all schools, fi^e inter- 
change with neighboriig cable 
systems, technical assisHm^e in 
planning^ and progranuning, and 
free or low' cost viewing sys- 
tems for schools, the report pro- 
poses 

A key to" huuring dialogs 
and coo^ration is to" include 
school, community, and mindri- 
ty representatives on the advj- 
The Sitjger report points outlsory councils mandated by the 
that FCC regulalipns require I PUC for each franchise. The 



that each franchise holder pro- 
vide at least 20 channels in 
Connecticut's 100 most jpbpulous 
areas, with at least one channel 
provided for education use cost- 
free for a five-year period. 

,"If the channel is used wisely 
ar;jd well, the FCC may increase 
the number of channels allocat- 
ed^ for* educational purposes," 
Singer says. 

•nie A franchise holder is re- 
quired 46 provide an additional 
educatibnal channel at no cost if 
the first channel is being used 
80 per cent of the available 
time, he says. 

In larger areas, the franchise 
holder must provide studios and 
production ^equipment and each 
CATV system must be equipped 



preliminary P U C regulation 
specified municip aloiffciaHs and 
their appointees as members of 
the councils, but this is subject 
to change. 

A spokesman for the PUC 
said this week that the commis- 
sion will decide by the end of 
August x>n whether to include 
other groups in the advisory 
councils. 
Repreientationi 

VartSus group, such as pub- 
lic (liraries. JUgher educaticHi 
institutions, and commuDUty 
groups such as the Urban 
League have pressed stongly for 
represe|rtation on the councils. 
Thej;5Si^|^ger report urges 

9chooF^l4'0i^^*^^**^^^^^ teachers, 
and'^^aiiiil of education to in- 



for ^%dUcational and public : 



gain.'^? 

Singer concludes that, ''The 
greatest danger is public ignO-| 
ranee and aptethy — common; 
mala^ii;^ >which, in this case,! 
can <^liq9^ 'inestimable damage' 
to tHe people's opportunity to 



for t w 0 -w a y "communication, | for^^!^%e^selves *'imme8iktely'V 
permitting clients to respond to j abou^Jif^TV and join the fight 
video stimuli. 

'Urgent' Singer emphasizes 
"It is urgent that meetings be 
arranged with the franchise 
^^oljjei' in order to insurr compli- 
ance with the FCC regulations, 
negotiate auxiliary provisions 
aild establish rapport which will 



communicate their concerns, 
acquire new skills, transmit 
their culture, share 4heir crea- 
tivity." 



8 



3^ 



ERIC 



64 



68 



A PROPOSAL TO THE COMMISSION ON THE EliUCATIONAl AND 
JNFQRMAflpNAL.pSES OF CABLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

^OSTlHltAfE BILINGUAL PROGRAMMING 
•^FOR THE EDUCATIONAL USE OF CABLE TELEVISION 



Puerto Ricans in the United States face jmemy problems that 
prevent them from participating fully as American citizens, a 
right which they have by birth. The Ijjnitations of some people 
in learning a second language — . English' or Spanish^ ^as the case 
may bg — so that -communication can flow in both directions, 
particularly affects the Puerto Rican population. SOTiewhere . 
along the way a myth has been perpetuated that monolinguism is 
a disease that attacks or runs in the blo0d of Puerto RLcansi, . 
exclusively. For this reason, citizens of Puerto Rican extraction 
are continuously subjected to negative stereotypes basedl in the 
inability of others to understand and comminicatei with them. 

• ■ • . , 

Mass -coimminication cannot solve all problems, but cable tele^ 
vision and cable libraries, concentrating in certain 'high-priori 
areas, could go a long way io- the right direction. ^ Cabl^ ^TV has 
the potential to help or hurt coinanun|.ties. It caii help community/* 
organization get access to the m^dia hei^etofpre unprecedented And 
provide superior education facilities €or mass education. can 
hurt by reducing personal cor^tacts between people to a minimum, ^ by 
possible eliminatibn of half the postal jobs in this count^ry, amd 
by restricting publidr access, procfram* diversification and community 
responsiveness. ' . 

■ ■ , < ' 

The second possibility is something the Puerto Rican community 
is experiencing al^st daily. The first: option offers hope' of deal- 
ing> better with the reality of life among the Puerto Ricans orydhe 
U.S. mainland. Cable television has the potential to help minority 
people solve many problems and achieve a new plateau in self-- 
determination and self-fulfillment — a most vital concern to the 
Spanish-speaking population. ^ 

There exists in the Puerto Rican community in Hartford — and 
increasingly in the State as well — a solid core of individuals 
\itiO have demonstrated abilities in the areas of education, drama, 
photography, film production, radio and TV programming and related^ 
fields, in both Spanish and English. The individuals are cxirrently 
involved in creating a cultural renaissance among the Spanish- 
speaking population in the State pf Connecticut. It is realized, 
however, that increased access to miiss communication would not only 
produce cultural gains' but Improve educational, vocational and 
economic opportunities as wjell. ^ 

pne key to the ^ use of public access is quality progr^nming, 
especially bilingual and in Spanish. It ^s of little use to have 
access to cable facilities and cable technology if there is no 
means to produce bilingual programming which is both dynaihic and 
relevant to the needs of the Puerto Rican population. This brief 
proposal, ^en, is written in the hopes of accoinplishlng the 
following. ' \ ^3 65 ' 9 



!• To establish bilingual programming as a priortiy item 
for educational use of cable television, prograirming 
which demonstrably accomplishes ^Q^ls based on the 
needs of Puerto ^Ricans in the Hartford area. 

2. To explore the possibility of demonstration grants to 
determine the most effective means of accomplishing 
- ^he. above. ' ^ • 

Por ^urpos^s of description, we may divide the programming in- 
to two categories: •'Spanish language" (aimed at those who conmuni- 
cate primarily or exclusively, in Spanish) and -English language" 
(aimed at English-dominauit individuals who could benefit from 
exposure to Puerto Rican^history and culture, and the acquisition 
of Spanish). It is recognized that these are very narrow defini**- 
tions and that subsequent pro^i^amming might be "bilingual" in a 
greater sense. Por example, a novel approach t^ second language 
learning might f«>cus on two main characters who actually leeirn a 
language of the air ■ — a Spanish-Dominant .individual in a totally 
English dominant setting and vice j&ersa (such an experiment %iould 
teaich more ;. than a» second language,^ of course I) 

The pi^oposal .would, be aimed at developing two pilot series 
which might, if tliey are Successful, lead to a bilingual produc- 
tion coi!5)a[ny. The first pilot would be in Spanish and yould deal 
primarily with education — how it operates and parents' rights 
and obligations^ The program would focus on who Puertb Rican 
parents eure — what is their pommon history and what common prob- 
lems do they face in mainland schools. It would then teach 
"survival techniques" to aid them in dealing with the situation -- 
citizen awareness, legal and consumer education, health and safety. 
Lastly,* it would te^ch English as a Second Language on three 
levels: survival, intermediate and advanced. 

^ The second pilot would be done primarily in English and would 
be aimed lat jDringing out the highlights of Puerto Rican culture 
which would' enable non-Puerto Ricans to understand Puerto Rican 
cxjstoms and heritage and thus communicate better. This pilot 
would be a drcuna portraying the problems facing a new eurrival in 
Hartford from Puerto Ricb. Emerging from this pilot would be pro- 
gramming to accomplish the following: 

Documentaries on modern Puerto Rico ' ^ 

Relationship of the commonwealth of Puerto Rico to the 

United jStates ^ 
Contributions of Puerto Ricans to the American way of life 
Historical facts through dramas^ 

On the language plane ^ Spanish as a second language would be 
taught — not Castilian Spanish but South American Spanish with 
Puerto Rican' vocabulary and idioms. The aim would be to provide 
Spanish at several levels so that oral communication in the com- 
munity would be improved. . ^ 

■ 

The proposal budget would be based primarily on the produc^^^^\ 
tion costs for these two pil<jt^|-j ^ 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
State. Office. BunjMNO * HARTKMta CoNNEcncirr 06115 

DOCKET NO. 11407 

PROPOSED REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF ADVISORY COUNCILS 
■ • FOR CABLE TELEVISION FRANCHISE AREAS 

Pursuant Xtr-^e Con&nission»s finding and order in its Docket NO. 
11366, it ordered a regulation making proceeding concerning the estab- 
_JLi^fiment of advisory councils for community antenna television franch- 
ise areas. .The Commission accordingly promulgated a notice of hearing 
•to adopt regulations in the Connecticut Law Journal of April 17, 1'973» 
and thereafter conducted a public hearing at the Commission's offices 
in the State Office Building at Hartford on April 26,* 1973 » 

Various municipalities, industry representatives and professional 
organizations attended the hearing to offer statements of position and 
recommendations for such regulations. Some of these recommendations 
"were beyond, the scope of the subject matter announced in the notice 
of hearing, ' " 

The corporation counsel for the City of Hartford contended that 
the corporation owning the CATV franchise encompassing that municipal- 
ity should be required to place a number of inhabitants of the City of 
Hartford pn its board of directors as public representative^. _ The 
corporation counsel expressly requested the Commission to withhold 
action until May I6, 1973, so that he might have the opportunity to _ 
submit his written legal memorandum concerning the^ommission's legal 
authority and power to issue such Sin order to Jlew^ .England Industries, 
Incorporated. No such memorandum was ever received from the corpora- 
tion counsel i 

Subsequent to the hearing the Commission reviewed the transcript 
of the statements of position offered by the participants and the 
written statements filed before, during and .after the hearing, it has 
arrived at the conclusions that follow. 

..^^ ' - ■ . ■ . ^ -- . .. . 

An advisory council, is "desirable in the administration of CATV 
statutes and regialations. Such an advisory council ' should include a 
strong representation from the various towns comprising the respective 
franchise areas. Some consideration should be given to the pcj^pulation 
density. of these towns in deteiraining how many representatives each 
should have , ' 

• ' The Commission further considered the value of CATV as a device 
assisting public education. It has concluded that each board of jSdu- 

' cation should be represented in the work of the advisory council. _ 
Similarly, the Commission notes another important public use of CATV 
is related to the public's access to literature in various forms 
through the library systems located within each of the franchise areas. 
For this reason libraries should be represented in the advisory council, 
Finally, the Commission agrees that the operator of the CATV franchise 
should offer its expert advice arid in that, way help in the work of the 
advisory cpuncil, ' ■ 
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On tJhe basis of all of the foregoing the Commission reconsidered 
iand revised the proposed regulations it had originally published in its 
notice of hearing. The Cdmmisslon has concluded that the regulations 
to follow will be the most appropriate response ^o the public needs as 
determined from Comnission experience in CATV franchise matters and 
from the representations made to the Commission in connection with the 
• hearing on these regulations. Accordingly, the Commission has ordered 
the adoption of the regulations hereinafter set forth, subject to such 
further and additional proceedings as shall be required by law under 
Chapter 54 of the General Statutes, ' 

"Section 16-333-24 ESTABLISHMENT OF CABLE TELEVISION 

■ADVISORY COUNCIL. 

"There shall be established a cable television advisory council, 
hereinafter referred to as advisory council, consisting of representa- 
tives of the towns in each area where the Public Utilities Commission 
has granted a certificate of public convenience and necessity to a 
cable television company as franchise holder under authoH^y o^" 
Chapter 2d9 of the Generals Statutes, \ . 

••SECTION 1-6-333-25 - APPOINTMENT OP ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBER^. 

"The members of each advisory counpils shall be appointed as 

follows: ' . ■ . ' • \ 

' ■ a - ■■■ _ . ■ ■ ■■ ^ ■ 

■ "(a) The chief elected official of each town in the franchise 
area shall appoint- one or more members who are residents 
of said town in accordance, with the, populatipn of said 
town as determined by the most recent United States census 
in the "following manner : 

"(1) In towns haviiig a population of less than 5,000 - 
V one member, y 

"(2) In towns* having a population of at least 5,000 but 
less than 20,000 - two members. ? 

"(3) In towns having a population of at least 20,000 but 
less than 50,000 - three members, 

"(4) In towns having a population of 50,000 or more - 
four members. ^ 

"Insofar as is possible said appointments should reflect and be 
representative of the cultural, educational, ethnic and economic make- 
up of the population inhabiting said towns* 

"(b) The board of education in each town in the franchise area 
0 ' shall appoint one member of the advisory council. Such 

member must reside in said town, but need not be a member 
of said board of education* 

••(c) One member shall be appointed to the advisory council in 
each . franchise area to represent all of the libraries of 
general public use located in the towns within that frs^nch- 
ise« In the town in the franchise area having the largest 
population therein, as determined by the most recent United 
States census, the public library board charged with over- 
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sight and management of the town's public library as defina 
by Section ll*24a(b) of the General Statutes shall appoint 
the advisory council member. In, the event there is no 
public library board in charge of the public library in tha 
» town, or if the library of general public use in that town 

is a private eleemosynary librarti'^ or if no library in 
either category is located in that town, then said advisory 
council member shall be appointed by the chief elected 
official of said town« Tne advisory council member appoint 
ed hereunder shall be an inhabitant of a town within the 
franchise area who is either a library board member or a 
professional library staff employee of a public library or 
a private eleemosynary library of general public use in a 
town within the franchise area, 

'•(d) The franchisee shall appoint one member, who shall possess 
some expertise in the field of cable television and who 
shall serve without vote on the advisory council, 

''SECTION 16-333-26 - TERiM OF ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS, 

*Each member of the advisory council -shall serve for a term of 
two (2) years from the first day of July in the year in which such 
member is appointed. 

"SECTION 16-333-27 - VACANCIES OF ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS, 

"Any vacancies for an unexpired term may be filled by the respec- 
tive appointing authority in each instance to complete and serve out 
the remainder of the current term for which the vacating member was 
ajppointed, 

"SECTION 16-333-2^ - COMPENSATION, 

"l^Iembers of the advisory council shall serve without compensation 

"SECTION 16-333-29 - ELECTION OF OFFICIALS AND MEETINGS/ 

"Each advisory council shall elect its own chairman, vice-chairmar 
and secretary. The council shall meet regularly at least bi-monthly. 
Special meetings may be called by the chairman or by the majority of 
the members upon due notiQe to all members of the advisory council, 

"SECTION 16-3^3-30 - FUNCTION OF COUNCIL. 

"Each advisory council may give advice to the management of tho 
cable television company upon such matters affecting the public as it 
deems necessary. Each advisory council^ shall annually on a date not 
later than the first day of August, file a written report with the 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION concerning its activities for the preceding 
twelve month period ending June 30," 

We hereby direct that notice of the foregoing be given by the 
Secretary of this Commission by forwarding true and correct copies of 
this document to • parties in interesti and due return make, 
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Dated at .Hartford, Connecticut, thiiiT'^ 13th day of February, 1974. 



Howard E, Hausman 



Raymond S. Thatcher 



) PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 



William L, Hadden, Jr. ) 



State of Connecticut ) 



County of Hartford ) 



) ss. 



Hartfordi February 13, 1974 



I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
proposed CATV regulations issued by the Public Utilities Commission, 
)tate of Connecticut, 



Attest: 



Executive Secretary, Public Utilities Commission 



PUBLIC INFORMATION PROGRAM FOR CONNECTICUT LIBRARIES 
' 231 Capitol Avenue, Room 702, Hartford,, CT 06115 

MEMORANDUM . f 

TO: . . PUBLIC UTILITIES tOI^liSSION, STATE Of CONNECTICUT 

In re: REGULATION-MAKING PROCEEDING ON CABLE TELEVISION: Docket #11366 

Thi6 statement is presented to the Public UtiJLities Commission by the Director of 
the PUBLIC INFORMATION PROGRAM FOR CONNECTICUT LIBRARIES, a Federal grant project 
operated by the Connecticut State Library in cooperation with the Connecticut 
Library Foundation to disseminate information sQx>ut library services available in 
Connecticut. 

A particular charge to PIP is to help libraries in Connecticut develop improved 
services to meet the growing and diversified educational and cultural needs of 
Connecticut's residents with special attention to the needs of those residents and 
entities inadequately served at present by conventional library operations and 
facilities centered on the print media. 

This statement will comment in summary fashion on three of the proposed rules in 
Docket #11366 that are germane to the delivery of improved library and information- 
al services in Connecticut: 5^ 7 and 9. 



5. LOCAL ORIGINATION FACILITIES FOR PUBLIC ACCESS 

Libraries, particularly public libraries, can play a useful and important 
role in the development of public CATV services because libraries function- 
ally straddle all the public access categories designated by the Federal 
Cqnmunications Commission. 

* Public access channel ; Public libraries traditionally have provided 
meeting space and supportive services to conmxinity-bas^d groups with^ 
special interests such as day Ccure, environment, local history, con- 
sumer protection, etc. Libraries also frequently schedule a variety 
of cultural events featuring local talent 4-n arts, crafts and music* 

Educational channel : Libraries have always served as centers for con- 
tinuing education for all age groups. With growing emphasis on 
extended education, equivalency and individualized instmction at high 
school and college levels, libraries will be called upon to stock and 
o disseminate educational materials on a widely diffused basis. 

Unlike schools library facilities are accessible to all the public. 

Government channel : At the municipal level libraries can logically 
function as the local information center. Unlike municipal buildings 
and schools, most libraries are open in the evening for the purposes 
of the entire commvinity. 
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At the state level, the State Librairy, which already plays an important 
and supportive role to government, libreories and the general public, 
could develop valuable information services geared to priority informa- 
tion needs. 

" Libreuries in Connecticut are already linked by rudimentary technology 
and cooperative agreements into regional ernd statewide networks. With 
optimal public access facilities assured, libreuries could readily serve 
as ccoirnqn public access vehicles for single conmunities and blocks of 
communities and thereby contribute to effective utilization of CATV 
expertise and equipment. 



7. ADVISORY BOAJRDS 

For the orderly implementation of FCC public access jniles cuid for effective 
development of local cablecasting, advisory bodies should be established re- 
flecting the interests of the people at the community and regional levels. 
An advisory commission ^t the state level should also be established with 
links to the local and regional levels. * • 

For effective coordination and use of available resoiurces, libraries should 
be represented on such advisory commissions at both the local and state 
levels . 

9. FUNDS FOR PUBLIC PROGRAMMING 

Although some libraries in Connecticut offer modern audio-visual servicibs 
such as records, films, microfilm, cassettes, most libreurie^ are not even 
remotely equipped and staffed to make effective use of cable television. 

Without- regular funds for equipment cind technical personnel, libraries, for 
all their versatility, will be unatle to develop good CATV services. If 
ceible television is to develop interesting and Useful public access program- 
ming in Connecticut it is essential that adequate revenues be provided 
forthwith amd on a regular basis for the necessary training of personnel and 
the purchase of equipment for all public access purposes, including those 
of libraries. * 

An appropriate state-lev^l entity or entities should administer such.p\iblic 
access funds. 



APPENDICES 

(1) Report of 7-27-72 CATV meeting fbr librarians 

(2) Bibliography of CATV materials at the Connecticut State Library 

(3) Ken Dowlin"& 11-1-72 report of CATV Services provided at Natrona County 
Public Library 



1-15-73 Signed 



Margaret I. Cleland, PIP Director 
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Meriden cable TV assistance 



The Department of Community 
Affairs has undertaken a unique pro- 
gram of State agency assistance to 
' municipalities in the fuller utilization 
of government access channels on 
cable television systems. 

In response to a request from 
Mayor John D. Quine of Meriden, 
Deputy Commissioner Patrick Sulli' 
van announced on October 8 that 
DCA will provide direct technical as* 
sistance to the Meriden administra* 
tion and will seek to aid the city in 
locating further resources needed. 

Mollis W., Huston, who has been 
named DCA*s staff supervisor for 
this program, has already assisted 
the Mayor*s office in the develop- 
ment of policies and rules for the 
management of the channel, in pre- 
paring an enabling ordinance and in 
program development. Similar as- 
sistance has been offered to other 
Connecticut communities where 
cable systems arc being built. 

In addition to the off-theair sig- 
nals it carries, each cable system 
is required by the FCC to make avail- 
able three free channels, for local 
program origination. One of these is 
for the use of the educational com- 
rhunity, one is devoted to public ac- 
cess, while the third is controlled 
by the local government and pro- 
vides access to State agencies as 
well. 

Through government grants and 
foundation support, considerable 
use has been made of the educa- 
tional channels on established cable 
systems, and concerted effort has 
been made in maior population cen- 
O 3rs to achieve effective utilization 



of the public access channel. 

In contrast, few local governments 
have made any use of their chan- 
nels, and even fewer have under- 
taken anything but the most super- 
ficial programming. This neglect 
deprives the community of a po- 
tentially powerful resource which 
should be employed to improve in- 



formational and service delivery op- 
erations, fcitizen involvement J and 
training. 

For this reasdn, it is expected 
that the experience gained in Meri- 
den and other Connecticut communi- 
ties, as well as models developed 
in the process, will have regional or 
even national applicability. 
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New TV programs 
coming for area 
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By JAMES P. CONDREN 
It mny not be too lonp before* 
television viewers here havcr^thc option 
of choosing between the Monday night 
"Gnmc of Ihe Week'* and city coun- 
ciimen arf^umu passionately over how to 
run the city dump. 

And TV showing; of "The Towering In- 
ferno" might soon be found running op- 
posite on explanation of u new sprinkler 
ordinance by the fire chief. 

All this and more will be pos^ble 
when city officials begin using iMv gov- 
ernment access channel providC'd by the 
area's franchise holder. Telesystems, 
inc. 

There are currently 10 CATV (cable 
antenna television) franchise holders in 
Connecticut, according to the state 
Public Utilities Commission. Eleven of 
these trancfwsfiff arc now in operation, 
according igJa PUG spokesman. 

The Federal Communications Com* 
mission has mandated that cable 
television franchises In major television 
broadcasting areas nhyfcir^rovidc three 



local access channels: government ac- 
cess, education access and public ac* 
cess. 

So far/ J^owever, use of the gov- 
ernmental access channel has been 
minimal^ according to state officials, 
who say that nfiunicipal officials are not 
quite sure how to approach this new 
fummunicatiyit'; syst< m 

Qucsuons over hoiv much cable fV.^ 
' productions will cost and what kinds of 
programming should bo offered arc be- 
ing raised by municipal offfcmls 

The sintc Dep'ifirtiont of 0)rnpnjnity 
Affairs set up a CVible Tricvrsion As- 
sistance Unit last fall to help cities' 
uMli;e the government atet*3jr-ch»fMwl^ 
The unit was set up after the mayor of 
Meriden asked the DCA for assistance 
in u.sing the government access channel^ 
according to Patrick J. Sullivan, foru^or 
deputy commissioner of DCA. Meriden 
IS currently working; with DCA ofnCTirl^ 

(cont. over) 
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Selectmen Get Cable TV Preview 
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By MAUREEN McGUlN- 
NESS 

KILUNGWORTH - Hoi- 
Jis W. Huston, a representa- 
tive from the state Depart* 
ment of Comrnunity Affairs 
(DCA), told the region's se- 
^ lectmen Thursday thaf the 
^ possibiUties for cdble TV 
^'boffilethe niind/! 

But, he added, '*what is of- 
fered is much Jess than what 
is M»sible/* 

Huston met witii select- 
men and others from the 
nine-town region to discuss a 
state program which* will 
help communities use cable 
television. 

Huston said eath c§ble 

Kstem is required by the 
Mleral Communications 
Commission (FCC) to make 
available three free channels 
^for local programs. One is 
"for educational use, one is 
devoted to public access and 
the third is controlled by the 
local government 
^He said 20 hours pepyf^k 
is considered toj^e^ffill utili- 
^ zation of Ihe^^'government 
c^^nnelrOnce the channel is 
estartylisbed^ he saj/d, each 
particiiptuig town in the re- 
1^ ^ own a portion of the 

ReiriiNul Approadp 

However, since so many 
towns are involved, it proba- 
bly will be easier to fill the 
alloted time if programs are 
produced i^igionaliy, Hustqj 
said. ^ 

Huston said 
the education 
-nent channe 
free channe 

FX:C, 4his /u|p9fi w« - 
mental sM^f^ ^ 
in ISJSTAf^^ Huston^ 
tai4^he/cpnUnujnce of free 
probably will be 
igent oil whether they 
Mien used, i£ they have 
foijnd to be of value to 
•communities and l( users ask 
the FCC 'to retain Ithem.^ 
Wot FrtMhlse 

Huston said sp^icific in- 
formation on services of- 
fered and costs ^an only 
come from Bernard Perry, 
O r of Connecticut River 
I Television C<)., which 



was awarded the region's 
franchisie last October, 
this region may get DCA 
. assistance, Huston said, hi 
•^actually setting up the lopal 
'channels. Also, as a result of 
state grants, several col- 
leges will be offering tratai- 
ing, personnel and equip- 



noent to help towns develop 
and produce programs. 
o Also, federal fundi availa- 
ble for "innovative a|) 
^proaches to conununity 
velopment** baye been a£ 
proved fbr local caUe 
purposes.. These funds, .he 
said, will be used to buy 



equipment in u variety of 
state locaUUes. 

Townsjnvblved hi the Con- 
neqtieiit^iver calAe system 
are: Old SAYBROOK, West- 
hrook, Clinton, Killingwortb, 
Deqp River, Chester, Essex, 
Durham, and thc^ portion of 
Haddam w^ of the Con- 
necticut River. 
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(0 study (he potential of government ac-f 
cess telecasts and to determine the best 
methods for'gtilizaUon of the channel. 

bCA personnel and 'City officiais in 
Meriden have begun a pilot proj9Ct to 
develop^ses for the government acces.<« 
channel^ullivan sees Wenden's experi- 
ment with cable television as influenc- 
ing government access channel use 
throughout the nation. 

According to Mollis Huston, supervisor 
of OCA'S cable TV division, program- 
ming on the governn\ental access is 
**only limited by .imagination and 
creativity.** 

Bbth Huston and Sullivan say 
that the govcrnmeni access 
cbannel would attract. enough 
viewers to juspfy spending tax 
dollars for programming, 
rh5 change.jn state ad- 
rations. however, casts a 
Ov^r the future of DCA 
television assistance^ 
James Rice of Meriden. 
he new JOCA commissioner re- 
^cently appoinU'd by Ctov. PMn 
^ s.iys h<» IS in fjivor of 
nuihujhi* program. But 
poiOi^oui that there i.s "a 
strong possibility" the pfxt- 
gniin will he ended by budget 
cuis ealled for by the governor. 
Rice says he would meel soon 
with Jiiy 0. Topper, whose con^ 
ftrmation as finance com- 
missioner IS pending in the 
General Assembly, io discuss 
the DCA budget for next year. 

A proposal for a grant to pro- 
vide a team of Students from 
Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute to work out a govern- 
ment access channel program 
for Meriden is currently under 
review by DCA officials. Ar- 
rangements for the student 
team were made last year and 
the students have already cbm* 
pleted some preliminary work 
on the program. 

According to Francis S. 
Noonan. Merlden's city ad- 
ministrator^ the students under 
the supervision of a WPI pro- 
fessor will establish policies 
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and determine the functions 
and duties of a municipal 
board which will oversee the 
operations of tHe government 
access channel. 

Noonan says that the WPI 
team will look into the 
technical needs of governmem 
access channel telecasts types 
of programming, possible 
abuses of the channel and 
telecast costs. 

The student^ have in- 
terviewed various city officials 
to get t^eir views on cable 
television, according to 
Noonan. The WPI team is now 
^iwaiting.word on the DCA 
grant before any further work 
IS done, Noonan says, ' 

The concept of a municipal 
board to Regulate the govern- 
ment access channel was 
drawn up by Meriden officials 
with the £fssistance of the DCA. 
The Federal Communications 
Commission, which has re- 
gulatory authonty over the ca- 
ble television industry, han not 
issued any specific regulations 
rei^'irding the operation of the 
governnrKint access channel. 

The proposal for a govern- 
ment ticcess governing board 
has been submitted to 
Merlden's Court .of C-ommon 
Councd for its actron. 

The oipst of using the govern* 
ment access channel depends 
on how elaborate the program* 
ming IS. according to DCA of- 
ficials, who esttrfiate <hat the 
simplest programming will 
cost from i25 to SlOO^an hour. 
New York City budgets exceed 
S500.000 a year for operation of 
Its over*the-air municipal 
channcj. DCA officials note. 
State officials have been ex- 
plorrn£ the, possibility of ob- 
taining federal funds for 'gov- 
ernment ac;pess channel use. 

' State officials irt also grop- 
ing in other ways to get a 
handle on how to approach 
Bovernment access channel. In 



1974 the General <t^^m 
establi.shed the Commission on 
the Educational and ^flforma- 
tional Uses of Qiole Telecom* 
munications. irccording to J. 
Jeffrey Almquist, the comr 
mission chinrman, the group 
' ha$ not yet formulated any re- 
commendations for the govern* 
ment access channel. 

Legislation to extend the life 
of the commi.s.sion to February 
WC} has Ixrn submitted to the 
1(^75 session of thi* state 
legislature. The rommi.sslon is 
al.M) watting for the alloraWn 
of a i,*)O.OtK) budget approved 
last year before any further 
work IS done, according to 
Almrfui.st. 

When the FCC mandated the 
establishment of the govern- 
ment access channel tn 1972, a 
fivc-^car development period 
was set. In 1977 a review of the 
channel will bv. made^ by the 
FCC i<f determine i}s success. 
The continuation of free access 
to the channel depends on how 
well cities make use of it, ac- 
cording to Sullivan. 
^ Cgble television operations in 
Meriden began last July. The 
monthly fee for the service is 
J6.95 for the hotrle viewers 
Mayor John D. Quinc sees a 
great potential in the chanrfel 
for cnlightching citizens about 
city government. think 
there's a tremendous need to 
get people nrwre interested in 
what*s happening in our city." 
^ Qui ne says. 

Programming could range 
from telecasts of various cty 
board and commission meet- 
ings to a lecture on hO)v the ci- 
ty lax rate i^t, Quinc poinjs 
out, 

though, that more 
to be m^dti beforp 
is actually used. 
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Publiihe<f at 285 Bto.d Stxtk, Hwtford. Connecticut, 06113/- Fridiy. April 19, 1974 

CATV Plugs in People P^er 



ConnecUcul Is In the unique position to get qfl 
on the right foot whefe ciWe television (CATV) is 
concerned io enwrc tjiat public access channels 
will properly serve the public. The means to that 
desirable And lie in legislation proposing to estab- 
lish a pilot C6nunission on the Educational ti]d.Jto- 
formational tTses of ^ATV, kn own u aUte Educa> 
t\^r^rr^i\^ Kill Numncr ma^ 

With its passage a coordinating body of experts 
would provide direction, ndvice and other services 
requested by the local advisory councils required 
by the Federal Communications Commission in 
each franchise area. It would also idenUfy the 
needs and costs of public acccsi operations, exam- 
ine distribution of channel uses develop fiinding 
policy to encourage educational flexibility, conveni- 
ence and experimentation and look into the feasi- 
bility o( community information centers for non- 
cabie subficribers. 

For at least two years library and education 
leaders in Connecticut have combined their Ulent 
In a TV subcommittee to review the experiences of 
other states and communities and reach conclu- 
sions on which to base a sUtfr^e operation. Bill 
5105 has been endorsed "h^irtily" by DavM D. 
KInley acting chief ^t PCC'n cable TV bureau 
for its duat goal of ^nfoting public understanding 
M CATV and developing the public access poten- 
tial. 

Harvard lecturer Kai Kalba added l^li support 
a«yta|thathto Bve years af fooiain« an pubUe ad- 



vice appllcaUons of CATV emphasize that lU po- 
tential/wUI not be fuHjlled automatically. "A sim- 
ple list of all \ht possible community uses" is not 
enough to make them coni^rue, he said. Pro- 
grammlnff, demonstration^^omotlon ^nd financ- 
ing/are vital accompanists to p)od Intentions: 
Leadership and pluming can mjake the diffeipence. 

New York aikl Texas already know how waste- 
the'fack or coordinated effort can be and how 
llfflcult It is to undo mistakes. Perhaps basing his 
lew on those experiences, i Washington speaker 
^ the lUte's Council of Mayors this spring said 
labile access ouUook la "gloomy" and a ••flale." 

5uch need not be the case here, fortunately. As 
Mr. Kalba observes, Connecticut's proposal may 
help to mobilize other state institutions to partici- 
pate In developing this new communications re* 
source. I might well become a mcrfel for the na- 
Uonr , . — 

M spelled out by Bill 5105 conunisslon mem- 
^bershlp represents all levels of education, govern- 
ment and information receptacles Jncludlng librar- 
ies of alluq^. It would mobilize an impressive 
array of Interested parties with equal rcprcscnla- 
tlon. Viewers should benefit from top Quality pro- 
grams whose range Is limited only by the creative 
' imaginations of planneri* 

Our state^wide library Line, llbraiy card and 
Inlerlibrary loaning aystemi provkie a foundation 
im which to ^lld. Ifie future for public access 
cable Vf will be brighter )n this aUta than any 
•tbar if BiU UOIIt I 
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cUsrBQililcLEAN 
iDANlEIAPH-^ College ciedirfc^ Job 

Bow ebput ■ coDmo decree wltboot 
over hflvinf ettcriiltd ■ college course? 

Tbcee tire bott pouibUttks under a 
elate spaiisoied program to get m« 
derwejr this fait r 

The State Board for Aeodemle 
Awards has set October r as the 
hsgbming of its flnt degree (^rograxor 
an Associate in the Arts. The dedsion 
esme at a meeting Thursday -at the 

Quutebaug Valley b>nanunit3r College. 

EsUblished last year by the Omk 
necticut Legislature, the board seeks to 
recognize **Ufe eiperiences" and in- 
dependent etudy as valid methods of 
arning. A major function o( the bo^u'd 
will be tb cond|)Ct proflcimcy tests to 
assess outside-of-the-classroom ex* 
perience and ^ve college credit for it 
The board is ■ unit of the SUte 
System of Higher Education and ex- 
pects to receive itsacaeditation before 
the beginning of its first program. 

"This is ■ degree program for in* 
dependent learners/' according tor. 
' Bernard Shea» executive director of the 
board. "We are, in effect, a brand new 
CQllege although we ^will hold n^. 
classes," he continued. . ^ 
He emphasCted that the board would . 
obsOT^ all the regtdatibns of ■ degree 
granting institution. 
/*When people make the' effort to 
study independently they are making ■ 
significant commitment/' he ex- 
plained. 

A U OMmber committed has already 
lieen established to oversell th^ ^ 
associate degree. The memt)era are 
faculty, from public and private 
ooDeges throughout the state. 

The Associate in the Arti ^gree will 
represent the equivalent of 60 semester 
credt bours. Credit toward the degree 
will be earntd 1^ examination, tranif^ 
credit and special a ss soimtot. 



The -degree wiO represent work 
**among seviftal areas of knowledge^ 
according to ■ formula that encourages 
IndivldttBllty and uniqueness.'* 




' Shea sa'id tKat'thle program will be 
pai:ticularly useful for twol^romis: the 
y urban community, and wofnen and 
minorities. , ' 

The urban community, he Explained, 
were ptsople who hadTbeen passed by 
the education^ system and had since 
oi^me into positions of responsibility. He 
said that thecpmmunlty college system 
ki Comtdlciit had only begin 10 years 
Igo fiKTsome p<K)ple missed the op-* 
/ porhmity for an eduction. 

Women jnd-mthorities, Shea said, 
would tMinefit by tll^ board because 
these ipoups were hesitant to accept 
traditional classroom itandards. 

Shea admitted thatptfs an area in 
which a great deal of pioneering is 
appropriate." 

Comecticvit is only the third state to 
" begin such a program. New York SUte 
has offered college proficiency 
examinations since 1963 and has 
p*anted Regents External Degrees 
' since 1072. New Jersey also gives credit 
for outside work. 

Partof the Connecticut program will 
be to administer New York's annual 
College Proficiency Examination 
Ingram of the Regents (CPEP) test 
and the^ College Level Examination 
Program (CLEP) of the College En- 
trance Examination Board. 

1^ five board mimbeirs only held 
their first meeting last 'November but 
plans are already underlay to.expand 
the offerings. The board emphasized at 
its meeting Thursday that theAssociate 
ki the ArU degree is only th^ flrst of a 
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variety ef degrees to/ be eventually 

oiferedj^i 

• A fu^pi^psct of the board will be ta 
, foster the -^developnrieht of new 
technology and media fbr the dis- 
^ semination of information. Ah*eady, 
Shea said, the board ckn act as an outlet 
forpeoi4,e who have ^'attended" classes 
troadcast on public television by giving 
^ them credit for their worfc. 
' ilepresentktives of Quinebaw Valley 
immunity College ask^ the board 
^whetherother college^ would recognize , 
the prMit given byihe board. 

Shea cited figifres frorn the New York 
program to suggest that the board's 
evaluation would be accepted. He said 
that of the 1,203^ people who have \ 
received associate degrees in N^w . 
York', more than half of theqi went on to 
further their education. Of the people * 
who went on, he reported, 90 per cent 
received full credit , for their degree^. 

The board did say that each college or 
university had the right to decide what^ 
credit to accept. * I 

Tuition for the board may vary with <^ 
each candidate as e very o ne proceeds at *' 
their own pacc.The enrollment fee Is 
$50 with an annual records main- 
tenance fee df 125 and a graduation fee / 
of $10. This does .not include 
examination fees. 

In the next several weeks', the boards 
will be launching a public information 
program which will include visits to 
conununity associations and libraries. 
They also hope to establish counseling , 
centers throughout the state. 

There are no admissipri require- 
ments, no resident requirements and no 
time limits. The program is "open to 
anyone who feels able to demonstrate' 
college level acliifivement regardless of 
his age, sex, x^diS^ creed, citLzchship, 
residence or levelof formal eduqation." 

EXitern Connecticut is represented . 
on the board t)y Grace W. Unden of 
North Franklin who is also its vice 
chairman. 

^ Although^ she is availablji for 
questions, she recommends that 
inquiriips be directed to the main Board 
office, 340 Capitol Ave., Hartford> The 
telephone number is S6&4319.^ 
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Libraries Become a Campusf 

Now lhal Ihc Board for Stale Academic second, there is U better place than amonK 

Awards ran confer associate degrees to pcr^ the socles of a HbiWy. PerMms with a Connec- ^ 

sons who have never been to coUeice. libraries ticard; available free of charfje from public II* 

assume an even greater Importance in the brarjes throughout the state, will benefit by re^ 

commuhity. Witboui a doubt, they will be one sources in more than 140 libraries. The ser- 

of the most r fflcient tools available to earning vice. authoHzcd by the 1979 General Assem- 

credit equivalent to one gained through forrhal Wy, includes an intertown reciprocari»orrow- 

rUssroom stiidv. thus* it is the more satisfy* ing program so thai books, magazines and rec- 

ing to be a We to report that Coni|ectic;Mt*s 11- ords located out of town will be loaned to a kK 

braries arc ready, willing and able lo fulfill ex- cal library for the patron requesting them. 

pcctation.^. . v . ■ 

Kach library has a specialty annmg its 

It was hut five years ago that the College materials providing a^ broad' diversification of 

Level Kxamjnal ion Program (CLEP) first was reference material, indeed, something for ev- * v 

used ih Ihijj «tale making it possible (or per- cry need. Under the leadership of the Conncc- 

Mws lo cam. credits by examination to valid;!le licul StiUc Library; Connecticut Ls wt up and 

knowledge derived outside the classroom. In ready to go. Furthermore. Public lnformation 

19^ University Of Bridgeport offered tests ia Director Margaret CtolamI, for Connecticut, 

2f subjects- through: it* evening division of Libraries reports thai BSAA plans regional 

adult education. Today there are niore than SO meeting thisiall with library personnel todis; ^ 

exams in six academic areas available (or • cuss how the external degree" program 

placement and credit administered at a dozen andx^qulp librarians for counselling, testing mi 

campuses with at least that many more partic- as readers advisors. - . 

ipalihg institutions lierc. q , • 

CLKP is one of four nonconventional ways . 'IIjc Cotihectieut' Library Association offers 

lb cam rrodils7'Thc' other l^ree are: by another resource in public television and the 

IransCcrrcd imints from ah accredited scHioci. public access channels on cable TV. The CLA 

by getting passing grade* on applicable tests has bech deeply involved in planning, training 

l^ken In imhlaiv service, and by ^ team of cx: and programming for at least two years to 

ports evaluation of human experience as bring the classroom into the living room 

rrtteiia for academic credit in a subject. through that medium. / 

Applications inav be made will! the BSAA at 340 '^z 

Capitnl Avenue' Hartford. ^Connecticut is most fortunate to have far- , 

sighted people guiding its libi^aries to a pro^r 

Libraries will become especially useful and rightful place of leadex^bip and. readiness 

when the degreeseekcr takes the CLEP or hu- in public education in a modern, up-dated way 

man experience pathway. For in studying Jor making the be9t use of all assets for the good 

the first or brushing up on the ipecifict of the of everyone. 
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fROM; . Cable Television: A Handbook ' (^ or Declsloninakine , Walter S. Bn.er/ 
IJ. S, Government Printing ybfflce, ^Vaohingt on ^ D . C * 19 7 3 

PLAimmO roR PUBUC SERVU^ 

« * ■ a ! 

^ GtviBn all th^ caveats, hpw can locad officials, educators, wkd citizens best use ' 
. tfie education and iocal government access channels? Firat^ stiidy groups should be 
establii^ed early in the planning phase, as r^ommended in Chap. 6. These groups 
should use published information, the experience of other communities, an^ expert ^ 
advice to assess the community's n^eds and priorities. They should estimate the 
Ainds avaflable fr&m local budgets, state aid, federal grants, and private aiid foun^a- 
tton sources. They may want to subject each proposed application to a list of ques- 
tions Jike the following: ^ & ' 

. Checklist for Public Servictk on Cable - « 

What is being done now? 
— . ^hb provides the information or service? 

— who uses it? * 
^ how is it delivered to users? . 

— is there feedback from users? 

— ^ how much is spent on service delivery and feedback? 
What are the present problems in providing the^ service? 
How might cable television^ help? Would other media, such as broadcast 
television, ITFS channels, the telephone, or the mails be as effective? 
Can th^ service be provided on the fre^ education or government access 
channels? . 

Will it require other facilities or equipment? 

— additional' channels? • 

— private channels? ' . - • 

— two-way response (data, audio, or video) from viewers? 

— viewer-to-^ewer communications? 
How much will this cost? 

* , . ■ ■ )■ . 

Who will do the programming or provide the service? How much will it 

cost? . ■ ' 

How will the target audience be identi^ed and reached? How much will 

this cost? I * ^ » . 

What are the arrangements for audience feedback? ^ » 

— how will success or failure be Assured? 

— how ^11 lee<|back modify the way the service is provided? 
How much will it co^? . \ ' I - 




8. 



9. 
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Overall, bow wilf the cable television portion be paid for? , 
- — from existing local budgeta, as a result of cost savings? 
: — from additions to local budgets? 

— from state or federal aid? 

— , . from foundations or private gif>8? 

— by taxing cable subscribers? 

UL Will a special showing to the FCC be necessary? Mfust any local, state, or 
'^federal laws or regulations be changed? 
! 11. What will be the effect on existing local institutions that now provide the^ 
service? Must new institutions be created? 
12. What specific steps must be taken to inclement the service on cable televi- 
sion? ' ^ i 

Answering these questions will help distinguish among feasible and infeasible 
applications, and those that are worth trying experinlentally: Only by ^dtive ex- 
perimentation in the next few years ynll the potential of cable television f^^^KJ^ 

rstood and eventually realized. . . 



lading public services be understood 
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SUMIfARY CHECKLIST 

• If the community is not in a mcgor market, will its franchiae require free 
use of an education and a government access channel? 

• Has the franchising authority^ designated planning groufMhto recommend 
' how to use the education and government channels? . 

Hu the fr^chising authority or planning group considered 

— whethera to set rules for administering the education channel, ■up-/' 
ported by a special showing to the PCC? - 

— how the government channel will be administered? / 

— what construction schedule and rates are appropriate for wiring 
schools and Other public facilities? 

— l^Rrhat production facilities and equipment can be used? 
what rates for noncommercial use of additional leased channels will be 
set? , ' N,,,^^ 

— where funds for programming and service development will be ob- 
tained? ^ ' 

— ,how audiences will be made aware of, and participate in, public ser- 
vices on cable? ■ . ^ > ^ ' 

What speci^c educationa;! and municipal applications have been proposed?o 
Have questions like those listed on page ITOf. been asked for each poten- 
tial program or service? Which seem most feasible? 

Has the cable system been designed to accomnrodate other public services 
at a later date? 

« 

What are the prospects fbr demonstrating new educational or municipal 
ftppltcations on the community's cable system? 
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CATV Workshop Looks At Possible Local Uses 



Response to Friday's jcablc 
television woricshop at Middle- 
sex Community College has 
been "moderately good," orga- 
nizers ^ay, but there is an un- 
derlying fear that local residents 
are not aware of the importance 
of the session. 

The . purpose of the workshop 
Is to personally acquaint resi- 
. dents with local videotaping pos- 
sibilities and to provide insights, 
into the often unknown and mis- 
understood expanse of cable TV. 

The idea is not new. Other 
workshops have been conducted 
throughout the state to provide 
persons with notions about cable 
ttlevision's local possibilities. 

But for the first time, the 
workshop will be designed on 
the local, not the state, level 
with the local audience in mind. 

The gathering from' 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. is co-sponsored by the Mid- , 
dletown commission on Oie artsi 
and cultural activities andHby 
Ruftseii Library . And~lt is spon-l 
sored with the Middletown area 
resident as a principal target. 



MIDDLETOWN PRESS 
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People are not aware what 

cable television has to > offer 
Joyce Kirkpatrick, of th< com- 
mission on the .arts and cultural 
activities, aaid. 
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Cable TV 
Facts Sheets 
Distributed 



Area merchants will be served 
cable television fact sheets this 
week, prior to being canvassed 
by Middlesex Community Col - 
lege (MCC) designed question- 
nsdres. 

The fact sheets will provide 
genera! background into Con- 
necticut cable development and 



/ 



CATV Advisory Council 
Awaits CaU f or Advice 



Persons could have an oppor- 
tunity to have access to public, 
municipal and educational chan^ 
nels. Either they use them« as 
Sybil Paton, of Russell Library, 
said, or they coidd lose them. 

To use them, pridr knowledge 
must be gained. And it can when 
ttiirfee rotating woitshops Will be 
conducted Friday morning and 
afternoon. 

' Maraaret Cleland . of the state 
cable commission, and Brian 
Sperry . foitner program direc-i 
tor for Channel 13 in New Lon-I 



its relation to advertising 
schemes ot its subscribers. t)ata 
is based on calls made this past 
^Veek to some of the ten cable 
franchise operators across the 
state. 

Both Yiuestionnaires and fact 
sheets iiave been designed, and 
will be served, by 33 MCC stu- 
dents. The campaign is part of a 
m\icfi larger information survey 
currently being oonducted 
Kalba-Bowen Associates, Inc., a 
consultiiig - f hm hired by the 
city. 

The student inquiry seeks to 
discover how viable a force mer- 
chants, particularly BAain Street 
butineissmen, will be in cable 
advertising. 



don, will speak in two of the 
workshops. 

Ms. /Cleland ^ill address her* 
self ,to programming possibi- 
lities, "while. Sperry will be con- 
cerned with contrasting ap- 
proaches, examples and ex- 
periences. 

The third phase of the pro- 
gram, entitled **Choose. It: Use 
It," will focus on practice. Con- 
trasting subjects will test por- 
table equipment *s iibiHty td coo-*^ 
vey likewise -contrasting actions 
and approaches. 

Sandwiched l>etween will be a 
short talk by Anne Bransoomb, 
of Kalba-Bowen Associates.. Inc. 
on a ^'glimpse into Middletowh's 
future." Kalba-Bowen is cur- 
rently conducting a sinrvey in 
the area to determiiie planning 
and uses of a cable television 
system. 

Registration is $5. More in- 
formation is available from 
Russell Library. 



/ 
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' By CLARK JUDGE 
Q: When is a council not a 
council? A: When it's the Mid- 
dletown area cable advisory 
council. 

The advisory council was es- 
tabUshed by the Public Utilities 
Commission (PUC) in 1974^ and 
its jipembers appointed last sum- 
mer. 

Under PUC regulations, it was 
designed to "give advice to the 
management of the cable tele- 
vikion company upon such mat- 
ters affecting the public as it 
deems necessary.** 

Its members were appointed 
for two-year terms, to serve 
without compensation, and were 
supposed to convene at least bi- 
monthly. 

Sinqe the council's inception, 
however, it has not met.once. fn 
fact, its members are not even 
aware who most of their col- 
leagues are. 

The problems can be traced to 
what appears to be a commu- 
nications breakdown 4)etween aU 
parties concerning: the advisory 



council, the PUC and the fran- 
chise <^rator. 

Genera^ practice is that the 
franchise operator (in Middle- 
to w n * s case, TelePrompTiir, 
Inc.) calls the first meeting of 
the V advisory group. After that, 
the .cotincil*s presiding officer, 
elected by the group, shall con- 
vene the body. 

Unfortunately, Middletown is 
cast in an almost unique role. 
The> franchise owner is actively 
trying to sell its property here, 
and has thus lost track d the 
advisory council. 

Members have been appoint- 
ed, but no meeting has been 
called. Most persons on ' the 
council thought the first gather- 
ing nmst be called by the oper- 
ator, or there would be no meet- 
ings at all. ^ 

Mot so, said a PUC spokes- 
woman. The* franchise was 
asked to call the first one simply 
because it was one of the few 
^ure parties. Most appointments 
have not be^ made, it was ex 



iriained, when an advisory coun- 
cil Is established. 

This procedure is merely a 
convenience, she said, not a 
rule. It if not part of the PUC 
regulatiqhs, but was ocnveyed 
only by letters to francihisees 
and those making appointments. 
The message was then supposed 
to filter to those appointed. 

If, however, appointments 
have been made and the fran- 
chise operator is reluctant to 
caU the first session, then the 
advisory council can pull its own 
string. "I don*t see anything 
wrong in' it," the PUC official 
said. 

It was said that Middletewn's 



ready happened in Connecticut. 
An advisory • council that had 
waited for the franchise oper 
ator to caU the initial forum fl^ 
nally end«d up catting its own: 

In other places where the 
franchisee has been set to go, 
' but appointments have not been 
completed, meethigs have been 
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80 anyway. 



To do this, a 12-question ilyer 
was drawn Up and presented be 
fore the Mid^letoun ad hoc com- 
mittee and Kas Kalba of Kalba- 
Bowen last Mond'ay night. The 
object was to obtain reaction 
and input before Uie queslion- 
naire was put before merchants. 

The primary reaction wa^ that 
businessn^en would be unable to 
iBomplc^ the survey satislfac- 
lorily without first knowing 
something about cable tele- 
vision. Ai^ to give them that 
knowledge. It was decided that 
fact sheets might be drawn up 
and issued. 

So, the students adju<;ted their* 
timetable, worked on the fact 
sheets and revised their ques- 
tion&ures. BoXh pieces of ififor- 
mation are due on the streets 
next week, ^\^th fact sheets pre- 
ceding thew survey. . \ 

Virginia Pettiross, who is a 
member of the ad hoc cable 



predicament is almost Mhiqu»| — ^^--eammittee and is assisting th^ 
because apparenUy t)ils has fl- stuiteQ} study, anticipates the^ 



work can be completed in time 
for Kalba-Bowen's estimated 
deadliife of March 15. 

The studwents wjru expected 
to begin n rrn'-io.-i tf'i^phone suf- 
v^ of 500 persons a(ter the busit^ 
ness inquiry \va^ con>plcted. Sut \ 
beo^luse of tKecshortage of iim^n 
that investigation ^ has already 
initiated. 
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state Cable TV Board To Stage Hearing 



NEW LONDON The 
Connectioji Commission oa 
tbe> EdMcational ^nd Infor*^ 
matlbR<>i Us?9 of Cable 
Telecommunications will 
conduct a public hearing to- 
day at 7.30 p m. in Dana 
HaU, Connecticut CoUeie, to 
receive information and opi- 
nion' concerning the use of 
cable television for com- 
munity and public service 
proo-amming. 

The hearing will be the 
first of a series of re^onal 
meetings scheduled by the 
commission, to obtain ex- 



pressions of local interesl in 
developing local aiki area 
programming and tervicei 
lor delivery bv cable. 

The hearing will be 
cablecast over cable Channei 
13, the local origination 
channel operated by Eastern 
Connecticut Cable f eleviak» 
Inc. at Connecticuf College. 

Considered the first of its 
kind in the nation, the com- 
mission was estaUiahed in 
the last session of the 
General Assembly to con- 
duct a study and make reco- 
mendations to the state 
legislature. 



RenNt Ftediiiii 

Tbe commission was ei- 
peeled to report its findings 
to the General Assembly by 
next February and recom- 
mend possible legislative 
programs concerning the use 
of cable' television for' 
educational, ncommunity and 
public service programming. 

Invited to attend today^s 
hearing aiid present 
statements to the commis- 
sion are area government of- 
ficials, members of local ad- 
visory councils for cable 
television, spokesmen for 



schools and colleges, 
libraries and health agen- 
cies, community 
organizations and other 
interested persons. 

Statements also may be 
mailed to the commission's 
executive officer, Margaret 
Cleland, at the Connecticut 
State Library unUI Dec. 31. 

President at today's hear- 
ing will be commission 
carman J. Jeffrey Alm- 
quist. Reference material 
about the conunission and 
about cable television will be 
available at the bearing. 
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The Connecticut 
Cable Coalition 
Holds Its 
Annual Meeting 



The Valley Cablevision of Shelton 
was the site of the annual meeting 
of the Connecticut Cable Coalition, 
held Dece|nber 7. 

On the agenda was a discussion on 
"The State of Cable in Connecti- 
cut/' an organizational and business 
meeting of the Coalition and thre^e 
workshops covering: * . 

• The current state-of-the-art in 
video production hardware. 



DECEMBER, 1974 

• ComrDunity programming — 
dealing with the practical realities 
of producing and organizing pro- 
gramming which directly include 
community members. 

• Political and legal aspects of 
lobbying and organizing efforts 

^around future cable development 
In Connecticut. 

On the rostVum of speakers and 
resource people were: Margaret Cle- 
land, Connecticut State Library; Norm 
Cohen of the Studio, New Haven; 
Bill Inderstrodt, Cable Coalition; rep- 
resentatives of the State Cable Com- 
mission, the Danbury Educational 
Project, the cable industry, and the 



STORRS, CONNECTICUT 06268 



institute of Public Service. The In- 
stitute was represented by Exten- 
sion Professor Myron Weir>er (past 
President of the CoalitionK 

Update 

Under the guidelines of the Public 
Utilities Commission, a large num- 
ber of Connecticut cities are in the 
process 6f forming cable TV advisory 
committeaa. Thraa quita larga 
cable systems currently operating in 
the state are: Danbury, Naugatuck 
Valley, and New London. 

For information about the Connectf- 
cut Cable Coalition, its activities dfxl> 
membership, address the CCC at 
48 Howe Street, New Havien, Conn. 
06511. 



Selectmen on Camera 



Tlte NewMUford Times, NewMUford, Coiuu, February 20, 1975 



Ijy Macvc 5>lavin 
(Rclnlcdslory.Pnnc3) 
Supscribcrs to cable tele- 
vision in New Milford will be 
able to4tmT^ In to Channel C (one 
of two public access channels 
mandated) orj^ Friday March t4 
and watch a Board of Select- 
men's meeting which will be 
videotaped at l«0<ii.m.''and aired 
at a time later in the day — 
prAbably in so-called ''prime 
lime," 

;Lasl Friday's meeting was 
videotaped as a ''dry fun." 
Kquipmenl was provided by 
Haul Hancock owner of' New 
Miliford Cablevision. However, 
the Select ni on will request a 
$9,000 ^roplration to pur- 
chase cqul^djcnt which will be 
kept at yie N^inW4Mocd Public 
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Library and which will be made 
available to members of the 
public quplifi'ed to operate the 
vidcotapinrg equipmpnt. The 
$9,000 sum will include main- 
tenance and repairsforaydar: 
the equipment is^^Siiected to 
cost in Ihe region pf)f?G,0OO. 

Workshops in VMeotapinf, 
lechniqucs will be scnpdiiled by 
the Creative Arts Center and 
will be open to anyone In- 
terested In Icarnlnc thctic skills. 
^ Federal Communications 
Comrniss^on- rc:;ulations have 
mandated that cablevision 
companieJf^iiist / proviso two 
free channels open for com- 
munity use, and unlw^ ih«* 
cha|incl8 are Inuop^trj' 
tlon by March 1977 ^/thcy 
will revert gi 



in the case of the New Milford 
area — to Paul Hancock. 

Hancock is required to 
provide the necessary wiring-up 
at town buildings, but Is not 
required to provide equipment 
or operators. He told The Times 
on Tuesday that he will operate 
the equipment for the March 14 
tapin(^ but that in the fut^e the 
towii must find an operau 

Tlie New Milford Cablevisi 
Advisory Committee 
pre.<?ently working^ to deyftp 
public Interest in the u.sc orthc 
clinnnels. Tlie Creative Arts 
Center production of "A Doll's" 
HouiiC" was taped Monday for 
presentation over j)ubU$ 
channels at a later datcA West 
iia^^iaa^FWased production 
VSompany VOTU (Voice of the 
Unhcard)jjoperating on a 
federal-gfant administered by 



HEW provided the equipment 
and technicians. 

Federal funding may be. at 
hand, according tQ Paul Han- 
cock, if a bill introduced by 
Senator Talmadge of Geornia is 
passed, llic bill would provide 
funding for rural cabelvision. A. 
Virginia legislator introduced a 
bill in thd House of Uepresen-' 
tativcs which would provide 
long term low cost loans for 
rural areas with less than sixty 
houses per linear mile. 

"That's us," Hancock &nld. 
•'Prospect for pansa^je of this 
legislation is not clear. But I've 
bden looking for someChing like 
this. Only tliirtacn per cent of 
the country is wired for cable, 
but it is growing. And Con- 
necticut is theonJ^tsnTc that is ~ 
rcaljy^acitvelfrcablc." 
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CableTV Money Being Held 



By CLARK JUDGE 

IIAnTFOHi)— Mnnoy liiiclt;- 
ctcHl kisl yoyr for ilio stnic Crtin- 
•inisMo.i on the I'jliiratinn;)) i\;id 
liiriu'innlinnal Uses of 0;il)lc 
» TiMcennniiunicniions Iras not yet 
boon ivica.scd, it was learned 
ye.slcrday. , 

The money, $r>0,OflQ, was ap- 
pni|)riiilcd in Kchrnary, 1974, by 
the Conned iciii ncneral Assem- 
bly, ai)provc(i by the Com- 
mis-sion Oclober 29. Since that 
time, however, not a penny of 
the $50,000 \u\ii been released by 
the liCj:;islalivc Management 
Comniitlec. ' 

And il probably won't be, 
Commission Chninnan J. Jef- 
frey Alnu|iust said, until it is de-j 
terinined whether the Coinmis- 
.fcion*s Kfl»niiiry 15 reporting 
deadline will hu extended. The 
Coninilssioii w:is sehednled to 
review such thtn«s as eable 
needs. teehnolo<^'y, costs and 
,fnndjn«; propcels for intei-state 
cable^ cooperation; and the need 
for a permanent slate conin)is- 
fiion to siip])oil the innoyativa 
use of public access channels. 

It was due to report its find- 
* ings to the lci,'i^aturp FebiTiaor 
15, but will present, instead, an 
interim report and request for 
more tinW^..,,,^^^ 
* Thnt reportiiWwntiist s^id. 
•will/ probably be \jiiide next 
Tuesday. It eould have been a 
final study, rather than an in- 
terim one he added, but the 
members of his Commission 
felt it was worth the time tq 
conduct a long-range investiga-^ 
tion into cable television. An' 
the^ report's cover letter, ^un- 
qulst will ask the Legislative 
Management Committee to al- 
low the $50,000 to be expended 
through the final, extended 
deadline, whatever that may 
be. ' 

WhyJh^Legislative Manage^ 
ment Committee has waited 
-^ihis long to release the money 
is not clear, but Almquist 
thinks it has to do with the re- 
cent turnover in state govern- 
ment By th^time ^budg^jetary 
procedures^ had been ''clarified 



and oral ideas put into writing, 
the Jegislature -ivas ready for 
its bi-annual faceHft. The mat- 
^ ter was sulisequently tabled, 
▼ and has not been acted upon 
since. 

'Thej^e thbigs generally hap- 
^ pen at the beginning of each 
year," he said. Margaret Cle* 
land, an executive officer of the 
Commission, agrcfd. The Lcgis- 
laCivo Management Committee 
under Gov. Meskill may have 
felt the decision to release funds 
should be made by th« new lec- 
Ulkurt, she said. 

Why Reluct 

But what's hard to^ 
she added, is the new Ic 
committee's reluctance to deiT 
with the issue. Perhaps the EC- 
lease of Commission funds is 
particularly low on the com- 
mittee's list of priorities, she 
suggested. 

In any case, the only money 
available was Uireo month and 
approxiiuniely $5,000 worth of a 
federal gr;mt put up by tlie State 
Library. The money covered two 
persons salaries and services 
sueh^as mailing and duplieaLing 
cable * newsletters. It expired 
December 31, but Uie Sute I^i- 
brary continues to offer its ser- 
vices and facilities. No money, 
however has meant no salary 
since December 31 for Ms. Cle- 
lami. 

That .siUiation mif'ht 1)e re- 
solved, as Ms. C)el;md put it, 
"witli a little help from our 
friends." Tho'friends' in this 
ca.so are Uepresrnt;ilives How- 
ard Klebanoff (D-Hlh District) 
and Gerald F. Slevens <U119 
District). Each has spon.sorcd a 
- proposed bill which is directly 
oonccmed with the Commis^ 
sion's fate and currently before^ 
legislative committees. 

Proposed UlU 

Kicbanoff's proposed bill (No. 
6708) would expend the life of the 
Connecticut Commission another 
year. Stevens' proposed mea- 
sure (No. 6588) would extend the 
Commission's reporting^ date 
(Feb. 1^) to allow additional 
time for the study's, completion. 

Neither, however, expHeitly 
refers to fuAlding. So. the possi- 
bility of one of the bills l)eing r 



passed and the 'money not being 
released is there. Almquist is 

confident the $50,000 will l)c re- 
leased concurrently when and if 
one of the measures is passed,' 
but admits that the other possi- 
bility is conceivable. 
. Should neither bill be_^passed, 
however, .then*the Conimission 
would "be pretty much out of 
business." Almquist said. He is 
confident that won't happen, and 
said the Commission has been 
"operating on the assumption 



that we'll get past. 

The Connecticut Conwnission 
was established by the General 
Asseml>^1y in 1974, and Is 
charged witn making i^ccom-^ 
mendations to the legislature to 
assure that effective use be 
made of the access channels. As 
such, it protects the pubUc in- 
terest in seeing thnt educational, 
government and public access is 
assured to cable. Virginia Petti-* 
ross, a Middletown resident, is ai 
member of the Commission. 



NOTICE 

This will tie the lasjpfl^iie of ConnecH-^ 
out Cable CZig^^uirETT further notice. The 
Jonri£Ct4ctrtytate LibrarjX^regnets "that it ' 
lacks the fund^ to continiW supporting 'the^ 
of the Commission on \he Educa ^ 
Informational Uses of edible Teleo 
muntcalions. 
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WASHINGTON (UPl) - 
Federal Communications 
)iicies( 

barriM conimoa cr#iiimhip- 
of cable and microwave tele-i 
vision lyttems keep millions 
of rural Americans from get^ 
ting improved reception, the 
White House Office of Teie-I 
communications Policy^ 
(OTP)juid Saturday. 

An irir survey, con(lucte(i^ 
by the Univer^U^of Denver,^ 
uid more thainbne million - 
rural households receiye na 
adequate television service - 
ataU. 

Six million other 
households, or about 9 per* 
cent of all home viewers, 
receive fewer than three 
channels, the survey said, 
and another 22 million must 
choose from among fewer 
than five channels. 

8^ - 



U FCC itegulaUoiflF4«e?« _ 
relaxed. th*\ report said, alt^^ 
but about mOOO of the 

[ious4hold8jx>ttttfre- 
ceive-uirsej^hafifiel^ tor a 
toUl investmtnMO^ 
$153 rmillion m salT 
channel receptmn would cost 
1272 to $336 miUion. 

. Test studies showed better 
service could be\ provided In 
, north cCTtral Tg inessee for 
an investment Mntinr|64qM^ 
$7 per housejhola. In 
nortnwest^uth Dakota, the 
per*household coit of Im- 
proved reception vis a com- 
bination of cable! and im- 

Eiroved microwaveiwas $128 
o$176. 

"T^pse fibres cofnpare 
favorably with what some 
rural householdera i^re now 
investing In elaborate toM^er 
and antenna arrangements 
for only marginally satisfac^ 
tory reception,'* the report 
said. 

OTP Director John Eger 
sent copies of the report to - 
FCC Cnairman Ricbard E. 
WUey and Sen. Howard H. 
Baker, R-Tenn. 
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NEWS RELEASE - DANBURY 

Editor's Note: We are running the following 
neDs^ releases from Danbury in lieu of news- 
clips. Getting local coverage of community 
cablecasting in some areas of the State is an 
uphill job. 

Danbury » Feb* 3, 1975 

r^ayoi^ Charles Ducibella is introducing a new 
Series of video programs which will be ceible- 
cAst weekly on channel 6, the local access 
channel. "The Mayor •s Report"' will be shown 
at 12:3X), 1:30 and 6;30 p.m. each Monday 
staifting February 3. The weekly program is 
being produced by Mr. William P. Morton, Video 
Project Director of the Danbury Public Li- 
brary. Designated as the Official Municipal 
Information Agency of the city of Danbury, the 
Library is planning to inform residents about 
municipal activities, municipal agencies and 
their services. 

contact William P. 
.Porter at the library. 

*WEEK AT;rHE LIBRARY; During 
while the message 
£&ns of. information pertin- 
2ncies~and meetings, the aii^^io 
"carry complete operas (average 

2ach opera^is about 2h hours) , 
Complete playings on each opera 
a brief introduction to the 
Jbroadcast. The following is 
schedule: 
.0 a.m. and 2 p.m.* — AIDA by VERDI' 
w/Leont3 Tie Price, Eita Gorr, Jon Vickers 
and Robtxt Merrill^ conducted by Georg 
^olti w/'the Rome Opera House Orchestra 




Feb. 11—10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. — THE MAGIC 
FLUTE by MOZART w/Franz Cralss, Roberta i 
Peters, E<relyn Lear/ Fritz Wunderlich, cop- 
ducted by Karl Bohn w/Berlin Philharmonic 

Feb. 12 — 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. — SAMSON (in 
English) ty HANDEL w/Jan Peerce, Phyllis 
Curtin, conducted by Maurice Abravanel w/ 
Utah Symphony 

Feb. 13 — 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. PELLEAS ET 
MELISANDE by DEBUSSY w/C'amille Maurane, 
Erna Spoor enberg, conducted by Ernest Anser- 
met w/Orchestre de la Suisse Romande 

Feb. 14—10 a.m. only—MEDEA CHERUBINI w/ 
Maria Callas, Mirto Picchi, conducted by 
Tullio Serafin w/orchestra 

CABLE TELEVISION, CHANNEL 6 LISTINGS- 

Feb. 7 9 a*m.-9 p.m. Municipal Information 
10 a.m. Aida by Verdi (audio only) 
12:30 p.m. Mayor's Report 
1:30 p.m. Mayor's Report 
2:00 p.m. Aida by Verdi (audio only) 
. 6:30 p.m. Mayor's Report 

Feb. 8 9 a.m. -9 p.m. Municipal Information 
10 a.m. Magic Flvte by Mozart (audio) 
1:30 p.m. Magic Flute, Mozart (audio) 

Feb. 9 9 a.m. -9 p.m. Municipal Information 
10 a.m. Samson by Handel (audio only) 
1:30 p.m. Samson by Handel .(audio) 
Feb. 10 9' a.m. -9 p.m. Municipal Information 
10 a.m. Pelleas et Melisande by 

Debussy (audio only) 
1:30 p.m. Pelleas et Melisande by 
Debussy (audio only) 
Feb. 11 9 a.m. -9 p.m. Municipal Information 
10 a.m. Medea by Cherubini (audio) 
3, p.m. Jr. Hi^h basketball — Broadview 
. vs. R6gers Park 
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\oirm^ Course 

The state's regional com- 8:30. p.m. on Conjj^cut Public The 12 community coUeges Those Interested should con- 
munity colleges are offering Telcvisiw^ ivjjUT^ rcp^^ are tying In with the series by *<act their nearest community 
credit by television starting lngccn:S^jiufflay evenings at «: offering college credit for those college registrar or write or call 
next Tuesday in a LVpart public enrolling In. and completing, the TV Community College, 1280 

TV series on the histoiypf man scraps explore* such course. Asylum Ave.. Hartford, 

through his achievemfents^;!^^ 

science. ^ >\/^ Galileo for his jupport orCbper- 

jiijcus^ theory that-the sun is the 
center of the universe and the 
earth and other planets revo|ve 
around it. 



The KsceniA^ Mann/* a 14 
million production, will begin ^t 



The schools wil|^rovide a tex- 
tbook and an -anthology for 
115.95, plus a study guide and 
ot^er^supportive services. 



r.UEl5N\VICII TIME, 
FEBRL^VRV 5, 1975 
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Geared for Cmeen . 

. ^GlaitOBlNiry Hlfh School GnldABce GounielcA' Lawrence Sobolewski demonstrates 
a (Kvlce that helpe itadenti match their intereiti with various careers. Looking on in 
the hl^ school'i Career Retoarcc Center it itudent Leslie Heinz. She is among several 
hnndred itndenti who have used the center to learn moiV about Kiture careers, in the 
bachponod. itndeati nse a nnicrofilm viewer 4hat givei baiic iwormation on careers, 
i^ch at salary ridges and where to find training for the Jobs in the state. The center, 
Irhich is to have other materiiMi inch ai^assette recorders and film strips, is fynded by 
a|2.Misthtf grant ' * ^ ^ - / 83 



Librairy To Hq>d 
1 Video WbrksMojp 

The Greenwich Library will conduct n 
video workshop in the library's Cole 
Auditorium to instruct residents in the ^ 
use of video i.ape equipment. 

Two camera systems will be available 
during the workshop to provide 
, pari ic!i pants with **hands-on" 
C'y.piTifncc 

' . i . . — 
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MDiniitifiiit cable dips 

Vol. 1, No. 17 December 25,^^ 

Nens and Commentary Compiled and Edited by the Connecticut State Library 
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iytatr nf (Ciuntrrttrut 

genehal a5sembl!:y 

STATS CAFITOL 
HANTFORD. CONNCCTICUT OCIIft 

COMMISSION ON THE ^EDUCATIONAL Afft) INFORMATIONAL 
USES OF CAfiLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

231 Capitol Avenue/Room 601/Hartford, CT 06115 
Tel.: (203) 566-7315 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
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THE COMMISSION ON THE EDUCATIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL USES OF 
CABLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, ESTABLISHED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO 
STUDY AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING THE USE OF CABLE TELE- 
COI^NI CAT IONS FOR EDUCATIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES, WILL 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 9 AT 7:30 p.m: AT THE 
DANBURY Pl^/BLIC LIBRARY... 

IN\flTED TO ATTEND AND'tO PRESENT RELEVANT INF0RMAli6N AND . 
OPINION Ap PUBLIC OFFICIALS, MEMBERS Op LOCAt ADVISORY COUNCILS 
FOR CABLE TELEVISION ESTABLISHED. IN CABLE FRANCHISE AREAS BY THE - 
PUBLIC UTILITIES. COMMISSIONS^ FOR EDUCATION AND LIBRARIES, ^ 

CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS AND COMMUifllTY SE;ftVICE AGENCIES,, AND ^ OTHER 
; INTERESTED PARTIES. ' , ■ - ' 

.. .. 

, STATEMENTS MAY BE PRESllNTED ORALLY AND IN WRITING.^ l^ITTEN 
STATEMENTS MAY ALSO BE MAILED TO THE COMMISSION C/0 THE CONNECTICUT 
STATE LIB'RARY, ROOM 601, 2^1 CAPI'^L AVENUE HARTFORD, doNNECTICUT 06115. 

■ m 

December 23, 1974 • ■ 
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?rom Conneatiout Cdb%^ Clip8» Vef? 1 , No. 14 (Dec. 4, 1974), p. 2. 

Teleprdmpter Seen Throwing Tomiin on Area 



^ble TV 

TeleprompUr Inc. tiM New 
YoTk-^d compaiiy whotm 
ai ipdiesmen preiUcte4^w» ymn 
^ aco would Im providing cablo 
televiiion to tho Bridgcprnt mm. 
^ by this summer, has alL^ttut 
S; written off the aren fo|^4mblo 
television and Is att^pCiai to 
g sell lU frsnchiso ricbts. 

fTeleprompter, tbo laifcst 
cable television finn la tbo aa* 
tion, has been delayed in its ef- 
forts to wiro Bridgeport, Strat- 
fold, Milford, Orangt and Wood- 
bridga for -CATV primarily 
becausa of a protracted legal 
battle over tha company's right 
to locata a master antenna in 
Shelton. 

Now, with interest rates tha 
highest in recent memory and 
money for capiul expansion in 
short supply, Teleprompter is 
moving to divest itself of un- 
developed "high risk" franchises 
such as the Bridgeport area, ac- 
cording to company officials. 

Bridgeport is considered a 
high risk area because residents 
can receive seven or more chan- 
nels independently. 

This makes cable television, 
which offers up to ^ channels ta 
pubscribers who pay a monthly 
service charge, less attractive 
than in'^areas whera normal TV 
reception is marginal, according 
to John Raines, Jeleprompter's 
New England Regional 
manager. 
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"TelcprompCen u well as tha 
entire cable industry hat run in- 
to financial difficulties," said 
Mr. Raines. 

Shcltaa Sug Cited 

"We would have had an 
operating system in Bridgeport 
if it)hadn't been for two things: 
the^difficulty with the Shelton 
antenna site and opposition from* 
established Connecticut 
television systems,'* he said. 

Shelton has opposed to the 
constnjttiQii of the master an- 
tenna since lt73, when the city 
Zoning commission denied Tele- 
pronper's application to build 
the tower on a site of Black 
Hills road. The Zoning commis- 
aloB's decision was overruled by 
the state P^^lie Utilities' com- 
mission, which: Issues CATV 
franchises. After |i series of ap- 
peals by th4 ' 
now awaitli 

atate Suprei. ^. 

"We feel the tower will cau^ 
Interference with local television, 
reception and result in depre- 
ciation of local property 
values," said James Bracnaro. a 
Shelton lawyer handling Che c^asa 
for the city. ' ^ 

Mr. Raines said the Shelton 
site Is the only location in the 
area where it would be feasible 
to build an. antenna, primajrity 
because of lU elevation. *'Wa 
looked for years for an alternate 
antenna site,'" he said, ''and 
there Just doesn't appear to bo 
•ny^" 



issues 1 V 
' a series of ap- 
^,\tfie matter ii 
heatlBg4|V thi 

tturt, * 



*'Blackevt'* ea Bayers 

He said Teleprompter Is 
discussing the possibility of 
selling the franchise with 
"several companies" but declin- 
ed to reveal thf Ir names. There 
still remains some possibility 
thst Teleprompter would retain 
the franchise, Mr. Raines said 
but, however, that the company 
would like to see another (inn 
lake over. 

Teleprompter owns a 
franchise in the MIddletowa 
area which has also put up 
for sale l>ecause of the com*^ 
pany's efforts to cut bajck pn 
capital expenditures. ^ 
Before any franchises tan ,^ 
transferred from one company 
to another, both parties must 
gain^proval from the PUC. 

In the area adjacent to 
Bridgeport other poic^ttal cable 
television baickel^^ave lieen hit 
. by the so-called' tight money 
problem. 

Paul Hancock president of 
New Milford ceblevision^ had ^ 
applied eariier this V^ar to thf*>^t 



Just recently began providing 
aervlce to resldenU ortbe New 
Mllford-Bridgewmter area at the 
rate of $8.50 per month. He 
eatimated It would coat $7.1 
mtlUon to establish an operating 
system In the Trumbull region. 

"We'U reapply as noon sis 
80 me money becomes 
available," he said. 
• Community Televj^^^B/ 
Syste^ ^ Bra nJNTjrd, ^€ 
luirsidlaiy of the^A^s^ 
x<;eoigla-based RoUiiu, lupw, had 
also filed aft apf^tktt^for the 
Trumbull rt^gfon traiichlse. But 
the appUcatioo was Aot 
aidered by the PUCJ>eciose 
was InoomUet 




said 
\ another 
rumbull 
Howevei; he 
Rollins h 
the matti 

'was 




Aef firm's 
Rollins ^might 
appllcauon for 
f rjprn c h 1 s e . 

that 
pursuing * 
first alp- 
icomplete. 



PUC for franchise rights to,the 
six-town regicpi that includes 
Trumbull, Monroe, Newtown, 
Brookfleld, New Fairfield and 
Sherman. 

But In Sejptemlftr, a week 
before • public hearing on the 
fiiuichlse had becii: aet by the 
,PUC he withdrew the applloH 
^tfcm. 

"Nobody wants, to put up any 
money for new franchises," said 
Mr. Hancock* whose company 



dcordingt o the PUC, a toUl 
cable franchhieslhave been 
granted In Coiin(ectlcu|t. Of these, 
only four are operatic nal. 



More Telecommimications 
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Cfr. Peter C. Goldmark 
uyi the lution is failing to 
use' its comnriunicatjoni 
technology properly and 
iudi a policy will result in 
the same kind of mistakes 
that have led to the energy 
crisis. 

Goklinark, a communica- 
tions scientist who helped 
develop the lons-playing 
phonograph record and coH 
or television, is actively en- 
gaged in communications 
work In Connecticut. , 

His warning about com- 
municatk)ns technology Is hr 
a speech scheduled for de- 
livery this afternoon ii^ San 
Diego. 

Goldmark will be address- 
ing govemi^ent representa- 
tives, scientists and busi- 
nessnr>^n at the National Te- 
lecommunications Confer- 
ence. 



Goldmark'a^ text saysi 
"We must kMW af conuYiuni- 
catioris with a hew set o( 
glasses. It is time for nation- 
al policy-makers to taki? in- 
ventory ^f technological ad- 
vances in communications 
and r^sse^ their real po- 
tentiai to facilitate solutions 
to economic and social prob- 
lems."^ 

GoMmark has long .said 
that there is enough commu- 
nications technolofiy avail-^ 
able to improve the human 
condition. 
91 milllM in Firads 

Since 1972. he has re- 
ceived more than |1 million 
for Iwl New Rural Socie^ 
'project which is being done^ 
with Fairfield University 
and is being carried out in 
Wii)dham County. The mon- 
ey come from federal 
gra/its. 

8ii 85 




^The project seeks to bring 
sophisticated services avail- 
able in urban areas to rural 
districts via television, com- 
munications satellite and 
the computer^ 

Goldmark sayTSTlier-cenL 
of the people in the U S. are 
Jammed into 10 per cent of 
the land and this results in a 
waste of natural resources. 

Goldmark will tell his au- 
dience today that the na- 
tion's 1947 report on Nation- 
al Orowth; due to be deliv- 
ered to Congress, should 
ronljin a role for Iniecom- 
munications "so that we 
don't repeat the mistake of 
compiacflncy 4^w5rrd our 
natural niesources. 

Goldmark is recommend- 
ing using two-way Cable TV 
and other forms of broad- 
hand communications for 
such public serATice as: 



— Telecampuses to pro- 
vide university instruction 
in homes. 

— Telecilncis for medical 
and. public health informa- 
tion services via television 
in the home. 

—Teleconferencing to con- 
serve ^energy by intercon- 
necting businesses) state 
and local agoncies so that 
communications does the ^ 
commuting 

— Domestic r.itollite com- 
munication* service to car-, 
ry major njilurai events 
from metropolitan areas 

to rural 

Goldmark is president of 
Goldmark Communion < lons 
Inc. in Stamford, f^o is a 
trustee of Northeast Utili- 
ties,. 
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Frorn Conneotiout Cable Clips ^ Vol /2, No. 8 (Feb. 26, 1975) , p. 5. 

CATV to provide three channels "^^Z,,^ ,,,,,, 

A SHORE LINE TIMES 

Selectmen discuss local moves ^"^"^ 



Cable TV was discussed by Ihc 
Donrd of ""Selectmen Monday 
morrrtnc background, some 
financial aspects and how to 
cstabli};h policies and rules for 
^se of a municipal channel. 
^ Carl Ulffers, a -former vice- 
president of comiiumicntions of 
American Telephone ' and 
Telegraph Company and 
presently chairman of the 
Advisory Council for Madtson*s 
franchise area, was present to 
ans\verc)uostions. ^ 

Mr. Ulffers was 4ippolnted by 
First Stiectwonian Vera D.'vllas 
5 to jepreseiit Madison on the 
council. The seven-town rr^T< 
chise area includes Madison, 
Guilford, Branford^ TTorth 
Dranford, East Uavciv," Norpi 
Haven and Wnllingfp^d. 

The franchise tof^ this area js 
hqld^^^^mniufilty TV Systems, 
^5^^ wholly owned subsidiary 
-^""ofJUlanta, Georgia, based 
>^Jtortins, Inc^ 

Under law, Mr. Ulffers ex- 
plained. CATV must furnish 
three channels to the town: 
municipal, educational and" 
^library, channels. A public 



channel serviced the entire 
franchise system. 

Cable TV subscribers would 
receive all present commercial 
channels as well as the three 
^ cable television channels.* 
Keceptioii would be received 
.through telephone wires rather 
than the present antenna- 
method. 

The Fcderoj^mmunications 
Commission (k^CC) has ulthnatc 
authority over cdble (clevision, 
Mr. Ulffers explained, and will, > 
he believes, establish some rules 
(probably , technical ) for^ 
operation. ^ \ / 

However, the FCC has 

delegated authority lo state or 
communities. The Istate of 
Connecticut has ' passed 
legislation giving authority to 
the Public Utilities Commission 
(PUO to establisir advisory 
touncils for each franchise area. 
This council acts as a liaison 
between the PUC and ttns 
eommuniUr. 

Mr. Umers also noted that the 
act passed by the Connecticut 
legislature delegating authority 
to the PUCf also established' r 



gross receipts tax for the state, 
vHiich -would enable the state to ' 
collect approximately $160,000 
per year. 

Mrs. Dallas asked qor^oii 
Donley, assessor, to investigate 
possible income to the town in 
lieu of taxes' if the gross receipts 
lax is levied instead of property 
lax. 

Mrs. Dalli^ asked Mr. Ulffers 
' adj^ice on steps the ^oard of 
Selectmen should take In 
preparation for the advent of 
cable television iif Madison — 
anticipated by the end of 1975 or 
beginning of 197C,. v 

Mr. Ulffprs suggested that the 
towifi check with the schools ^s (o 
their /plan«; invoKtlgate 
placement of the municipal 
channel equipment (discuss 
cooperation with (he library 
channel); and discuss operation 
and managemlj*nt urith other 
towns whith have installed cable 
television channels. 

Expense to the town to tran* 
smit its channel, Mr. UlfferS 
estimated, is. "not less than 
$10,000 minimum to get started, 
and this applies to the school/' 



The town can use its channd 
lit no charge; the cost involves 
Initial expenditures for equip- 
ment and tiic cost to manage the 
channel. The town is responsible 
lo determined access to the 
channej, programming, 
providing equiptticnt and 
"making the channel work," Mr. 
Ulffers stated. 

- Community t TV Systetps is ^ 
urging more use ^of public 
channels as It enhances the 
value of Its own product. Ilicy 
will therefore help as much as 
Uiey can, Mr. yiffcrs noted. 
Youth Ccntrr - 
Study ConmiicCcc 
Nancy Childress and Lisa 
Parisee, Daniel Hand Uifjh 
School students, wprc appointed 
to the Youth or Community 

'^Center Study Committee. Mr.^. 
Dallas noted that Mis^ Chjldrri;s 
had organized and was in- 

'strumental in operating theMecn 
center last summer and. "is 
deserving of recognition for th^t 
work." 



Selectrnen on Camera 



Vie New Milford Times, New Milfofd, Comi, February 20, J 975 



By MncvcSlavhr 
(-nelaled story. Page 3) 

Subscriber.s to cable tele- 
visidn in Now Milford will be 
able to tunc in to Channel C (one 
of tv/o^ 'public acccks channels 
mandated) on Friday March 14 
and watch a fSoard of Select- 
men's mcelingg which will be 
videotaped at Ir^i^* nnd aired 
at a time later in the day — 
probably in so-called "prime 
time/* * 

Last Friday's meeting was 
videotaped as a •*dry run." 
Equipment was provided by 
Paul llnncock owner of New 
Milford Cablevision. However, 
the Selectmen will request a 
$9,000 appropirntion to pur- 
chase equipment which Will be 
kept at if\t New Milford Public 
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Library and which will be made 
avajlable to 'members of the 
public quplificd to operate the 
videotaping equipment. The 
$9,000 sum will include main- 
tenance and repairs for ayear: 
the equipment is expected to 
cost in the region of CG,000. 

Workshops in videotaping 
techniques will be scheduled by 
the Crcdljve Arts Center ^nd 
will be open to anyone in- 
terested in learning thc:>e skills. 

FedcrnI Communications 
Commission rci;ulatlons hhve 
mandated that cablevision 



in the case of the New Milford 
area — lo Paul Hancock. 

Hancock Is required to 
provide the necessary wiring-up 
'at town buildings, but is not 
required to provide equipment 
or operators. He told Hie Times 
on Tuesday that he will operate 
the equipment for the March 14 



HEW provided the equipment 
and technicians. 

Federaf funding may be. at 
hand, according to Paul Han- 
cock, if a bill introduced by 
Senator Talmadgo of Georgians 
passed. The bilr would provide 
fundlnnfor rural cabolvision. A. 
Virginia legislator introduced a 



taplng,bul that in the futurt! the , /bill in ^Ihe Houso 6f Ilepfcscn-* 



town must find an operator. 

Tlie New Milford Cablcvisiori 
Advisory Committee is 
prc5;cntly working to devlop 
public interest in the use of the 
channels. Tlic Creative Arts 
Center production of "A DolPs* 
Houuc" was taped Monday for 



companies must provide t\^o presentation over^ public 
free channels open fnr con^ clianncis at a later date. A West 
. munlty use. and unless IhiS^n^^jf^rj based production 
channels are In opera- company VOTU (Voice of the 
tlon by M^rch 1977, they Unheard) operating' on a 
will revert «^ federal grant administered /by 

'JO 



tatives\which would provide 
long term low cost loans for 
rural areas with less than sixty 
houses per linear nijlq. 

"Tliafs us," Hancock said. 
"Prospect for passage of this / 
legislation is not clear. Dut Tvo 
been looking/or something'^likc 
this. Only tnlrtecn per cent of 
the country is wired for cable, 
but It Is growing. And* Con- 
necticut is the only statpthat Is 
really active In cable." 



fromCormeoHea^^^able Clipe, Vol. 1, No. 12 (Nov. 2f6, 1974), p. 2. '- 
CABLEtlBRARIES ^ . . 

October, 1974 FCcf SPeKESMAll4Jji^y|§TI0NS EXTENT OP ACCESS CHANNEL USE 
Ridg«fi«id, GT 



The Federal Communications ,Cgmmi^ to Commissioner Janes 

Quello, is considering a surveyrof ^public, governmental and educational 
^access channels to detennine how much they are being used. Quello, who 
chairs the FederaJ-StateAocal Advisory Committee well as the cable 
technical advisory committee, feels that present access requirements on 
cable systems in the top 100 markets may be unwarranted it there is ^ 
t; little demand for access. The Cable Bureau » according to ^el^/ needs 
hard data to demonstrate that access channels are being j>ut ;td good^^ 
use. • " e ' 

TV Public Service Roles 
Outlined by Proponents 




<V KAREN WnXETr 
Staff Rep^er 

* DLOOMPIELD Imagine 
turning on your television set 
one evening and being able to 
watch the Bloomfiel4 Town 
Council debate public tnnsporx 
tation. Ot* switch to another 
channel and see the Bloomfield 
Senior Citizens Musjc Makers 
swing into .their reindition of 
"Ain't She Sweet." 

Later in the evening a coirh 
plete community calendar of up- 
coming events in town would be 
presented so you coU>d plan to 
attend some of the civic and 
! social events schf;{iuled for the 
I next tew days. 

If you have never attended a 
Bloomfield political caucus it 
may be possible for you to 
watch one in operation on your 
own TV set. 

Or if you Y or your neighbor 
have a burning issue you want iffi 
let qther citizens in town knovi 
about or a club to promote or a 
cause to celebrate^ you can 

app£ir on television and state 
your views. 

These are Just a few of the 
possibilities for Blooipfleld and 
its citizens pow that cable 
television is pn its way into the 
local communities in Connec* 
ticut. ^ 

Edwin Gittlernan^ one of 
Bloomfield's* three fepresen* 
Utives on the Cable tV (CATVO 
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Advisory Council, explained 
some^ t)f the^possibiliticis for 
Bloomfield once CATV is es- 
tablished here. 

Bloomfield is in a CATV 
region with five other towns 
including Hartford, West Hart- 
ford» East Hartford, Windsor 
and Simsbury. 1 

The cable television operation 
itself is being developed by a ' 
private company through 
franchises throughout4he state. 
It is possible cable television 
'will be available sometime next 
year, Cittleman said. \ 

dble television will provide 
55 channels to residenJts pay 
for hook-up (roughly $15) dnd a 
monthly fee (roughly $7). The, 
set-up and payment IS similar to 
the way people currently pay for 
thoh* telephone' 

television receptiott ^"will 
come thrbugh underground 
edibles rather than over, air 
waves. 

**\Vhat people don't reaHze is 
cable TV|is not just a better pic- 
ture but a community service," 
said CsH'ol Carlisle, another 
membof of jthe CATV Advisory 
Council. Ms. Carlisle is also the 
media specialist for the Bloom- 
field schools. 

••It wdlild^ possible* for you 
to call^e library for a 
bibliography x)n a particular 
book and within five minutes 
have it corae up on your TV 
screen.'* Ms. Carlisle gave as 
another example of what: is 
' possible with cable television. 

87 
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She cited the adult education 
program at the high school as 
another program that could be 
televised to reach mofrpeople. 

T^elevised public health 
programs is another id^a being 
explored in some are^s of the 
country, she ad(t^d. r ' ' 

Of the 35 channels, available 
pn' cable television, three of 
them must be set Aide for free 
use by the public. One station is 
for education, another for town^ 
government and the third for 
puMic access. " ^ 

The only expense to the 
organization, group or town 
would be th# cost of the produc- 
tion of programs' such as 
.^came^a eqjuipment, 
microphones and<^ possibly a 
studio and video tape 
equipment. ' 

The school system .already 
owns five video t£pe cameras 

and recorders and several video 

<> . .-•••■'■■* 

tape decksr^k Ms. Carljs^p 
said th^ resources could be 
broadened since many 
businesses and industries have 
equipment they might mak.e 
available |o the public. 
^ Cable televisioh also will 
make it possible to tune in 
stations in New York and other 
states as cable television grows 
throughout the country. 
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AS a public service Gittteman 
said he thinks It "would unify 
the town. It woullenable people 
4o discuss things impotipint to 
the to)vn. It would force tbwn of- 
ficials to open meetings ,to the 
icrutiny of the public;" 

Gittleman said "immediacy" 
is the key to what cable televi- 
lion will do for the conrmiunity. 

;it would be right there in the 

homes, live, so people can im- 
mediately see :what i>s 
happening," Gittleman said. 

The advisory committee that 
Gittleman, Ms.*^ Carlisle and Lee 
Kelmer represent the town on 
was set up by the Public V 
Utilities Commission as an ad*/ 
visory and regulatory body. 

This committee will be involv- 
ed in monitoring and ^dvlsing 
the private C4ble television 
franchise abok programming^ 
and reporting annually to the 
PUC. . " 

Gittleman- said *the advisory 
committee' is interested in 
gjetting suggestions from 
citizens about what they would / 
like to ''see broadcast on the . 
cable television and what needs ^ 
the local channels coull (ill. 
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HILL CONNECTICUT USE JCABLE .TO HELP EQUALIZE EDUC|iTlONkj)PPq8TUN I TY? 

STATEMENT FROM COMMISSIONER SHEDD, 1/31/75 



The State Board of Education strongly 
supports the exploration by the Commission on 
the Educational and Informational Uses of 
Cable Telecommunications as. to the feasibil- 
ity of using'^cable ]}:eLecommtinications as a^ 
means *of equalizing educatiorial opportunity 
* in Connecticut. ' ^„ * ^ 

Tbe -^Board has- long been interested and in 
^volved in the U3e of educatiorial ^el^yis^pn 
as a means of bringing .increased educational 
opportunity^ to the chi:|,drjBn of Coipiecticut . 
It, in conjunction with ijts special Tele- 
vision Council, is iritimately' concerned with 
a number' of a^eas inyolved withtTelecommuryl^ 
cation 'uses in Education sbch as: ^suggestinj, 
objec.tives, subject are^is, and content fbr (\ 
school and adult educational broadcasts over^^ 
broadcast and cable telwision; program pro- 
,duction &hd evaitt^ion; ihfonttotion transfer 
and computer access interconnections; artd^ 
research in and the improvement of the qual- 
ity of education by mean^ of instructional 
telecommunicatj.ons .whe their cable ^. open cir- 
cuit, closed circuit,. 2500 megahertz fixed 
service, or other techjrloldg^ical devices. / 

•The State Board of Education therefore 
eaf'nestly reconune^ds' that there be an im-^ 
mediate and cpricerted effort on the part of 
^he Commission on Educational and Information- 
al ,Uses of Cable Telecompuinlcations in full 
coop^ratipn with state and other educational 
agencies to determine the ways*' in which this 
new service can be best utilized to equaJLize 
educational opj5ortuni4iy in Connecticut ^ 

On Education:, Major Ruling 

Thus, conclQded, the 
system d6ci not provide 
fquajj?^tionaI oppbrtuni- 
ti«^;Jttrbughout the state, as 
tbr stite constitution re- 
luiires. 




Connecticut's system of 
providing financial aid to 

Sublic schools is uikronstitur 
onal. Thai was the ruling 
last weA of Superior Court 
Judge Jay E. Rublnow. 

Alter the opinion was an- 
nounced, Gov.-elcct Ella T. ^ 
Grasso said she would ap- 
peal the decision to the 
state's Supreme Court. 

In J^dge Rubinow's deci- 
sion. htyhMH!t^i under the 
presenj^inancing method, 
suppcJrted mostly by locals 
property taxes; amounts o( 
money spent fpr education 
depen^ largely upori whether » 
towns ancf cities are rich o)r 
poor. 



r 



As Attv. Cen. Robert K. 
Killi^n rat€r~commentQ4: 
''This is a landmark casefl 
. think we will have to get a 
ruling from the highe^ au- 
>thority." 

Judffe Rubinow gave no 
new plan for school mancing 
and di<| not ask for one. But 
he retained iurisdictibn in 
the case uAtil the state or the 
Supreme Court moves it a 
step farther. ♦ ^ 



Plan To ^Equalize' 
Educalion Of f ered 



By DAVID MARZIAli: 

A iq>ecidl state commis- 
""^sion will recommend a new 
$113-million program of 
statf aid io local public edu- 
cation that would compen- 
sate three-fourths of Con- 
necticut's towns for their re- 
latively low amounts of tax- 
able property 
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$250 a year iok each of its 
stOdents^. . i 

The commission's propos^ 
al, whiph would be phased 
In over a^ period of yeaj». 
would guarantee the state's 
125 poorest/to>wi^ the same 
school ijmn^iiifi base that 
the 126ih poorest town 4^th 
richer town) has. 




The oroposal, approved 3 
Thursday the ^rtimis- ^^^^ 
sion on Schiol Finance and ^^^T'^ ^^^J^^^ch mill of 
- iiiai Educational 'Oopdf- ^^^^YY would produce in 

ty, will be submittld to. 
the^ Generajjr Asserpbfy J( 
15^ 

The recpnun^dation* 
lows last p(jday*s Sape 
Court d^ision' that the 
state*^ system of finar^cing 
local educat^pn is unconsti- 
tutional. 

Under the current svstem. 
most of the cost of local 
schools is paid byVlocal 
property taxes. The statKin y7 
adcfition. pays e^h ^ow^|^ 

Vo-Ed 
Courses 
Slashed 

By DAW DRIVER 
SUff Reporter 

Budget Cutbacks have fordM 
the state's 16 regional 
vocational-tGchnical schools to 
elininate thi^ir supplement^ 
adult evening courses, invQiying 
lorhe 7.500 -students antfThiore 
than 400 part-time teacfjdrs. of- 
lictals said today. / 

The'^programs, whUfh will end 
Feb. 3. af(ecl onh/those aduit 
evening courses/ which have 
Ijecn offered ta4hf public 
cpst. sairf A^elo Tedesc(V a 
corfsiiltantyio the vocational 
division aUhe Slate Departnrcnt 

of £dUC9fU0(lr> ^ 
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the 44th richest town and^ 
yvhat each mill produces in ' 
their town^. 
The 44 richelt towns 
uld receive no property 
aid. but all of the state's 
169 towns would continue to 
receive the $250-per pupil 
grants each year. 

Towns receiving the new 
aid could' use it in one of 
thr^ ways: they could use 
all of it to increa^ educa- 
lonal expenditures, they 
could apply it all toward" 
lowering their tdx rates or 
they could use p%d<ito in- 
crease schoph ex{whditures \ 
and part to lower t|xes. 

In addition to the property 
tax reimbursement, the hew. 
program would include the 
lollowiiig elen[ieiits: 

—The state;^ould assume 
three-fourths^ of the cost of 
special yMuc^tion. rather 
than t^ two-thirds it now 
pays/lhe commission said 
thiyWould be the first move. 
toward total state assump- 
ion of spjecial education ex- 
penses; 

—The present $7-million 
state appropriation for aid 
ia disadvantaged pupils 
i^ould be doubled; ^ 

— Tlje state wowlfl subsi- 
dize Connecticut's seven 
largest cities for the special 
expenses their governments 
have because they are 
densely po|)ulated The ci- 
ties receiving this iorm of 
aid would be Hartford. 
Bridgeport,, N^w Haverf. ^ 
Stanuord. Watert}ury. New^ 
Britain ar^d Norwalk 
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SchoolTransit^ 
Costs To H/se Bilingual 



■7 



C9 

m 

3 
U. 

C 

o 

;s 

<o 



o 
o 



UJ 
X 



Costs of school transportation arc expected to increase 
by as much as 15 per cent this yeaf , state education of- 
ficials say. but the latra bunlen — more than |4 million — 
may have to be borne entirely by miWcipal'property taxes. 

Rep. Howaid M. Klebartbff, '"Grasso's sUted dctermiMitlon 
D-Harlford, concc4c8, this -^o rcilst expansion of itatc 



year's political climate doesn't 
lend itself to much expansion'of 
the state's role in paying for 
school busing. ' . 

'i'm going Vtry and work to 
improve ^e whole system of 
state funding for transport 
tation." said Klebanoff, co- 
chairman of the General 
Assembly'9 Education Com- 
mittee. '''But my political 
prediction would have be iht^ 
<mc wpn'l be able to accAnpiistj^ 
much." 



spending wherever pois^ible to 
avoid tax Increases. 

The school transportation 
:*problein" stems primarily 
from a slate aid formula at lea^ 
10 years old. It provides for 50 
per cent state rinanclng/ except 
that no &wn can receive more 
than |2&-per-pupll unless It's 
part of a regional school dii- 
trict ' ^ 

An added wrinkle In the issue 
— and one expected to be hotly 
''^ debated this legislative session 



Klebanoff Is orte of the A w passed last year ex- 
logfelalure's strongcst-advocate^ Pending niunicipal responsibi I- 
of massive changes in education busing nonpublic 



financing to shift the dominant 
role from local property taxes 
to the state tax system. 

The state's present share ot 
transportation expenses Is about 
32 p^r cent of a total tatewlde 
cost estiinated at well over (30 
milliQpr^ 

. Klebanoffs '>lltlc9l predic- 
tion" is. based on Gbv. Clla T. 



school children by X^fMS at the 
latest. 

Whereas town 'responsibility 
used to be confined to servihf 
schools getting most o( th^ir 
students from that town, the 
new law mandates public bu^jng 
if a school has an enrollment 
majority from the state as i 
whole. 



Only 42 per cent of the et- 
tiihat«d K.OOO Doa-BDgUab- 
leeaking students in Cob- 
necticut who need biiliyual 
education are recehfing it, 
the state BoanM Edtieatkm 
learned Tuesday. 

According to 1973-74 fig- 
ures from the state Depail- 
mtot of Education's Bureau 
^ Elementary aiid Second- 
anr Education, an estinipted 
2,500 binngtial teachers 
•would be needed to provide 
. an adequate education to stu- 
dents who don't speak Eng- 
^\ 

The state now has 6nly 300 
trilingual teachiers. 

Despite the need docu- 
mmted by the bureau and 
iresenjatlves of two bilin-' 
gual groups, the board ref- 
used to support the idea of 
mandatory bilingual educa- 
tion \h Connecticut schools. 
I[t felt there was lio money to 
jpport it. 

The board tabled discus- 
sion of proposedsii^isiation 
forcing schools to start biliri* 
gu^l programs after i^ was 
apj^rent the proposal would 
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Teachei^ 

The brgest group of non- ' 
BDgUsb-spejdc|ng residents 
are Hi^Munic, bureau figures 
for the 1974-75 school year 
shOfW., The , report said IST^..,^ 
schools in 16 Connecticut 
towns have Spanisb-speakii^ 
'populations of X) or more. 

)tet. the report addled, 111 
of these 157 schools have no 
bilingual classes for the His- 
panic students. 

Tbf bureau consultant who 
presented the report, Dr. 
Kenneth Lester, said the fig- 
ures are for bilingual pro- 
grams only and not for so- 
called EInglish as a second 
language or tutoring pro- 
grams thit teach Hispanic 
stiidents for only one or two 
class periods a day. 

Populations in two of the 
16 towns, Hartford and 
Bridgeport, account for 
more than half of all Hispan- 
ic children in the state, the 
bureau report said. They 
also account for half the, 
schools that do not offer a 
bilingual program to chil^ 
dren who need One, 
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No Relief from School Costs 



Febuary 1, 1975 



^ Even with declining enroUlments, Connecti- 
^(SkX schools face the serious prpblem of costs 
that continue to grow. Education Conmiissioner' 
Mark Shedd and the Connecticut PubUc 'Ex- 
pen^iture Council are in general agreement on 
that point 

In its annual repoK on public school fi- 
nances,, the CPEC says wa-74 enrollment was 
655«962. down 1.1 per cent from the previous 
year. That is the largest decline since 1944^. 
The' CPpC predicts the downward trend Will 
continue at least until 1080. 

Commissioner Shedd goes further, predict- 
ing an enrollment drop of nearly 25 per cent be- 
fore 1*90^^ ite a result, he says, our "schools 
noight be abletfrrofe about $14 million a year. 



But that would be more than eaten up by in- 
flation. The cosC^ of running schools* are soar- 
ing, and Commissioner Shedd predicts the 
state's total bill will soon top $1 billion a year. 

The CPEC statisti<», show total co?ts of 
about 1916 million in 197^74. up more than $44 
million from the previous year. That is more 
than three, times the amolint we might save 
from decrciised enrollments. ; 

Meanwhile, the Connecticut Conference of 
M^iyors and Municipalities raises another pro^- 
*|ent: Basic ^tate school aid is paid at a flaf $2&0 
per sttident. Under tK^t formula, as enrollment 
goes down so will the total amount of aid. 

None of this accounts for the cost of school 
aid equalization, which is 'becoming a moral, if 



not a leg/l, necessity. The CffeC makes clfear 
the vast differpnces in the amounts various 
towns can spen(jl on each student, rsmging from 
$1,656 in affluerit Darien to $711 Jn rural Gris- 
wold. Yet the pfen just offered tolcorrect these, 
differences woiitd cost an extra $M6 mipion per 
year. That's money the state simpiy does not 
have. 

' 'We might achieve some limited.' and less 
expensive, degree tof equalization by altering 
the flat per-student grant so more money goes 
•to tax-poor communities. But there seems little 
chance of materially increasing the overall 
level of state aid.^ which now pays only 31 per 
cent of local education costs. 

he hard fact remains that these costs will 
continl^^jv grow—and somehow or other we 
must finda^fciUlLDa*^ them. ' 

/ ^ 



Newegiipe "Of signifioanoe for the development qf oahle ^^^^fmuni-^ 
oatu)ne in Connecticut QoHoite^. Send Att: Margaret' C*le land/ 
Cable Infqmation/CT State Lp^t*ary/231 Capitol Ave./Hfd/^ OSllS. 
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To make' the most of cable television 
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General Assembly leaders seem 
receptive to a proposal before the 
current session to establish t year- 
long study of public and educational 
uses of cable television. 

It is a timely moment to set abo.ut 
establishing lon'g-te^ policy f6r the 
"wired socitty." > 

liable (or other similar technolo- 
gies whose. end 'product is the same) 
has already grown to serve 8 million 
Americans, including subscribers in 
parts of Connecticut. Cable is grow- 
ing at a'rate of more thin 10 per cent 
a year; uilhin five to ten years, more 
than half the nation's homes will' be 
hooked up to clear reception of 2(f or 
more channels. 

AT THE NATIONAL level, review 
is just beginning of a White House 
study that proposes sweeping changes 
^ in Uje laws that govern televlsioa 
when It is brought t6 a home by cable. 

• TJ)e rfost dramatic of ti^ose 
chancer would abolish the restraints 
o-R^ubjPclive joujrnalism now placed 
^on oroadcasters. '" 

Under the 'Tairncss doci^inc/ 
brbadcajlers must offer etn^il time 
for re^DonSe by politic^ figures 
And olhers whose viewpoint has been 
challenged or ignore(l/m in earlier 
broadcast. It'Was und^ this doctrine, 
for instance, that Democrats were 
given air time for Senate Majority 
Leader Mike Mansfield to answer 
President Nixon's "State of the 
Union" message. 

THE FAIRNESS doctrine and oth^ 
'jestr^nts jhave been Held necessary^ 
because the number of broadcastij^^ 
channels in any cj)jnmunity is limited^ 
But \rith cable television', the^^ralier 
of channels is, practically^ speaking, 
unlimited: Most system^ . will have 
' more circuits available th'a^n can be^ 

filled. , 

.9 • . 
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With the monopoly characteristic 
of program originators' ended, tele- 
vision can be afforded the same lull 
freedom of the press that the print 
media have historically enjoyed — i 
welcome evolution. 

The ^Vhile House report released 
at the end of 1973 also envislpns 
handling cable television is a ^/com- 
mon carrier," available to ahyone 
who wants to lease time (in much' the 
way that a common-carrier trucking 
company must, for a uniform rate, 
deliver \\ithin its area any item that 
anyone is \rilllng to pay to have de- 
livered). 

Both those ^asic approaches ate 
sound, alU^gugb their, ramifications 
deserve aa-($ful planning. 

■ , Other el^ents In the White 
House study \vill be . more contro- 
versial: ^A proposal for municipal 
franchising of cable systems, rather 
Jlha'n the regional franchises that Con- 
necticut has. pioneered; a proposal to' 
- ebandon the icl^S^^of setting aside 
channels for public access; a proposal 
to abandon public ^utility rate-setting, 
despite the acknowledged monopoly 
each franchise would have |n its. area. 

EVEN MTRE these changes not 
. looming on the national horizon, it 
would be 'none too soon for the public 
interest in cable television to be given 
. careful examination at the state level. 

The potential for educational and. 
Instructional use. of cable television 
,is enormous — andjargely unexplored. 
' It is appropriate that the Connecticut 
-S^aJ^e Library is among those urging 
study of the medium''s potential; li- 
brary^ services are^ among those^ one 
would logically think of as bein^ im- 
proved by easy access to video display 
in homes. 

But that mny be only the begin- 
^ nlng of the< cable revolution. Connec- 
ticut has a head start m plannmg the 
mechanics' and the technicalTules for 
cable and m allocating franchises for 
^^ABographic and cultural rqgions. The 
^-'ifext step is to,deal w^th the substance 
of bow cable ulU be used. 
90 
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HIGHW/VfS Fi?R THE MtND 



The developv^nt of highways 
for the minds for the tranemisBion 
and exchange of information, 
kr^ledfe and recreative experience 
through^ the creative commnication arts 
^in the latter quarter of the 20th Century 
'is vi^ed g.6 eeeential and fundamental 
ae^was tfie provision of roa:d8 for the 
transportation- of goods , services and 
people in our covmtry's past.. As we - 
approach the maximum devd'lopnent of 
our land resources arui their physical 
ixiterconneption, the mqdem state 
needs to turn to the maximum develfopfnent 
of its human resources, the minds ^ 
and talents of its people, / ^ 

"by developing an information apd idea 
communication system on a scope and 
scale to match it& highway system. 

It^is contended that an vnvestment a 
staterW^ft telecommunications ^system 
for the^ransport of ideas and ^ ^ *^ 
inforrriation equivalent to that inyespea 
in. our highway system could be *fin<moed 
for the^long haul' by the increased ^. 
productivity of the state's population and 
the reduction of Sconomic waste and 
looses. Some estimates of the reducible 
costs in the way we presently provide 
and' deliver educational and informational 
.sewiceo exceed fiftif per cent of total 
expenditures: 

We have the /means and the resources^ 
at handdf /wt can generate the desire and 
the w\lV io achieve wmi all of jus 
' generally ■ afjpii'e fo^ mdividually, but 
which nfme ''of ua. can r^liza withgut' 
stdto-'/upppTtcd Qoopem^vc effort. 




\tually, why mt\now? 



Excerpted' from ;an article by 

Herbert Jensen , aGreenwl ch , Connecti cut 
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